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BARON FREDERICK TRENCK. 



I WAS born at Konigsberg, in Prussia, February 16, 
1726, of one of the most ancient fiunilies of the conn* 
try. My fiither, a knight of the military order, lord 
of Great Scharlack, Schaculack, and Meicken, and 
n^ior-general of cavalry, died in 1740, after havizig 
received eighteen wounds in the Prussian serrice. 
My mother, descended from the house of Dersehau, 
was daughter of the president of the high court at 
Konigsberg. She had twQ brothers, generals oflnfiin- 
try, and a third, minister of state, and postmaster- 
general ^t Berlin. After niy father's death, in 1740^ 
she married Count Lostange, lieutenant-colonel in the 
Kiow regiment of cuirassiers, wi1;h whom, leaving 
Prussia, she went and resided at ' Breslaw. 1 had two 
brothers and a sister. My youngest brother was ta- 
ken by my motter into Silesia ; the other was also a 
comet in thia last named regiment of Kiow ; and 
my sister was married to the only son of the aged 
General Valdow, who quitted the seryice, and with 
whom she lived in Brandenburgh on his estates. 

JVIy ancestors, both of the male and female line, ar» 
famous in the chronicles of the North, among th* 
ancient Teutonic knights, who conquered Coorlaodf 
Prussia, and Livonia. 
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4 LIFE OF 

By temperament I was choleric, and addicted to 
pleasure and dissipation, which last defect my tutors 
Ibund most difficult to overcome. Happily, they were 
aided by a loye of knowledge inherent in m^, an emu- 
lative spirit,^ and a thirst of fame ; which disposition 
it was my father's care to cherish. A too great cou" 
sciousness of innate worth gave me a too great degree . 
of pride, but the endeavomre of my instructer to in- 
spire homiUty were not all lost ; and habitual reading, 
well-timed praise, and the pleasures flowing from^ 
science, made tlie labours of study at length my 
recreation. 

My memory became remarkable : I was well read in 
the Holy Scriptures, the classics, and ancient history ;' 
#as intimately acc^Uainted with geography, could draw 
tiecurateiy, and learned fencing, riding, and other 
heoelnsaty exercises. 

Hy re%ioil was Lutheran : but morality, and hot 
Wipefdtitibus bigotry, or childish f^ars, was taught mo 
by my fkfher, and by the worthy man to whose care 
lie cotiimitted the forming of my heart, and whose 
itiemory I ^th ever hold in veneration. While a 
l^y, t was enterprising in all the tricks of boys, and 
bXetioised my wit in cra^y excuses. The warmth 
(^ 4iy passion^; then and afterwards, gave a satiHc, 
biting thit to my Writings ; whence it has been ima- 
^hied, hf those who knew but little of me, i was a 
dangerous man ; though I am eons^ious this wae a 
basty and false judgment. . ' 

A ^Ifdier himself^ my father would have aH his sons 
t^e saine : thus, when we quarrelled, we were not ad- 
flifttedf to terminate onr disputes in the commoh way, 
but were provided witii sabres, sheathed with leather, 
ted, l&rimdidldng these, contested, by blows, for victo- 
ly, wliSe our &ther sat laughing, pleased at our valour 
iX^ tkiAdt^si : but this, aAd Uie praises he bestowed, 
1^ the bad effect of encouraging a disposition, which, 
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with pftsaions like mine, ought careAiUy to hare been 
countencte^. i • ' 

Coretoiis of praise, and acctutomed to receive the 
prize, and be the hero of scholastic contentions,. I ac- 
quired also the bad habit of disputation, and of imagin- 
ing^ myself a sage, when little more than a boy. I be- 
came stubborn in argument, hasty to correct, instead 
of patiently listening ; and, by my presumption, conr 
tinually liable to incite enmity. 

Gentle to my inferiors, but jealous of ccmtradiction, 
and the pride of power, I may hence date the origin of 
all my evils. The abhorrence, too, I had of arbitrary 
power, and its abuse, for the silent acquiescence in 
which my education and book-taught principles- ill fit- 
ted' me, were additional causes. 

My father sent me, at the age- of thirteen, to the 
university of Konigsberg, where, under the tuition of 
Kowalewsky, my progress was rapid. There were 
fourteen other noblemen, of- the best families, in the 
same house, and under the same master. 

The year, following, that is to say, in 1740, 1 had a 
qriarrel with one you^ Wallenrodt, a fellow stadient, 
much stronger and taller than myself, and who, there- 
upon, despising my weakness, thought proper to give 
me »Uow. I demanded satisfaction. He came not to 
the appointed place, but treated my demand with oon- 
tempt : and I, forgetting all further respect, found a 
aecond, and attacked him in open day. We fought, 
and I had the fortune to wound him twice ; the first 
time ^ the arm, the second in tho hand. 

This affair incited inquiry. Dr. Kowaleweky, oar 
tutor, laid complaints befi>re the university, and I wa» 
conderoned toihree hours' confinement ; Wt my grand- 
father and guardian, President Derschau, with whom 
I was a great favourite, was so pleased with my cour-* 
age, that be instantly took me from this house, and 
placed me under Professor Chrietiani. 
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BMtt I fitft btgm to enjoy full and entin liberty ; 
and from thia worthy man I learned all I know of ex- 
|4feuneAt«l pbUoBophy and acience. He loved me aa his 
own ae«y laid ■oroetimea continued inatmctinif me till 
akhught Under hia auapicea, in 1742, 1 maintained, 
with ^eat aucoeaa, two pubfic theses, aIthou|rh I was 
Ihen hot auEleeii~-*an effort and an honour till theit 
niUcnown. 

Three days ailer my last public exordium, a con- 
tenptihle l^ow, and professiona] bully^ sought a- 
^Qoanrel with me, and, as I may Say, obliged me to draw 
in B^ own defence, whom, on this occasion,' I wound* 
ed in the groin. 

This continued success highly inflated my valour, 
and from that time I began to wear a sword of enor- 
140US JiBOgth, asid to assume the acooutrements and 
2l]»pearaiiee of a Hector. 

Soaroelf^ had a fortnight elapsed, after this last 
«iflSMr» belbre I had another with a lieutenant of the 
garrison, one of my friends, whom- 1 had insulted, who 
leoeiyed two wounds in the contest. 

I «nght to remark that, at this time, the university 
of Konigiberg was still highly privileged. To send a 
dlMtfenge wee held honourable ; and this was not only 
penmttedi but would have been difficult to prevent, 
coBsidiBnng the great number of proud, hot-hoarled, 
and'tuirt>ide]ft young nobility from Livonia, Courlond, 
S\^eden, Denmark, and Poland, who came thither to 
study, ejid of whom there were more than five hundred. 
This brought flie university into disrepute, and the 
abuse has been endeavoured to be remedied. Men 
haTe acquired a greater exteiiit of true knowledge, and 
have begun to perceive that a university oiight to be 
a ptece of instruction, and not a field of battle ; and 
that blood eannet be honourably i^ed, except in de- 
frnce of life or country. 

In November, 1742, the king sent hi* adjutant-gene- 
rtly Baron Lottuln, who was related to my mother, to 
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KcstagBberg', with whom 1- dine4 at my grtiidf4lfiir*li. 
He.fconyenodmiich with me, and, nftet riXTMik ifOt^' 
tiims, meant to disoDver what my tale&f s and inefina- 
tions were, he demanded, as m joke, whether I had 
«nj ineUnation to go with him to Berlin, and derve my 
eoimtry, as my aocejirtors had ever done ; adding, that 
in the itrmy I should find mneh better opportTmitiea 
of sending challenges, than at the university. Inflam- 
«d wkh the li^re of distinguishing myself, I listened 
with rapture to the proposition, and in a few ditys we 
dejparted &ir Potsdam. * 

On the morrow after my arrivAL I was' presented tev 
the king, as, indeed, I had before been in the year 1740, 
with the character of being then one of the most hope- 
ful yoidhs of the university. My reception was most 
flatteringt The justness of my TepUes to the 4^^<^ens 
he put, my height, figure, and confidence, ^eosed him, 
and I soon obtained permissioh to enter, as a eadet, 
in his liody guards, with a promise of qmck prefer- 
ment. 

The body guards formed, at this time, & hiodel and 
school for the Prussian cavalry. It consisted of one 
single squadron ofmflSi seleet«d from the whole army, 
whose uniform wus the most splendid in all Emrope. 
Two thousand rix dollars were Accessary to eqttl^ an 
officer. • The cuira.ss was wholly plated with silver ; 
'and the horse, furniture and accoutremenfl alone, cost 
four hundred rix dollars. 

This squadron only consisted of six officers and a 
hundred and forty-four men ; but there were alwajrs 
fifty or sixty supernumeraries, and as many horses, for 
the king incorporated all the most handsome men he 
found in these guards. The officers wef<e the best 
taught of any the army contained : the king himself 
formbd them, and afterwards sent them to instruct th» 
cavalry in the maiKsuvres they had learned. Their 
rise was rapid, if they behaved well ; but they were 
broken for the least fitult, and punished, by being «obfc 
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to ganrifon regiments. It wa« likewise necessary they 
•honld be tolerably rich, as well as possess such talents 
as mij^ht be caccessfuUy employedt ^^h at court a^d 
in the anny. 

There are no soldiers in the world who undergo so 
much as this body guard ; for, during the time I was 
in the service of Frederick, I often had not eight hours* 
sleep in eight days. Exercise began at four in the 
morning, and experiments were 'made of all the aHera- 
tions the king meant to introduce in his cavalry. 
Ditches of four, fivef six feet, and still wider, were 
leaped, till some ' <m| broke his neck. Hedges, in 
like manner, were Ked, and the horse ran careers, 
meeting each other full speed, in a kind of lists of 
mprc than half a league in length. We had olten, in 
dMfse .our exercises, several men and horses killed or 
wounded. • 

It happened more frequently than otherwise, t^iat 
the same experiments were, repeated after dinner, with 
fresh horses ; and it was not uncommon, at Potsdam, 
to hear the alarm sounded twice in a night. The horses 
stood in the king's stables; and whoever had not 
dressed, armed himself, and saddled his horse, moimt- 
e^ and appeared before the palace, in eight minutes, 
was put under arrest for fourteen days. 

Scarcely were the eyes closed, before the trumpet 
agun sounAd,to accustom youth to vigilance. I lost,*" 
in one yeqj, three horses, which had either broken 
their legs in leaping ditches, or died of fatigue. 

I cannot give a stronger picture of this service, than 
by. saying, that the body guard lost more men and 
horses in one year's peace, than during the following 
year they did in two battles. 

We had, at this time, three stations : our service, 
during winter, was at Berlin, where we attended the 
opera, and all public festivals ', in the spring, we were 
exercised at Charlottenberg ; and at Potsdam, or 
1f])erever the king went, during the summer. Tha 



BARON F. tRENCK. . 9 

csfficiiv i^the gtULrd dittdd idtk %he kixi^, &hd, on 
filft days, with the (|ae6ii. It mayb6 presiuhM^ there 
was not at that time on earth a better school to form 
ah officer and a man of the world, than Was the court 
of Berlin. 

I had scarcely been six weeks a cadbt) before the 
king took me aside one day after th6 paradd, and, hav- 
ing examined me near half an hour on various subjects, 
commanded me to come and speak to him on the 
morrow. 

His intention was, to find whether the accounts that 
had been given him of my memory had not been exag- 
gerated ; and, that he might be co&vinced, he first gave 
me the names of fifty soldiers to learn by rote, which 
I c£d in five minutes. He next repeated the subjects 
of two letters, which I immediately composed in 
French and Latins the one I wrote, the other I dictat- 
ed. He next ordered me to trace, with promptitude, a 
landscape from nature, which I executed with equal 
success ; and he then gave me a cornet's commisnon 
in his body gtiards. 

Each mark of bounty from the monarch increased 
an ardour already great, inspired me with gratitude, 
and the first of my wishes was, to devoto my life to the 
service of my Mng and country. He spoke to me, as 
a sovereign should -speak, like a father — like 6ne who 
knew well how to eittimate' tiie gifts bestowed on me 
by nature: and, perceiving, or rather feeling, how 
much he might expect from tiie, became at once my 
instructer and my friend. 

Xfi^ did I remain a cadet only^ six weeks ; and few 
Prussians can vaunt, under the reign of Frederiek, of* 
equal good fbrtune. 

. The king not only presented me with a eommisdion, 
but equipped me' splendidly for the service. Thus did 
J suddenly find myself a courtier and an offieef in the 
iineert, braves't, and best taught corps in tXitope. My 
g-ood fortune seemed unlimited, when in the m^nth of 
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Augiurt, 1743) the king selected me to go and instruct 
the 8ilenan caTalry in the new manceuvres ', an honour 
never before granted to a youth of eighteen. 

X have already said, we were garrisoned at Berlin 
duHng winter, where the officers* table was at court ; 
and, as my reputation had preceded me, no person 
whatever could be better received there, or live more 
pleasantly. 

Frederick commanded me to visit the literati, whom 
he had invited to his court. Maupertuis, Jordan, La 
Metric and Pollnitz, were all my acquaintance. My 
days were employed in the duties of an officer, and my 
nights in acquiring knowledge. Pollnitz was my 
guide, and the fiiend of my heart. My happiness was 
well worthy being envied. In 1743, I was five feet 
eleven inches in height: Nature had endowed me 
with every requisite to please, uid my mind was 
wholly occupied by the de^re of acquiring well-found- 
ed iame. 

I had hitherto remained ignorant of love, and had 
been terrified from illicit commerce, by beholding the 
dreadfiil objects or the hospital at Potsdam. During 
the winter of 1743, the nuptials of his majesty's sister 
were held, who was married to the king of Sweden, 
where she is at present queen dowager mother of the 
reigning Gustavus. I, as officer of my corps, had the 
honour to mount guard, and escort her as &r at Stet- 
tin. Here did my heart first feel a passion, of which, 
in the cmirse of my history, I shall have frequent oc- 
casion to speak. The object of my love was one whom 
I can only remember at present with revereneet and 
onrt was, mntoally , tlie first fruits of aflfection. " Amid 
the tumult inseparable to oocasiolis like these, on 
«liieh it wae my duty to maintain order, a thief had 
the address to steal my watch, and cut away a part of 
the gold fiiBge whiehlrang from the waistcoat of my 
muftniy and escaped uaperceived. This accident 
teoQgbt 4HI me the raillery of my comradas ; and the 
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hidy aUaded to thence took occaaioii to eonaole /inei 
by Baying, it should be her care that I BhouU be bo 
loser. Her words were accompanied by a look I 
could not misunderstand, and a few days afterward I 
thought myself the happiest of mortals." The naine, 
however, of this high-bom lady is a secret which must 
descend with me to the grave ; and my children alone, 
on jny death bed, shafi be taught the name of her to 
whom they owe the preservation of their &ther, and, 
consequently, their own existence. 

I lived, at this time, perfectly happy at Berlin, and 
Iiighly esteemed. The king testified his i^iprobation 
at every opportunity ; my mistress supplied me with 
more money than I could expend ', " and I was pre- 
sently the best etfuipped, ftnd made the greatest figure 
of any officer in the whole corps. The style i|i which 
I lived was remarked ; for" I had only received from 
my father's heritage the estate of Great Scharlach, 
the rent of which was eight hundred dollars a year, 
winch was^ fiur firom sufficient to supply my then ex- 
penses. My amour, in the mean time, remailied a 
secret firom my best and most intimate firiends. Twice 
was my absence firom Potsdam and Charlottenberg 
discovered, and | was put under arrest; but the king 
seemed satisfied with the excuses I made, under pre- 
text of having been hunting, and smiled as he granted 
my pardon. 

In the beginning of September, 1744, war again 
broke out between the houses of Austria and Prussia. 
We marched with all expedition towards Pragui^, 
travening Saxony without oppositi<»i. 

Frederick, on this occasion, with regret, had recourse 
to arms, of which I was a witness. 

If I am not mistaken, the king's army came befi>re 
Prague on the fourteenth of September. • 

The height called Zischka, which overlooks the city, 
was instantly seize^ without oppontion ; and the bat- 
teries erected at the foot of that mountain; being ready 
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pa ^e fifth 4a^) li^y^A with auoh BuqcecB o^ the old 
town, with bombs and. red bot biiUs, that it was set. on 
fire. 

General Harsch t^QU|[ht proper to capitulate, " a^r 
a siege of twelve days, during wluch,. not more tha^ 
five. hundred men of the garrison, at the utmost, were 
killed and wounded, though" eigl^teen thousand n^n 
were made pnsoners. 

Thus f^ we had met with no impedimeM. The 
Imperial army, however, under the command of Prince 
Charlef of Lorraine, having quitted the banks of the 
Rhine, was advancing to save Bohemia. 

Daring this campaign, we saw the enemy o^ly at a 
distance ; but the Austrian Ught troops, being thiice 
as nuinerous as ours, preip^nted us from foragii^. 
Winter was appiixxiching ; deajrth and hunger made 
Fre4ericl^ dc^termin^ to retreat, without the least hope 
» firoin the countries iR our rear, which we ha4 entirely 
# ioid waste a? we had advanced. The severity of the 
eea^li, in ^ moi|th of November, rendered the spl- 
iUers e^ce9pively impatient of their hf^rdsfaips; a^d, 
aocwtomed to conquer, the Prussians vfere ash$^i9^ 
of, anfl repined at, retreat. The enemy's Ught troops 
facilitated desertion, and we los^, in 9* few weeks, 
above thirty thousand men. The papdo^rf of my 
kii0)Q9ii, the Austrian Trenck, were incessantly at our 
heels ; gave us frequent alarms ; did us great injury. ; 
andjhy their aljDrtn^^., yre n,ever could make any im- 
pireefieii ii2K>n thenai i^ath our cannon. Trenck at 
l^agth pa«^ tl|B Elbe, and went m^ burned or de- 
stroyed our mag^kies at Fardubit? : it wafi) thedpe|bre, 
r^nliTied/VirhoUy to ev^wite Bohemia. 

The king hoped to hAV« bro^igiht PriM9 Chtrle^ tp 
a^fali^^hstwefydBepneBchan and Kannt^pitzj bptin 
vain : the Saj(fiii^.4iuring the nightt h^d ei^eeied a 
Wlto^.of thre«^4ildrtveji^ty canppn, on a mound which 
sfpoxilfd two pfti«i«. Tbis^vas ih^. ju^m road by 
whieh the hung me»»t to i^ak^ the "atttuck. 
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Tlnuiwiri^w^ obliged to abaadim B«h0iaia. The 
itoukk, btrfli ^>t ttMii And hone, begea to gMPir m- 
«eme. The ^ira«thftr wtuibai ; the »(»idi in deep viitt ; 
auchee wei* tsMeasing ; eJarnui 'ftbd «ttftOk» ftou the 
enemy's hgfat troops became ineeManit. The diaoen- 
teat ^ tiveae huq^Md was xmiversal, vnd this occa- 
sioned ths great loSs Of the anny. 

Under such circumstances, had PriHce Charles oon- 
tiimed to harass us/ by pursuing vs into SiiesU ; had 
he made a "Winter oan^>aign, instead of remaining in- 
dolently at ease in Bohemia, we oertaiikly should not 
Jiave Tanquished him the year f<^wing, at Strigan ; 
l>ut he only followed at a distance, asfar as ti;3 Bohe- 
StAtok frontiers. This gave Frederick time to recover, 
imd^the more effectually, because the Austrians had 
She imprudence to permit the return of deserters. 

This" was a tepetitioh of what had ha^^ned to 
Charles the XII., when he scdibred his Rusnan prison- 
ers to return home, who afterwa|^s so effectoally pun- 
idled his conteihpt of ihem at the battle of IMltowa. 

Prague was obliged to be abandoned, with consider- 
able loss ; and-Trenck seized on Tabor, BudwciB,*and 
!Pnuienbefg, where he took prisoners the regiments 
<of Walrabe and Rreutz. 

No one wotdd hare been better able to give a faSth- 
fnl Mstoryof this campaign than myself, had I room in 
thin ^lace, and had I, at that time, b<Jen more attentfve 
to things of momeM ; since I not only peifonhed the 
oAce of adjutant to the king, when he went to i«eon- 
noitfe, or ehbose a place of encampment, hot it was, 
Bi(JteoV6r, my duty to provide forage for the head 
tpia^ters. *'Yhe kiiig having "only petmitted me to 
Uike ax volonteet gtmrds, to eJcecute this latter duty, 
I Wtts cMigecl to add to theni horse, chasseurs, and 
lUdssaiS, Wi^ whoift t was continually kt motion." . I 
Vfl0 p^uilittrTy fortunate, tn two occasiotiA, by hart^n- 
ing to come tftet ttso enemy when th«y had left loaded 
"t^S^dns aftd foragtt "bundtfes. 
2 
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tumikig houMlf toward the EngUib ud^aaiadov, iN4i» 
Ttas near hiiD, said, laying his haad on mf shoidder, 
Cest un wMtador de ma jeunesst."* 

*' In a &w miautes he rose from the taMe, gare » 
glance at the prisoners, hung the order of meiit round 
my neck, and commanded me to go and repose." 

*^ As I did not want money, I gave tibe sergeuits 
twenty ducats each, and the soldiers one, m order to 
ensure theix silence, which, heing a favourite with 
them, they readily promised." I, however, ,was deter> 
mined to declare the truth the very first opportunity , 
and this happened a few days after. 

We were on the march, and I, as comet, was at the 
head of my eompany,when the king, advancing, beck- 
oned me to come to him, and bade me teU him exactly 
how the afflUr I had so lately been engaged in, hap* 
pened. 

The question, at first, made me distrust I was be- 
trayed ', but, remarking the king had a mildness in his 
manner, I presently recovered myself, and related th^ 
exact truth. I saw the astonishment .of his counted 
nance, but I, at the same time, saw he was leased 
with my sincerity. He spoke to me f^ half an hour^ 
net as a king, but as a father ; praised b^ candour, 
and end^d with the following words, whioh, while life 
remans, I shall never forget : ^* Confide in~ title ad^e 
I give you-; depend wholly upon me, and I will 'make 
you a man.'" Whoever can feel, can imagme, how 
ifdhiitely my gratitude towaiwls the king was increased^ 
\Ff this great goddness. . From that moment, I had no 
other desire than to live and die for his service. 

I soon perceived the confidence fhe kii^ had in me 
after this explanation, of which t received very Hre- 

* Literally, He is a matador e of my youth.*^ The alluaion, ap^ 
l^arentiy , is to the resistless power of the matadpre at the fflm;ie of 
4aaAriDe. ^^ 
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\wti^ maxkBf the following winter, at Berlin. He per- 
mitted me to be pr^ent at hie conrenations witluthe 
litetati of bis court, and my ttate was truly euTiable. 

I receiTed, thia iame winter, more than five hundred 
4iieats, aa presents. So much happiness could not but 
excite jealouiqr, and this began to be manifest on every 
side. I had too little disguise for a courtier, and my 
heart was much too open and frank. 

Before I proceed, I will here relate an incident of 
the kat campaign, which will, no doubt, be read in the 
history of Frederick. 

During the retreat from Bohemia, the king came to 
KoUin, with his horse guards, the cavalry pickets of 
the head quarters, and the second and third battaliwM 
of guards. We had only four field pieces, and eui 
squadron was sta^oned in one of the suburbs. Our 
advanced poets, towards evening, were driven back 
into the town, and the hussars entered pell mell. The 
^smy's light troope swanned over the country, and 
my commanding officer sent me immediately to re> 
ceive the king's orders. After much search, I found 
him at the top of a steeple, with a telescope in hia 
hand. Never did I see him so disturbed, or undecided, 
as on this occasion. Orders were immediately given, 
that we should retreat, through the city, intO' the <W^ 
lite suburb, where we were to halt, but not unsad^e. 

We had no^t been here long, before a most heavy 
rain foil, and the night became exceedingly dark. My 
cousin Trenck made his appearance about nine in the 
evening, with his paadour and jai^ary musick,,and 
set fore to several houses. They found we were initfae 
suburb, ahd began to fire upon us fi:om the city win- 
dows. The tumult became extreme ; the city waa 
too foil for us to re-enter > the gate was d^ut, and thegp, 
from above fired at us with our fieldrpieces. TrencK 
had let in the water upon us, and we were up to the 
girths, by midnight, and almost in despair. We kMt 
aerem men, and my horse was wounded in the jie^k. 
2* 
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Tl» kii^ Itai ftll of <n iHbd iMHUMy %Mi& inite 
ptlftomitt, hftd my eoiUnA, as^ie hns nniee told me, heem 
abli to coAtbnie tlie BMault he had l^egfim ; but ii etoi* 
nm Ml hti^iig woun^led iiini in the ^t, he was car- 
tibi. off; end the pandoam re^ed. T%e iS^tpfcIf 19^ 
flail arriiTDd next day to oar aid. We tjuHted 'K<^Iin ; 
midf duriag the march, the king eaid to me, <' Tour 
cousin had nearly played a» a mahcious prank last 
nii^ht, but the deserters say he is kiUed." He then 
asked me what .our relationship was ; aad 'there our 
conversation ended. 

It was about the middle of December 'When he'came- 
to Berlin, where I was received with <^>en arms. I 
became less cautious than formerly, and, perhaps, was: 
more narrowly (^>served. A lieutenant of the foot 
guards, who was a public Ghuijrmede, and against Whottn 
I had that natural antipathy and abhorrence I have' for 
ill such wretches, having indulged himself in -som^ 
very impertinent jokes on tiie secret of my amour, X 
bestowed on Mm the epithet he deserved : we d^ew 
our swords, and he was wounded. On the Sunday 
fbUowing, I presented myself to pay my respects to Ma 
majesty on the parade, who said to me; as' he passed, 
" The thraider begins to roll, and the bolt nfiiy fall — 
Beware." He added nothing more. 

Some little time after, I was a few minutes too late 
on ^e parade : the king remained it, and sent me^ tin- 
der arrest, to the foot guard at Potsdam. When I had 
been here a fortnight. Colonel Wartensleben came, 
and advised me to petition for pardon. I was tiien too 
much a novice in the modes of the court to fb&owhis 
counsel ; nor did I even remark the person wiio gave 
it me was himself a most subtle courtier. I com- 
fdained bitterly that I had so long been deprived of 
liberty, for a fault, which was usually pulkished by 
ttittBfOt^'tA thfi most, MX days' arrest. IfM^^aMoid* 
umlyi I Yonuttood. v* 
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: JBi|{life4»pi:ftft0rf the kmg kmm^^ cam» XoiBntMusif I 
was sent, by General Boiuke, to Bcdiiiyto mnf mum^ 
JHtera, bat mthout liKviiig maa tiw idmg. On ngrxe- 
tnmi I'pretented myself to him oa the p«n4ji4 ^a^iS, . # 
«B' our tsqpHidzDn was ^vmaoo»d «t Beda^ I ^sfcsd) 
^ 1^8 hplfUMyimr majesty that I shfl«ldfo.>afldjdlii ' 

my coips?" <' Whence come you?" aaswwred he^ *^ ' * 
^^From Berhn." ^ And where were you before yotf . 
went to Berlin f' "Under arrert." "Than uiider.\ , 
arrest you must remain." 

I did not recover my liberty till three days before 
iwnr departore fiir Satooia, towards wJiich ince marched, ^ 

with the utmost speed, In the begrinning of May, to 
commence our second campaign. 

fiere I must recount an event which ha|^M»ed that 
WBBter. Fsancis Baron Trenck, was the eon of my ftr 
tier's bmther, consequently, my cousin gennaa» Be- 
ing a commander of pandours in the Ausfarian serviee, 
^ad j^evonriy wounded in Bavana, in the yea 1743, 
he wrote to my mother, informing her he mteiidedme, . 
her eldest son, for his universal legatee. This letter, 
to whidh i resumed no answer, was «eiit me to.Pots- . 
4a0i. I. was so satisfied with jny situation^aad had 
wirii nnmeBDUs reasons so to be, oonsidermgitfao kind- 
n«88 with wJhieh the king treated me, that I would not 
have ezchaiiged my good fortune for aU the treasttree . 
of the QteU Mogul. 

On the 12th of February, 1744, being at 'Berlin, I 
vmA in company^Wsth Captain Jaschinsky, commander 
of the body <guard, the captain of which CQUks «§ 
tcohiiiel in the azmy^ together with Lieutenant 8tiid- 
nitz and Comet Wagnitz. The latter was my field 
eaptfadByand is, 9ft this present, oomaumder-geaeral 
of 4ifaB oamO^'OeH^sse Ctjuel The Austfian Treaak 
haoamethe. sabjctfst of conversation, and .JNwofaiasky 
asked if I was his kinasun. I aaswiMd-.ywi, '«ai im» 
j|«d|Atafy M««lioiNd his htmiig mad« m» his uitt^^ 
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hmr. ^ And whAi uuwt have you retaniBd f" md 
JMoliiiuiky. "NoiMiataU." 
y Tb* wbok oompaay then observed that^ in a ewtm^ 

^ likt tilt pment, I was mudi to blame not to aniwer ^ 

that tha leaat I could do, would bo to thank him.fiw 
hii good wiahet) and entraat a continuance of them. 
Jaichanikj ftirtfaer 'added,' " Desire him to lend you. 
. > some of hu fine Hunganan hones, for yoTir own use, 

I and give me the letter ; I will convey it to him, by 

means of Mr. Bossart, legation counsellor q£ the Saxonv 
^* embassy ; but on condition that you will give me on« 

of the horsos. This correspondence is a fiunily, aad- 
not a state affiiir : beside that, I will be answerable fir- 
. the consequences.'* 

I immediatdly took w^ c<nnmander's advice, and 
.^ began to write ; and had those who suiqMcted .me- 
thought proper to make the least inquiry into theso- 
circumstances, the four vritnesses, who read what I 
nmote, oonld hav-e attested my innocence, and rendered; 
itind^itoble. I gave my letter open to Jaschinsky, 
who sealed and sent it himselC 

One of my grooms, vrith two led horses, was, among 
many others, taken by the pandours of Trenok. Whe» 
I ^fetumed to the camp, I was to aocompany the king- 
on a leconnoitring party. My hone was too tired, 
and I had no other. I informed him of my embarrass- 
. ment, and his majesty immediately made me a present 
of a fine English courser. ^ 

Some days after, I was exceedingly astonished to 
see my groom return with my two horses, and a pan-^ 
dour trumpeter, who brought me a letter containing 
nearly the following words : 

" The Austrian Trenck is not at war with the Frwh 
sian Treufik, but, on the contrary, is happy to have 
recovered we horses firomUie hussars, and return them 
to wheoi thay fifst belonged, Ac." 

I went the same day to pay my respects to tha king^ 
whO|. receiving me with great coolness, said, << Bbaim 
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oouin has retwmed your own b,oKM% yoa Inmr 
no more need of mine." 

There were ^ many who emried me, to wapp^ae 
those words would escape repetittsn. The ndimi of 
the horses seems iuifaiitely to have incromsisd th«t stt** 
picion Frederick entertained against me. 

We marched for Silesia, to enter on our second 
campaign^ which to the Pruseians was as bloody and 
murderous as it was glorious. 

The king's head cpmrters were fixed at the ooATent 
at Kamenz, where we rested fourteen days, and the 
army remained in cantonments. Prince Charles, in- 
stead of following us into Bohemia, had the imprudence 
to occupy the plain of Strigau, and we already con- 
ehided his army was beaten. 

The army hastily left its cantonments, and in twenty- 
foor hours was in oi^der of boittle ; and on the 14tii or 
June, eighteen thousand bodies lay stretched on' the 
plain of Strigau. The allied armies of Austria and 
Saxony were totally defeated. 

The body, guard was on the right; and h^ibre tile 
lEOtaek the king said to our squadron, ^ Pronpe, to-day, 
my ehildien, that you are my body gnvtSi, and give no 
Saxon quarter."^ 

We made three attacks on tiie oavairy, and two on 
the infantry. Nothing cbuld withstand a sqcraidron 1ik« 
this, which, for men, horses, courage, and experience, 
I was assuredly the first in the world. Our corps alono 
took seyen standards ai^d five pair of oolours, and in 
less than an hour the ci^fair was over. 

I received a pistol shot in my right hand ; my horso 
was desperately wounded, and I wasx>blifed to chaagtf 
^ on the third charge. The day after the batde all the 
^rffteerswere rewarded with the order of merit. ¥w 
my own part, I remained four weeks among tfe* 
wounded, at Schweididtz, where thero weie lixftMo 
tbeoMKod men tmder the torture of th»«nwf 8«q|«ma> 
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waukj of whom had not their woundi droMtd pXt tlur 
third day. 

It was near three months before I recoyered the us* 
of my hand ; I noTertheless rejoined, my eorps y conti*' 
•nued to perform my duty ; and, as nsual, accompoiued 
the king when he went to reconnoitre. For some time 
past he had placed confidence in me, and Mb kindness 
towards me continually increased, which rused my 
gratitude even to enthusiasm. 

I must here mention an adventure that happened at 
this time, and which will show the art of the great 
Frederick, in forming youth (ox. his service, and deyo- 
tedly attaching them to his person. 

I was exceedingly fond of hunting, in which, not- 
withstanding it was severely forbidden, I indulged my- 
self. Laden ¥rith pheasants, I one day returned ; but 
judge my astonishment and fears, when I saw the army 
liad decamped, and that it ;was with difficulty I could 
overtake the rear guard. 

In this my distress I applied to an officer of husfars^ 
who instantly lent me his horse, by the aid of which I 
rejoined my corps, which always marched as the van- 
guard. Mounting my own horse, I tremblingly rod» 
to the head of my division, which it was my duty to 
.^recede. The king, however, had remarked my ab- 
.sence, or rather had been reminded of it by my supe- 
rior officer, who for some time past had become my 
enemy. 

Just as the army halted to encamp, the king rode 
towards me, made a signal for me to approach, and. 
■reading my fears in my countenance, said, with a 
emile, " What, are you just returned from hunting ?" 
^Tes, your majesty-*! hope" — ^here, interrupting 
me, he added, << Well, well, for this time I shall take 
no fhrther notice, remembering Potsdam : but, how-< 
ever, let me find you more attentive to your du^ J' 

I shall remark, the king took no more notice of ny 
late fimlt, except that, sometimes when I had the 
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iioiipiix to dine with han, lie would xidieulo pooplo 
who were* too often at the ehaae, or who were m 
eholeric, that they took oceanen to qnurel for the 
least trifle. 

If I mistake not, the fiunons battle of Soor, or Sorau, 
was flight on the 14th of September. The king had 
sent so many detachments into Saxony, Bohemia, and 
Klesia, that the main army did not consist of more 
than twenty-fiz thousand men. Neglecting advice« 
and obstinate in judging his enemy by nmnbers, and 
not according to the excellence of ^sdj^ne, and other 
accidents. Prince Charles, blind to the real strength 
of the Prussian armies, had enclosed this small number 
of Pomeranian and Brandenburgh regiments, with 
more than eighty-six thousand men^ intending to take 
them all prisoners. 

The king came into my tent about midnight, as he 
also did into that of all the oMcers, to' awaken them. 
Hie orders were, secretly to saddle, leave the baggage 
in the rear, and^that the men should stand ready to 
mount at the word of command. 

Lieutenant Studnitz and myself attended the king^ 
who went in person, and gave directions through the 
whole army : meantime break of day was expected 
with anxiety. 

Opposite the defile, through which the enemy were 
to march to the attack, eight field-pieces were con- 
cealed behind a hill The king must necessarily have 
been informed of the whole plan of the Austifan gene- 
ral ; fi>r he had called in the advanced posts from the 
heights, that he might lull him into security, and make 
lum imagine we shoold be surprised in the midst of 
fllaep. 

Scarcely did break of day appear, before the Austrian 
aitilleiy , situated upon the heights, began to play upon 
oar camp^ and their cavalry to* marfch through the 
MQe to the tttack. 
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A» #mMiMtr warn vra ia Uttie •rmgr; fir in hmM 
HuiM toll M^tM, ve AHTflidTQi l>cgta tbsMltadi, «*!«' 
withi^uidHe^ otur tmaSi namb^, tin iHiofo anny «b1j 
containing five regiments of cavalryi end foil witk Mnii 
fiuj i^ion the en^n^r, who at this time trece wbt^y 
eooploy^ in fonaung thek men at the moftikh «f tfav 
deffloy and that doiviljr^ lifttle eipeeiang so anAdon and 
.violent a tshacge, tfaiiti we drove ihem baok into IhfO 
dofilO) whore they prewed upon each other ni ^irowds : 
the kmg hkneelf stood veady to unmask his oight field* 
{Heces, and a dxoadiUl slaughter ensued in this nariH>w 
place, irom wliich the enemy had net the power to re*. 
treat. This single iaeident gained the battle, and 
d^ceivod fdl the hopes of Prince Charles. 

Nadasti) Trenck. and ithe light troops, seiit toattack 
our rear, Were em^yod in pillaging the oamp. Tho 
forooioa^ Croats m^t' with no opfioBitiafi, while this 
\Jm^ -error made our victory moreaecuire. .It deseivea 
to be noticed, whcm advice was brought to the kiiig» 
that tho ebemy had fallen upon, aad ^jre plundering 
the camp, his answer was, " So much the bettor ; tfaoy 
have found themselves en^^loymeat, and wiU he no 
impedim^t to'our miiin design*" 

Our victory wms complete, but all our baggage was 
lost ; the head-quarters, utterly imdefended, wwo to* 
laUy stcipped ; and Trenck had, for his part of the 
booty, the king's tent, and hi^ service of {data. 

A few d^!s alter the hattle oi Soran, tha ui^nal oaa^ 
]^)Ostrii^4li broqght mo a letter fjtom my cOumm Trench, 
the colodel o£ tlie.pandours, dated at Essek^four montha 
baok, of whic^ tlM foHowmg is a copy : ^ 

" Your tle«ter of tho I2th of Mffuaory, from Bediii, 
informs me you desire to have some Hungarian hofioli. 
Oa the^e you wo^ oouae and wttiiekmii andja^^An- 
^owrs. Isaw«?^wt|||i)«tuMi^,danii|^th»llMt€^^ 
that ibo ^ntssia« I^r^ack wns also a^po^soldwjE } mU 
that I might give you some proofs «if my aHach^niHU 
* ''^en returned the horses which my men had taken. 
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Uf hfimwTf yoa Wish to h&vtf Hii&|farita Borws, yow, 
ami take miao, in Viki§wt»at$ufkm nie^ ia tlM MA i>r 
battle ; or, ehmild yoa *> think fit, eone and join eii» 
wJa> w3I receiYe yeu witb open noM^lSii^. iuaJSrieiMl 
aod'aapy aUd who \fW pcoeore yda iarecy adrantage 
yen eaft 4Mi»>" 4ko« 

A* fint I wail terrifiad tAt^tuSng Urn letter^ yet 
co«ld not ]ielp :aaBtlbiig. Ooniet Wafenkr^ now gene- 
ril-hMoliief of the Heaae Caasel fiiroea, and Lieutenant 
GrHthacMen, both now fttiTe, and then present, were 
ay eamp eoxraradea. I gtre them the letter to read, 
and they laugrhed at its eontenta. It waa determined 
to show it to our superior o^dpr, Jasclnnaky, on a; 
pi^miae 'of aaeieoy, and it woa aeeatdingly ahown him 
withittafthoiir alter it was receired. ^ 

The reader will be so kind aii^jPecoUect, that, as I 
iiafra lieAire iaidy it waa this Colonel Jaaehinaky whoy 
on the 13th of February, the same year, at Berlin, pre- 
vailafi ««t ne te writd td the Austrian Trenek, my 
conaiii $ that he reeeiyed the letter open, and uiider- 
took to send k ae<M»rding to its address; also that, in 
tliift letter, I» in jest, had asked him to send me some 
HaQgrarian hf^rsesj and* when they ^eame, had promised 
one to Jasehinsky. He read the letter With an air of 
tome flwfnae ^ w^ hAiifiied; and it beini^ whispered 
throiiKh ibib atmy, that, in oenseqvtenoe of onr late 
vitttory, detaehad ^rps would be sent ixAo Hungary, 
Jaaehiw^y aaid, ^< WteahsSl now go and take Hunga- 
rian, hfinot^ for oiurselves." Here the conversation 
end^drand I reton)ed>iH^le suspeeting "fixture conse- 
queD«a»y?to my tefit; 

The day after the repeiptof this lette^^ I' wae^ vm, 
heaBd»')in«CiBaied,'Uiidudgedyeittdiii6ted ^e ncriouAal 
fteva the^uiyyf % fifty hussars, i^ imprisoned in the 
ibrtiM 9f Glf^v I Waa aUoWed- to take thre6 hofaaa# 
Mid'Vy'msvni^ b«| iny whc^ equi|>age was Ibft hef 
^Mf:^i^t»(^i nm^f^-funv^ mom^ and which becanii Ih* 
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booty of Juduniiky. My c<ni»uri|idii wu )(lt«tt io 
Cornot Sdurtzol, tnd I e^icMI, Uritiioat kaowiiiK 
why. Tbere wore no le|^ inqairiM nwlo^Hdl tr» 
ilone by Uio kini^'t commind. 

Unhappy people ! ndiere pow«r it tttpeiivr t» iftw, 
ani where the innocent and virtnons meet pmiiiluiio&ti 
instead of reward. Unhappy land ! where the omnip- 
otent SUCH 18 OUR wtLL sttpetaedei all legal mstkr 
lence, and robe the eubjeet of property, Hlb and hon- 
our. I was not, howerer, thrown into a dmigeon, but 
imprisoned in a chamber of the oAcet of the gvitffl, 
was allowed my 'servant to wait on me, luad permitted 
to walk on the ram]M|M- ' "^ 

I did not want lIKcy ; and there wav only a de- 
tachment from the garrison regiment in the citaM of 
Glatz, the officers of which were all poor. I aoen had 
both friends and freedom, and the^ ridh prieoiier et^ 
day kept open table. 

I wrote submissively to the king, requesting to^bo 
tried.by a court-martial, and not desiring any fhyollr, 
•'iihould J be found guilty, this haughty t^ne in a youth 
was 4i«pleasiiig, and7 pecttved no answer, wfaMllhriBrw 
me into despair, and indueed me tO use %vvrj pOsiible 
means to obtain my liberty. 

My first care was to establish, by the intervention of 
an officer, a eortadn correspondence with the objeist of 
ray heart. She answered she was &r from suppoihig 
I had ever entertained the least thought traitorous to 
my country; that she knew too well I wak perfbetly 
incapable of dissimulation. She Mamed the pr^Hsipi- 
tate anger %nd unjust suspicions of ^e king, proAilied 
me ^Medy aid, and sent me a thoutaiid duoats. 

Five months passed away in pn^n. Peace watf con- 
cluded ; the king Wat returned to his cafiild ; my 
eooimisBion In tioi guards was botftow^ on aaOllieY ; 
when Lienten^t piaeohky , of the MgiAeitt «f Fouquet, 
and Snsign' ReitZ; who often mounted guard«vlir\ttie, 
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l&MMMMd tiMt thftT •^w^ I jfaoald MtllPO tCMMtkAT. I 

jrwMod ; <mr pl»ii was tod» »nid •▼•ry pnpav«loi|r 
'■!#» takep. 

At thai tune there Unui another prisoner at Glatx, 
HfImmp Dtioe itoM Mwget^ by birth a Swiss, and ca|iUun 
of Gavalry in the Natzmerschen hussars ; be bad been 
bjdokeiiytfid qondemnad by a cpurt-martial to teif years* 
impriiiipwient, with an aUowance of only foar rix dol- 
lars per nKmth. 

Hairing done this nwn kindnesses, I was reserved to 
^e^cue him also ftom bondage at the same time with 
myself. I communicated my design, and made the pr<>- 
. poeal, which was accepted by ^i, and measures were 
tahan ; yet were we betrayed w^this yile man, who 
thus obUdx^d pardon and freedom. 

Fiaachhy, who had been iufocmed that Reitz waa 

eizested, saved himself by deserting. I denied the laet 

m the presence of Manget, with whom I was confront- 

..«dr and bribed tha auditor with a hundred dueats. 

^Bg this meaiis Eeit^' only suffered a year's imprison- 

mfintand the loss of ius commission. I was then close- 

.]^ fldofined in a ehamber, for having endeavonred to 

eorrupt the king's officers, and wTtd gvtas^d with 

greater caotkm. 

Here 1 will relalte- an adventure which happened be^ 
tween mp and this Captain Manget three years after- 
wards, at Warsaw. 

I there met him by chance ; and it is not difficult to 

imagine what was the salutation he received. I caned 

liim ; he tool^ this ill, and challenged me' to fight with 

piatoUi. Captain Hancking, of the Polish guards, was 

my second. I shot him through tha neck at the first 

««hot, sAd he ftU dead oh the field. 

- - I return to my tale. — My window looked toward th#. 

.city^and was ninety feet from the ground, in the tower 

of the mtadel, out of which I could not get,*wHhoul 

having found a place of refuge iQ^i^4Ml/« 
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place, f tken notehed my penknilei and tawMl^tKNMgli 
ttrev kr^ iroii iMOrs; but this Was tdo tir«MMa» ik 
m^/iVlMia^ MceMaij to me away e^t btri* ftoil 
tey mnd&w, before i coii^d pass through ;'«iMitiMit 
ofiiMr p^ocitfed ntio a fiie^ wMeh I wae obliged ti» nee 
wkh datttion, lest I shoukl be overiward byUie'emi^ 
tinels. ' ' - .. • r 

, Hav^g* ended this labonri I cxA my lei^her pMtmm^ 
tMdiiito thongf) sewed' them end to end, idded ^^le 
sheets of my bed, and descended sa&ly from this eitdiH 
i&hin^ height. ^- ' ^ 

' It riitted; the i&gfgfma dark, and all seemed ftrtu- 
nate ; but I had to wade through moatii ftiU of tmid, 
fiefore r could enter the 'city, a circomstanee I had 
Het^ oAce considered. I sunk up to the kneeiy ttid 
after long struggling, and incredible efforts to get eiaty 
I'WM obliged myiietf to call the leBtiiiel, and desu« 
-lliiA to go tod tett the goTSmor, TTenck was Bt»6k fSbmt 
^thedHch. *'• 

M^ miriftrtune was the greater on tliid oeeaodtty be- 
cause that General Fonquet was then-geyemor lof 
Glatz. He was one of the cnlelest of 'men. He* htld 
Itoen wounded by my fiither in a duel ; and tiie Austrian 
TreAdt had taken hie baggage in 1744, and also laid 
the country of Glatz \mder contribution. -He was 
therefore an enemy to the very bame of Trenck ', nor 
^d he lose any opportunity of giving me proofii of- his 
«nmity,and especially onthe present occaaioii,when he 
4eft itte standing in the mud till noon, the sport of tiie 
eoldiers. I was then drawn out half dead, only again 
to be imprisoned, and shut up the whole day without 
Wtter to wash m»: No one can imagine hew I look- 
«tf ; exhAtuted and dirty, my long hair having ^en 
Into the mud, with which, by my struggling, it was 
loaded. I resiained in this condition till the next dajr, 
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^Nim.tiro ft JM krtr p figcwirtni w«i» Mm 16 mm* ftad 
«lMnM6. 

Iiljr inpriflMifQeat now beoomonon iatofombl*. I 
h«Ajrti& m^tf loBi»^'oni in my p«rM» friueh had aot 
liM«[ taken, &oai m« ift my lemov*! into uiottwr dipi- 
g«oa» end thaM «ftenrar4 did me food Mrviee. 

Eiglil daye hed not elapMd «tiioe my laelfriiitleMttU 
t«m|»fcto etoi^, iviaen tak^rmthmffswrndf wbieh wdlild 
appear inoredible were I, the prmcapal actor in the 
agmm»f not elive to eiteot ite tntth, and -mi^t boI all 
datz and the Proaaian army be prodnoed m fye and 
eat witneaeea 

Major I>oo* eame to visit me, accompanied by iui 
officer of the gtuird and an a4iat&at. After esamtninf 
efieiy comer of my ehambery ho addreaaed me, taxing 
me with.* aecend ciime> in endeavoanng to obtmn ay 
Hbwty y <a4i$ng) this mnat certainly mereaae the anger 
ofthe.hing. 

Ily fajoed bofled at the word crime. . He talked of 
pfj^enoe. I aaked how long the king had eondemned 
me to knpriaonment. He answered, a traitor to hia 
oonntfy, wbohad corresponded with the enemyt cannot 
be ocmdmnned for. a certain time, but moat depend ibc 
fnee and pardon en the king. 

At that inatant I anatehed hia awcHrd ftom hie aidoy 
on which my eyes Ixid some time been fixed, qurang , 



. **I1ie same Doo wdo was governor of GHafas daring the seven 
yean* ^war, and who, having been turpriMd byGeneial LandolHi, 
was made priaoner, which occasioned tlie loaa of G)ata. Tba 
kiag broke him with infamj, and banished him with conteapl. 
In 1764 he came to Vienna, where I gave him alms. He was by 
hhtb an Italian— a selfish, wicked man ; and, while maJ<Mr under 
the fovemment of Fooqitec at Glatz, brou^ many people to ndse- 
ry.. Ha was tba eieaMie of I^oaqaat, wMliaei Mrth cc aasria-** 
eiaf^, maUgnant, bet haBdaoana ; aadflittfiag datauabadlidaiar 
|ioo*8 daughter, afterwaxda married her ; whence at flrat h|ifpod« 
and at Iei|gth bis ill fortune. He wanted knowledge to defend a 
fortress agafawt the enemy, and his eovetoomasi landared ftiai 
easy to eerrapt. 

3* 
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JiHt«£^te4tor,tlKmrtlw NiitnetAMi4li»tti|> 
bottom of the fltaini, paMed the gaard, n^i 
to ho dfawd up Mbro thepriioa door to lAow gilard, 
tttadrid thorn eword in hoad, throw thorn ouddoaly 
imlo oiirpriio bj tho inuiiier in wluoh I taid oboat^sM, 
womidod fenr men, mode my way thtou^h tlie vofet, 
wpmng owr the bteaot-work of the ttmptau, tioAy with 
my iwoid drown hi my hand, imawdiotoly lea^^ this 
aetomshfai^ height, wftboat voooinng tho lOMt ia^fury. 
I looped tho eeoond well with o<|ool ufyky end g«od 
Ibrtimo. Nono of their ems were loaded ;no«ned«vst 
leap ofter me ; in order to parsae, they mnstig^'ltMUid 
through tho town«nM the gatoof tho«itMbl } eo that 
i h«d tho otait fhU half an hoor. 
' A aentlBel, howerer, in a narrow poasago, oade a fw ur * 
od toioppoee my flight ^ but I parried hie fixed bayteot, 
Uli wounded him in the l^e. A eeodod aontiaoly in 
the moan time, came from the oot-worka to seiM teo 
beiund, and I, to aifotd hhnj made a aprtng lit tho pnli- 
eftdoea ;• ttfeere I wafi tmluekfly ean^Vby the Ibot, mad 
teiieiTdll a bayonet wotmd in my upper lip. Thno «ti- 
. A%l i > d, they beat me with the bnt-end of thoir mtio- 
kete, j|ild;di!iigged me back to prieon. 

The sevoritiea of my Impruionment wore ineroteod. 
Two oentifMle and an under officer were locked in ynth 
m») -and were themaelres guarded byeenttnola ^Hlh- 
out. I was beaten and wounded with the bnt-end of 
thc^ muskets ; my right foot was aprainod ; I apit 
blood ; and my wounds werp not 6urod in lew than 
a month. 

'I wasuow first informed the king' had only condemn* 
^ ma to a year's imprisonment, in order to learn 
whether his suspicions were well founded. My mother 
had fMtiiioaod lor 'me, and- was answered, '^Tour son . 
Mwt remain a y«ar tn^sonod,«sa panishannt ftr liia 
. rash correspondence.'* 

Of this I was ignorant -, and it was said in Glatz my 
imprisonment was lor life. I had only three 
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Aoa^rerto tepliir &t l!ik> lois of liberty, wfafeai msdv'dil 
uS^ asttenuit. ^ ' 

Chice Aero tfaen wai I m a dungeon, and no ibaBef 
was I ther«, than I fbrmed new projeete of fliglit. I* * 
first gaoued the intSnmcy of any guards. I had money, 
and HOBf "with the eotnpasldoii I had inapirdd, mi^t 
efled any thing among dTstfontehted Ftusaian aoldiera. j 
ScKHL had I gained thirty-two men, who were ready td . 
•zeeute, on the first signal, whatefrerl sbonld^ommand ; 
two or three exceptisd, they were unaequaiiited with ', . 
each etiier ; they, eonseqnently, could not ^ be bo^ 
trayed at a time ; and I had chosen the under officer,* 
Nieholai to head them. ' - \ " , 

The garrison conedsted only of one hundred and, '^T ••' 
twenty n^i, from the garrison regiment ; ihiS' rest bdr - V'. 
ing dispersed iu the country of €Katx, and fdyir officers i 

^eir commanders, three of whom were in my interest. 
Every thing was prepared. Swords and pistob were 
. ooneealed in an oven which was in my prison. We 
intended to give Hberty.to all the prisoners, and rdUr^^ ,i 

by beat of drum, into B<^emia» , . ^ j 

tTnfiyrtanately, an 'Austrian deserter, to wlieniHi*' J 

cholai had imparted our design, went and^diseoyered | 

oar coxispiracy. The goTemor instantly sent his adju- 1 

• tant ito the citadel, with orders, that the officer on guard 
should arrest Nichdai, and, with his men, tak» pos ses ! 

flion of the casement. 

Nicholai was one of the guard, and the lieutenant 
was my fifiend, and, being in the secret, gave thesignsl . 
that aU was discovered. Nicholai only knew all th« 
conspiratofs, fievend of whom were that day on 'guard. 
He instantly formed his resolution, leapi^ into the 
^^Bsements, crying, *' Gomxades, to arms! we are ^be- 
trayed." All followed to ti guard-hotise, where ttub;^ 
seized on the cartridges, the officer having chaHtf eij^ 
men, and ,threatening'to fire on whoever would oflbr 
reaistauee, came to de]|lrer^me firom prison ; btrt thb 
iron door was too strong, and the time too shortj for 
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^atto btdsMftfahed. Nicholai,cilUiigtoinft,JMMlftj«M^ 

^aid ^em, but in vain; and perceiving nothing moro 
eottld be done for met ^bis fc^Ave maa^beading nineteen 
• > otbera, marched to the gate of the citadel, where there 
waa an under officer and ten eoldiera, obliged these Lq 
accompany him, and thiv arrived aafely at Braunau, in 
Bohemia ; for before the newt wae spread through the 
city I and men were coHected for the pursuit, they were 
nearly half way on their journey. 

Two yean aAer I met with this extraordinary mati 

... at O^^nboorg, where he was a writer. He ehtere4 

. ^immediately into my service, and became my friend^ 

'but died some months after of a burning fever, at my* 

quarters in Hungary, at wBich I was deeply grieved i 

^ his memory will ever be dear to me. 

^ow was i exposed to all the storms of ill fortune^ 
A prosecution was entered against me as a conspiratori 
wbd wanted to corrupt the officers and soldiers of th^ 
king. They commanded me to name the remaining 
Qom^vatiMrs: but to tliese questions Iimade no answer» 
except by steadfiistly df elaring I was an innocent priso- 
Bff , jm officer unjustly broken ; ui^ostly, because I had 
never been brought to trial ', that, con^uently, I was 
released from all my cnj^tgements ; nor could it be 
"thought extraordinary that I sKould avail myself qf that 
law of )»atufe, which gives every man a right to defend 
his honour defamed, and seek, by every possible means, 
to regain his liberty } th&t such had been mj sole pur- 
pose in every enterprise I had formed, and such should 
still continue to be, for I was determined on the pur- 
•ttit, till I should either be crowned with success^ or 
Jose my li^ in thq attempt. 

Things thus remained ; every precaution was taken, 
except that I was not put in irons ; it being a law in 
Prussia, that no gentleman er officer can be loaded with 
ebains, unless he has first, for some crime, been deliver- 
ed ovsf to the executioner, and cer|ainly this had noi 
btea jn^ case. 
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' yfhf mMtm mw9 withdntwn fhmmf 
bnt'tHe greatest iQ wu , I had expended all mf m«Mf, 
and my* kind inigtrera at BerHn, with yfbank I bad iil> 
waiyB corresponded, and which my perieeutori eodil 
not prevent, at last wrote — ^ 

<'My tears ^ow with yonrs; the evHia w^teut 
remedy-^I dare say no mor^-^scape if yoavan.'. Afy 
fidelity wffl ever be the same, when it shall b« pc^hihb 
for me to serve yon. Adieo, unhappy IHmid f yon 
merit a better &te." > ' 

This letter was a thunderbolt. M^ comfort, how- 
ler, still was, tha^ the officers were not snspeeted, t 
and that it was their duty to visit my chamber several 
tones a day, and examine what passed ; &om which 
circumstance I felt my hopes somewhat' revive. Hence 
•an' adventure happened, which is idmost nnesKampled 
in tales oTRni^ht enr^ntry. ■ .■ . , ^ , .. 

A lieutenant, wlibse name was Bach, a Dade by M^ 
tien, mounted guard every foutth day, and wiu tlM 
lifror^b'f the whole garris<m; fbr, being'ttperfteimM^ 
ter (s€ arms, he w%s incessantly hivolved in qoarselt, 
and generally left his marks behiM him. Me ha4 
served in two regiments, neil^er of which w6ttld^»lso- 
ciate with him for this reason ; and he hadbeeitt smiI 
to thtf*garri0on regiment at Glatz as a punishmenft. 

Baeb, one day sitting beside me, related ho^y tbtt 
evening before, he had wounded a lieutenant,' of tile 
mane df Sehell, in the arm. I repli^, laughing;; ** Had 
-I my liberty, I believo you would find some tmvl^ie M 
Wounding me, for { have some skill in the iwnrd.V 
The blood instantly flew in his face ; we spHt off t 
kind of pair of foils ^m an old door, -^ieh hid senrid 
tate as n tftble, aiid, at the first lounge, I hit him en the 
bteafet. V : 'i 

His rage became ungovernable, and he left thi 
prison. What was my astoniidiment, when, a^nMimbnt 
aiWr, I saw him return with two soldlev'r vmsnbt^ 
which he had concealed under his coat. *' Now, then. 
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iMMiCt prove" miA be, gi^nng m» o|m of tlwiliy '' iHiat 
H .^ea flurt eble to do." I endeaToured to peci^ him, 

>3rJn^eae]itibigUiedA]^er, butinefiS^tuAUy. He.«^ 
.tiHd»d mfr intkthe utmost fury, and I wooaded liUn in 
the^pp. 

' "llMwiiig hU «word down, he now feU upon my 
i9e» kuwed me, end wept.. M length, aftei some con- 
vn ve emotions of pleosare, he seid, *^ Friend, thou 
MJft my, roestec ; and thpn must,, thon shaH, by my aid, 
obteiii thy liberty, as certainly as my name is Bcu^h." 
•We bctmd up his arm as well as we could. He left mc, 
»i^ aeetftfy went to a •ttrge<Hi to haye.it properly 
dfeoBcd, end at night returned. 

He now remarii^ed, that it was humanly impossible 
I should esc^e, unless the officer on guaid should de- 
sert with me ; that he wished nothing more ardently, 
i than to saerifice his li& in my behalf; but that he could 

imI Tflliiidhre so fiir to fidget bis honour and duty to de- 
MTt himself while on guard. He notwithstandipig ge.Te 
«M hie. word andJxonour he. would find me such a petew 
i^aftw.days; and that, in the mean t^3)«,He would 
prepare every thftg for mj flight. 
' He returned the same evening, bringing: with him 
Iiieutensnt Schell, and, as he entered, said, ^^J^n^ is 
your man.' ' ^hell embraced me, gave me hie word of 
hoilo|ir,and thus was the affair settled, and, as it proved, 
my liberty ascertained. 

We now began to deliberate on the means neeessftrj 
lo obtain our purpose. Sohell was just come from gar- 
rison at Habelschwert, to the citadel of Glotz, ^utd in 
t^we days was to mount guard over me, till when our 
attempt iraasuspended. My purse at present only con- 
Alined some six pistoles : it was therefore resolved, that 
Beeh should go to Schweidnitz, and obtain money, of 
% Rure friend of mine in that city. 
.' j^m must I inform the reader, that at this time t^e 
elfioen and I all understood each other, Captam K^e^ 
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tHme «zcftpt8d, wlio Wm exaet, rigid, mad f ««• limMk 
on dl oeeftdooB. 

a good, IHlindSty maii} and udentfy dbiiw .<€ ■hiiiii 
escape, Momg my cala,intti<!it w«re aoir so naioli t»* 
creased. The fotir iJenteiMmte, who luc caiii wly wdmrt* . 
ed guard over me, were Baoh, Sefaieeder, LoritB, 
Sehell. The first was' the grand projector, and 
all the preparations^ ScheB was to Mmri-yri^juH" 
and Schroeder and Lunitz three days after were to 
foUow. ■ '^ 

The talents of Sehell were of a superior order; he 
spoke and wrote six langna^s, and was weH aetpiaint* 
ed with all the fine arts. He had eerred in the regi- • 
ment of Fonquet ; had been injured byjiis coloiiel, who 
was a Pomeranian, and Ponquet, who was no fiimd .to 
well-infornied officers, had sent him to a garruiHl regi- 
ment. He had twice demanded his dismission^ hut the 
king sent himtothis'species of imprisomitient. HeHien 
determined to ivengo himself by desettfaig, and was 
ready to aid me in recovering my fireedom, that .|le 
might thereby spite Fouqnet. 

We determine every thing %hould be ]nepared 
against the first time Sehell mounted guard, and ^ait 
our project ^ould be executed on the next. 

Thus, as he mounted guoxd every lour dajrs, the* 
ei^th was to be that of our flight. 

Tho governoT, itieanltUie, had been informed how* 
iumiQar I was become with the officers ; at whtck, 
taking ofBence, he sent orders tiiat my door afaoifedd wn 
more be! opened, but'tfaair I should recvve my Ibod 
througll^a small window j that had been nadafot tfaftt 
pnrptsiel- The care of the pfison was ce ttmiHad to the 
major*, and he was fbrbidden to eat with me, under ^m 
pahrcCheiikg broken. 

Qj^J^cautions'Were meflbctaa] ; tho offioirs prt>» 
enr^ldjRklse key, and remaiued with me half the daji 
tad ni|^ 
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StHd^nypoiQa wattiattoCCtptaiii DuHHtt^ tliw 
nan hfA deserted iron, the Proarian w^vrWt with th« 
Bini MoQgiiig' to ,hk OM(q»ii(jr., to Anetm, where be 
oMtiaad k manm^maaai. ia«faiei6«pfm'« re^menjt, whp 
haffinf '{HMTaiied- an him tt serve as « iqpj diiimg t^ 
cam|»%n of 1744, he wtm taken in ttie. Prqaai^ temjk 
tdMB6| hnowiiy and-oondeimwd to be hangejd^. i 

(fioitoi .Swiidiflh TolttBteers^ who were th^p in the 
^$mi^ interested thexnselTes m his behalf, and his soil- 
tence vss ehangod to perpetual, imprisonment, with a 
sentence of infamy. 

r3'hitc;wretch,.who, two years alter, by hia protcc*- 
toes, not only obtained his liberty, but a lieutenant- 
e<^lKiers commi^on, was then* the secret spy of the 
major over the prisoners ; and he remarked, that, not- 
withstanding tho eacproas prohibition bid on the offi- 
eenr^ tfas^ still passed the greater part of their time in 
OVf. tctHnpany. . 

pTHtt 24th: of Deeember ^ame, and Sohell momsked 
guard. .'He eatesod.my prisoo immedia^ly, where ho 
eaiiLtmued a long time, aaid we made our arrangemente 
fiir flight when he next shoold monat gnard. 

. liientenant* Si^oeder that day dined with.the gov- 
elBor,.and heard orders given to the adjutant, th!^ 
Schell should be takeft firom the guards and put under 



Schroeder, who was in the secret, had no doubt but 
that we were, betrayed, not knowiag that the spy Dam- 
9it3E had iafinmed the goven»r that S^heU was then in: 



''^MnroedBr^liiil.of terror^ eame running, to the 
ciCideiy Had said to Sohell,.'' Seve thyself, friend j aU 
ia-' d iMa o v to a d , and tho« wilt instaally be.put under 
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Schell might easily have provided.)^ hia oifn afL^e- 
^9)0^%^ ■liglyySchrwl^riba^ii^preparedJiorBes/ 
^ieaai oFw&xeh hf^hhunelfo^^dtoaoeompfyr htm. 
iBt9 Bohemia*^ . 
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How Hd Ais worthy aui, ma^momeat so da^oroo*, 
act towards his friend ? 

Runtiiiig mMmdy into my prifpn, he 4rew a corps- 
rwl*» sabfM horn mnder his ooeft, and (M#d, ** Friend, we 
are betrayed-<4)llow me, oidy dd not euAw me to fkXl 
afi're into the hands of my enemies." 

I 'vwmld haY<o spoken; hat, interraptinii;' me. and 
tt&king me by the hand, he added| *^ Fellow me->we 
ha^e tiot a moment to lose." I Xeref(»« slipped oa 
my coat and boots, without haying time to take the 
little money I had left ; and, as we went out of the 
prison, Schell said to the sentinel, ** I am taking the 
prisoner into the Qfficer^l apartment ; stand where you 
ape/* 

Into this room we really went, hut paseed e«t at the 
other door. %The desi^ of Sehell was to go vnder the 
anenal, which was not fat off, to gain the covered wmy» 
leapr the palisadoes, and afterwards esct^ the best we 
might. 

•We had scarcely gone a bnndred paees before m$ 
met dte adjutant and Major Qnaadt. 

Schell started back, sprang upon the rampart, and 
leaped from the wall,- that was there not vejy high.* t 
followed, and lighted unhurt, ezeept having 'grased 
my shoplder. • My poor friend was |iot so fcrtunate, 
having put ont his ankle. H^ immediately drew his 
sword, presented it to me, and begged me t<f despatch 
him, and fly. He Was a small, weak man : but, fiir. 
from oomplymg with liie request, 1 to<^ him in my 
arms, thre^ him over the pnilsadoeS} afterwuds got 
him on my back, and began to run, without very welh 
knowing which way I went. 

The sun h^ just set as we took to flight ; the hoar 
frost fell. No one would run the same risk we had 
done, by nudcing so^ dangerous a le^. We heavd a 
terrible noise behind us. Every body knew ns ; but 
before they could go round the citadel, and through 
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the towiii in order to pursue qS| we had ^t a Mi half. 

league. 

The alarm guns were fired before we were a hun- 
dred paces distatt; at whiclLmy friend was very muel^ 
terrified, knowing that in such cases it was general^ 
impossible to escape fVom Glatz, unless the fagiiives ^ 
had got the start full two hours before the filarn^guns 
were fired, the pa8|i^*being itfOfledittelj all stopped 
by the peasants a^iahussjdfiB^fwho are exceedingly vigi. 
lont. No sooner is a prisftier missed, than the gunnpr 
runs from the guard-heuse, and fires the cannon on the 
three sides of the fortress, w4iichSir|| kept loaded day 
and night for that puii)ose. 

We were not five hundred paces from the wall, when 
all before us and behind us were in motion. 

Among the officers commanded to pursue us, was 
Lieutenant Bart, iny intimate friend. Captain Zerbet^ 
of the regimeftt of Fouqilet, who had always testified 
the kindness of a brother towards me, met us ou Hie 
Bohemian frontiers, and called to me — " Make to the 
left, brother, and you will see some lone houses, which 
ar^on the Bohemian confines ; the hussars have tode 
straight forward." He then passed on as if he had not 
seen us. 

We distinctly heard the alarm sounded in^ the. vtl> 
lages ; and the ^asants, who likewise were to form the 
line of desertion, were every where in motion, and 
spreading the alarm. As it may OrOt be known to 
all my readers- in what manner they j>roceed on these 
occasions In Prussia, I%iII here give a short accouikt 
qf it. 

Officers are daily named on the parade, whose duty 
it is to follow fugitives, as soon as the alarm guns are 
fired. 

The peasants in the villageH likewise are daily ap- 
pointed to run to the guard of certain posts. The ofii- 
eers immediately fiy to thwe ' posts to see that -tSu^ 
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peanoitA do their duty ^ and preveilt the priio]i0r*iiMo«|M. 
Thus does it seldom happen, that a soldier can elbct 
his ^B<^pe, uzilees he be, at the very least, an hoar oli 
the road before the alarm guns are fired. 

I eame to the Neiss, which was a little frozen, enter- 
ed it with my friend^ carried him as long as I could 
wade,jim<j(, when I could not feel the iMttom, whiclx was 
not for mpre tha^^ eighteen* feet, ||^ clung round me, 
and thus we got safely to the other shore. 

My father taught all his^sons to swim, for which 1, 
have oflen had to thank him ; mnce, by means of this 
art, which is easily learned in childhood, I had on va- 
rious occasions preserved my life, and was more bold 
in danger. t 

The reader will easily suppose swimming in the 
midst of December, and remaining afterwards eighteen 
hours in the open air, was a severe hardship. About 
seven o'clock the hoar fog was succeeded by frost and 
moonlight. The carrying of my fViend kept me warm, 
it ie true ; but I began to be tired, while he suffered 
every thing that frost, the pain of a dislocated foot, 
which I in vain endeavoured to reset, and the daiu^er 
of death from a thousand hands, could inflict. 

We were somewhat more tranquil, however/ having 
reached the opposite shoris of the Neiss, since nobody 
would pursue us on the road to Silesia. I followed the 
coforse of the river for half an hour ; and, luiving once 
passed the first villages that formed the line of deser- 
tion, with which. Schell was perfectly aoquainted, we, 
in a lucky moment, found a fisherman's'^boat^raoored to 
• the shore ; into this we leaped, crossed the river again, 
^^d socffikigained the mountains. 

Here being com0, we sat ourselves down awhile on 

the snow; hope revived in our hearts, and we held 

^ e<)uncil concerning ^|pv it was best to act. I cut a 

. iratbk to assist Schell in hopping forward as well as he 

^uld, when I was' tired of carrying him ; and thus vm 
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MOtiinied our route, the difficulties of which were iip- 
ereued by the mountain snowd. 
* Thus passed the night, daring which, up to, the "mid- 
dle in snow, we made but little way. There were no 
paths to be traced in the mountams ; and they, were 
in many places impassable. Day at length appeared. 
We thought ourselves near the frontiers, which axo 
twen^ EngUsh mi]|^ fVom Glatz, wi|^n we suddenly, 
to our great terror, heard the clock strike, i 

Overwhehaed as we were by hunger, col4,^/atigue, 
and painy it was hnpossible we should hold out through 
the day. After some consideration, and another half 
hour's labour, we came to ff village at tlie foot of tlie 
mountain, on the side of which, about three himdred 
paces from us, we perceived two sejparate houses, which 
inspired us with a stratagem that was successful. . 

We lost QUI hats in leaping the ramparts ; but<SchelI 
httd' {kreservef^ his scarf and gorget, which would give* 
him authority among the peasants. ^ 

I then cut my finger, rubbed the blood over iny 
fitce, my shirt, and my coat, itnd b(Amd up my head, 
to ffive me the appearaince of a man dangerously 
wounded. 

In this condition, I carried Schell to the end of the 
wood, not far firom these houses ; here he tied mv hands 
behind my back, but so that I. could easily ,disenga^ 
them in case of need ; and hobbled after me, by aid of 
his flt^, calling for help. 

Two old. peasants appeared, and Schell commanded 
them to nui to the village, and tell a magistrate to come 
Immediately with a cait. ^^ I have seized this knave,*' 
added he, ** who has killed my horse, and,, in the strug- 
gle, pat oui my ankle ; however, I have wounded and 
lk»mul him ; fly quickly, bring a cart, lest he should die 
before he U hanged." % , 

As fiir me, I suffered mjraelf to be led, as if half dead, 
mitoih^ hxnme. A peasamt Wys despatched to the vil- 
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hif e. An old woman and a pretty girl teemed to take 
gpreat pity on me, and gave me some brood and milk ; 
bat how great was our astonishment, when the aged 
peasant called Schell by his name, and told him he well 
knew we were deserters, having the night' before been 
at a neighbouring ale-house, where the officer in pur- 
. suit of us came, named and described us, and related 
the whole histo^ of our flight ! The peasant knew 
Schell, because his son served in his company, and had 
ofcen spoken of him. ^ * 

Presence of mind and resolution -wtre all that were 
now left. I instantly ran to the stable, while ScheU 
detained the peasant in the chamber. He, however^ 
was a worthy man, and directed him the roads towards 
Bohemia. We were still but about some seven mile« 
from Glatz, having lost ourselves among the moun- 
tains, where we had wandered many miles. The 
daughter followed me ; I found three horses in the 
stable, but no bridles. I conjured her in the most pas- 
sionate manner to assist me. She was affected, seem- 
ed half willing to follow me, and gave me the two 
bridles. I led the horses to the door, called Schell, 
and helped him with his lame leg on horseback. The 
old peasant then began to weep, and beg I woidd not 
take his horsed; but he luckily wanted courage, and 
perhaps t]tie will, to impede us ; for, with a nngle dungT. 
ibrk, in our then feeble condition, he might have stop- 
ped us long enough to have called in assistance from 
the village. 

And now behold us on horseback, without hats or 
saddles; Schell, with his uniform scarf and gorget, 
and I in niy red body guard coat. Still were we In 
danger of seeing all our hope^ vanish, for my horse 
would not stir Horn th&stable. However, at last, good 
horseman like, I mad^pinx move. Schell led the waj^, 
and we had scarcely gone a hundred paces, before we 
perceived the peasants coming' in crowds from thot 
village. 

4-* 
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Ak kind fifftone woitld have it, the people were all 
tt 6liurcfa, it being a festival ; the peasants Schell.liad 
ient W0te dki&ged to cttU aid out of ehurch. It wm 
ftirt rAde in the morning ; and had the peasants been 
at home, we had beeii lost without hope. 

\fe were obliged to take, the road to Wunsfaelburg, 
ind pOBs thrott^ the town' where S.eh6ll had been 
quartered a* month before, and every I^Kidy knfewhjm. 
Onr dre0s, without hats or saddles, sufficientl;^ pro- 
claimed we wefdr deserters. Our horses, however, 
r4»atintied to go i4»lerably well, an!d we had tiiie good 
fudc to get through the town, although there was a 
.frarrison o^ one hundred and eighty infantry, and 
twelve horse, purposely to arrest deserters. Schell 
knbw the r^ad to Braunau, where we arrived at eleven 
o'clock, after having met, as I before mentioned,. 
Cftptain Zerfost. 

Thus, in freedom at Braunau, on the Bohemian 
fmntik^a, I 'sent the two 4ioraes, with the corporal's 
. 3Wi$rd, Badk to General Fdinquet, at Gltttz. iThe letter 
ace^mpAn^ing th^m was so pleasmg to him, ^bat all 
tik ifentinels before my prison door, as well as the 
guards ilndbf arn:f9, and iXt those we passed) were 
dbligiBd to'run the gantlet, although, the very day be- 
i6Wyh€ ifid= hihiself declared my escape was now^ren- 
dWCNl impOMibie. 

The erstintbs which had been purchnsed by the blood 
of miy foif6fathM8 were confiscated ; and thus was a 
youth, of one of the noblest families in the land, whoso 
b^art Was HU 2e&I for the service oiias king and coun- 
tx^, aind Mo was among those most capable to render 
theaid^rvice, Vanished, by this uiljust and misled king, 
and treated Uke the wont of miscreants, malefactors, 
tad fraitor»v ^ 

^ wrote to the kfaig, and sent wn a true stiate of my 
CBite ; Mlit indubitable proofs of my innocence, and 
supplicated justice, but received no answer. 
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Mckjor 0OO,' who, as I have said, waft (he er^tare of ' 
Fooquet, a mean and covetonst man, kikoWing I H^d 
ifi^nto^, had nl^iijn acted the pact of a ptot^etor, as ho , 
pP9tenA&d t6 me, a;nd continually told me I was cotn 
dfentinied for-Hfe. He perpotnallx turned the eonYOrsa- ^« 
tion on the great credit of his general' with Ae king, 
sind hte <mn gte^t credit with thi& geiieral. For thef 
present of a hoTse, on which I rode to Gktz, ho gave ^ 
ine the frOt»dom of walking aboTit t^e fbrtreent ; and ibr * 
another, worth a hund^ dlicat^, I rescued Ensigh ReiU 
from death, who had heen betrayed, when todeavonr- 
ing to effect our escape. I have been assi^ed, that on 
that very day on which I snatched his sword irom his • 
mde, despei^lely passed through the garrison, and leap- 
ed the walls of the rampart, he was expressly coma to 
tell me, afler soine prefatory threat^, that, by his 
j^eiieral^li intercession, my punisl(meht was only to bo 
a year's i!t]priflonnient;8(ndtiiat, consequently, I should 
ble reloacted in a &w days: « 

And libW was I in Bohemia, a fugitive tltranger, . 
without raoiiey, protector, or friend, arid cfnly twenty . 
years of ajg^. 

In the ctunpaign of 1744, I had been quartered at* 
Brannan^ with a we&^er, whom I adiHrsbd and assisted 
to biiry his efiects, and preserve them fbom being plun- 
dered. The worthy man received us with joy and 
j^ratitude. 

I had but a single louis-d'or in my purse, and 8chel^ 
n>rty kireiitzerti, or ^ome three n^illings; with tl^is 
small sum^ in a strange country, we had to cure hts 
uprain-, and provide for all our wants. 

I was determined not to go to my qousin Trenck at 
Vie&na. I Wrote to tny mistress at Berlin, but receiv- 
ed no answer 4 possibbL because I oould liotindhsttte 
any certain mode of cflpeyance. My mother believed 
me guilty> and abandoned me : my brothers were stiu 
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minors ; and my fVieiid at Schweidnitz could not aid 
me, being gone to Koqigsberg. ' 

After three weeks' abode at Braunau, my friend ri^- 
covered of his lameness. We had been obliged to sell 
my watch, with his scarf and gorged, and had only four 
florins remaining. 

Never till now had I felt any inconvenience from 
poverty ; my wants had been amply supplied, and I 
had ever lived among, and been highly loved and es- 
teemed by, the first people of the land< I was now des- 
titute, without aid, and undetermined how to seek 
employment or obtain fame. 

At length I determined to travel on foot to Prussia, 
to try my mother, and obtain money frem her, and af- 
terward enter into the Russian service. Schell, whose 
destiny was linked to mine, would not forsake me. 
We assumed &lse nimes. I called myself Knert, and 
Schell, Lesch ; then, obtaining passports like common 
deserters, we left Braunau on the 21st of Janusgry, in 
the evening, unseen of any person, and proceeded to- 
wards Bilitz, in Poland. A ftiend I had at Neurode 
gave ihe a pair of pocket-pistols, a musket, and three 
ducats. The money was spent at Braunau. Here let 
mc take occasion to remark, I had lent this friend, in 
urgent necessity, a hundred ducats, which he still owed 
me ; and, when I sent to request payment, he returned 
me three, as if I had asked charity. 

Though a circumstantial description of qiii travels 
would alone fill a volume, I shall only relate the most 
singular accidents which happened to us. I shall also 
insert the journal of our route, which my firiend Schell 
had preserved, and gave me in 1776, when he came to 
see me, at Aiz-la-Chapelle, after an absence of thirt;^ 
y»ars. ^^ . 
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Of Travels on fool from Brawnau, in Bohemia, through 
BiUtZf in Poland^ to Meseritz ; and from Meseritz, 
hy Thorn, to Elhing ; in the whole , KiO miles:' 
performed toithout begging or stealing. 

Jan. 18th, 1747. From Braunau, by Politz, to Na- 
nhod, three miles, we having three florinB forty-five' 
kriietzeirs in one purse.^ 

Jsn. 19; To Neostadt. Here Schell bartered his 
uniform for an old coiCt, and a Jew gave him two llorina 
ilfleen kreutzera in exchange. From hence we went 
to Reichenau; in all three miles. 

Jail. 2D. • We went to Leutomiflcfael, five miles. 
Here I bought a loaf hot out of the oyexx, Vhich, eating 
greedily, had nearly caused my death. Thie obliged 
us to rest a day, and the extravagant ehar^ of the 
landlord almosi emptied our puise. 

Jan. 2SI. From Triban to Zwittwa, in Meravia, four 
miles, 

Jan. 23. To Sternberg, six miles. This day*s jour- 
ney excesnvely fatigued poor Schell ; his sprained 
ankle being stiH vsry weak. 

Jim. 24. To Leibnitz, four miles ; in a dedp ntow, 
and with einpty stomachs. Here I sold my stock* 
buckle for four florins. 

Jan. 25. To Fryberg, by Weiskiroh, to Dnttoohusch , 
Hve miles. Early in the morning, we found a violin 
and case on the road. The inn-keeper in Weiskireh 
^ve us two florins for it, on condition that he should 



* Tbe Gerfaum mile contains from four to leven EncUrili miles, 
and this variation a^am ta||tond on tl^e ignorance of the peo- 
ple, and OB the roads being ^Rlme "places hut little fi«quentcd.. 
it seems probaUe, the baron and his Mkni might haT^o^yelled 
ab6at8eOBiigIi&h^mite6. 
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retom it to the owner, on proving his right, it being 
worth at least twenty. 

Jan. 26. To Freideck, in Upper Silesia, two miles. 

Jan. 27.. To a viUage, four miles and a half. 

Jan. 28. Through Schotscha to Bilitz, three miles. 
This was the last Austrian town on the frontiers of 
Poland ; and Captain Capi, of the regiment of Mari- 
sciiall, whg ^mmanded the garrison, demanded our 
passports. We had false names, and ealled .ourselves 
common Prussian deserters ; but a drummer, who had 
deserted firom Glatz, knew us, and betrayed us to the 
captain, who immediately arrested us very rudely, and 
gent us on foot to Teschin, refusing us a hearing, four 
miles distant. 

Here we found Lieutenant-Colonel Baron Schwarzer^ 
a perfectly worthy man, who' was highly interested 
in our^behalf, and who blamed the irregular, arbitraxy 
conduct of Captain Capi. I frankly related my adven- 
tures, and he used eves^ possible argument to persuade 
me, instead of continuing my journey through Poland, 
to go to Vienna 9 but in vain. 

I returned, therefore, a second time to Bilitz, trav- 
elling these four miles once more. Schwarzer lent 
us his own horse, and four ducats, which I have since 
repaid, but which I shall never forget, as they were 
of signal service to me, and procured me a pair of new 
boots. 

Irritated against Captain Capi, w® passed through 
Bilitz, without stopping, wont immediately to Bictia, 
the first town in Poland, and from thence- sent Capi a 
challenge to f^ht me,^with sword or pistol, but receiv- 
ed no answer. 

Feb. 1. We proceeded four miles, from Biala to 
Oswintzin, I having determined to ask aid firom my 
fldster, who had married )MH|p^) ^>^ ^^^d much at 
her ease, at a fine estate atxiammar, in Branden- 
Imrgh, between Lahdsberg, on the Warta, and Mesaritz, 
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a fhmtier town of Poland. For this reason, we con- 
tinued our route all along the Sileaian conBned, to 
Meseritz. 

Feb; 2. To- Bobrek and ElkuBcb; five jniresc We 
■afiered much this day, because of the snow, and that 
the lightness of our dress was ill suited to such' severe 
weather. Sch^ negligently lost our purse, iitwhich 
were nine florins. I had still, however, nineteen grosch 
in mj pocket (about half a crown.) 
Feb. 3. To Crumelew, three miles ; and 
Feb. 4. To Wladowiegud Joreck, three miles more ; 
and. from tlience, on 

Feb. 5. To Czenstochowa, where there is a magnif- 
icent convent, concerning which, had I room, I might 
\vTite many remariuible things, much to the disgrace 
of its inhabitants. * 

We slept at an inn kept by a very worthy man, 
whose name was Lazar. He bad been a lieutenant iti 
the Austrian service, where he had sufibred much, and 
was now become a poor inn-keeper in Poland. We ^lad 
not a penny in our purse, and requested a bit of bread*. 
The generous man had compassion on us,, and demred 
us to sit down, and eat with himself. I ^en told* him 
who we were, and intrusted him with the motives of 
our journey. Scarcely had we supped, be&re a car* 
riage arrived with four people. They had their own 
horses, a servant and a coachman. 

We had before met this carriage at Elkusch, and 
one of these people had asked Schell where we were 
going. He had replied, to Czenstochowa ; we there- 
fore Had not the least suspicion of them, notwithstand- 
ing' the danger we ran. 

They lay at the inn, saluted uS) but with indiffe- 
rence, not seeming to notice us, and spoke little. We 
had not been long in iled before our host came to 
9.waken us, and told us, with surprise, these pretended 
merchants were sent to arrest us, firom Prusma ; that 
they had offered, fbst, fifly , aflf^^wards, a hundred ducats^ 
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if b» woM jMrmit itaen to take oi in his houie, tnd 
carry us into Silesia ; that he had firmly r«^cted the 
proposal, though thejr had increased their promiies ; and 
that, at last, they had given him six ducats to engage 
silence. 

We clearly saw these were an officer and under offi- 
cers sfent by General Fouquet to recotrer us. — We con- 
jectured by what means they had discovered our route, 
and imagined the information they had received could 
only come firom one Lieutenant Mollinie, of the garri- 
son of Habelschwert, who had come to i^sit Sehell, as a 
friend, during our stay at Braunau. He had remained 
^with us two days, and hod asked many questions con- 
cerning the rqad we shpuld take, andiie.was the only 
one who know it. He was probably the spy of Fou- 
quet, and the cause of what happened . afterwards, 
which however ended in the defeat of our enemies. 

The moment I heard of this infamous treachery, I 
was for entering with my pistols primed into the ene- 
my*s ehamher ; but was prevented by Schell ,and La- 
zar : the latter entreated me, in the strongest manner, 
to remain at his house till I should receive a supply 
from my mother, that I might be enabled to continue 
my journey with more ease and less da^cr : but his 
entreatics^'were ineffectual ; I was determined to sec 
her, uncerts^ as I was of what effect my letter had 
produced. Lazar assured me, we should most infalli- 
bly be attacked on the road. ^' So much tlie better/' 
retorted I ; " that 'will give me an opportunity of de-** 
spabdiing them, «an»img them to the other world, and 
shooting them ajs I would highwaymen.*' They de> 
parted at* break of day, .and took the road to Warsaw. 

We would have been 'gone, like wise, but Laaar in 
scMse sort forcibly dotainod us, and gave us the six 
dttcalaihe had received from tlie Prussians, with which 
WB .bought us each a shirt, another pair of pocket 
pistold, and ntiier urgent itocessaries ; then took an al- 
feelransto loav^e of the tiost, who directed us on our 
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^Wll;3h *^ ^"^ tMtififid our fnttitodo fbt te rgtm^ mr* 
▼ice* d<Hio us. 

Ftfb. 6. From Czenstoohowato ]>a|duiw, two jdHm. 
Htfi« we AKpeoted aa attaok. Lazar had told va our 
«»eiiiiea had hut oaa i^uiket, I alio had a moiket and 
a» eaEcelleiil tebre> and each of ua was piovidad with a 
plur of^ft^. 

Feb. 7, We took the Yoad to Panemechi; we had 
^ot teett a& hoiir on l^e road before we eaw a carrii^. 
A4 we drew near, we knew it to be thatof oitteiieiiiiea, 
who fvetended it was set in the anow. . Thejt were 
Ti>ifiad it, aody when they aaw oa approach, began to call 
fbr he^p. This we guessed was an artifiae to entn^ 
^.m. BoheU was not atrong ; they< would all bare ftBen 
<upen me, alid we should eaaily have been earried off, 
:^r they wanted to take us alive. 

We left the eauneway about thirty paces, anawerin^ 
'^' We had not ti^e to |^ive them help;" at which they 
;dl ran to tiieir eatfrii^^ drew out their piafcola, and, re^ 
-^ttining Ml ^peed after ua, called, ^ Stop, raaeala !*' 
■We beigan to vun, but I, suddenly tunang round, pre- 
sented my pieee^ and idiot the neareat dead on the spot. 
Sefaefi fired^hia pistols; our opposera did the aame, and 
8chel] received a ball in ^ neck at thia discharge. li 
waa now my lum. I took o^t m^ piatola; one of the 
aittflSIantf fled, and I, enraged, puraus^bim three hun- 
..cfared paces, overtook him, and, aa he waa de&nding 
Jmnaelf with hia iBwerd> perceiving he bled, and made 
bat a finable fcMsatanoe, preaaed upon him) and gave 
him aaM^ that brought him down. I matuitly re- 
• tunMd tb iScheil) whofl^ I found in the power of twp 
olhi^, thut W9X% dragjgiQg bim towafdsHhe carriage ; 
Imt, rnkm ihf(y avw me «t tiiair heels, they fle4 over 
4» fiaUe. 7be aaluihman, perceiving vdiieh way the 
^M» wemt^, leaped en bia box, aad ^ave off ftdl 



0cheII» tbpiigb ditfUnnaiedi. was wounded with a ball 
11^ the ne^lr/aji^brir a^Hit in the sight band, wlHfibha^ 
5 . ■ 
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made him drop his swof d, though he aflirmed he hid 
run one of hifl adTersaries through. 
' I took a aQver wateh from the man I had killed, and 
was going to make 'free with his purse, when Schell 
caAled*, and showed me a coaeh^nd mx coming down a 
^ hill. To stay would have exposed us to have been bb- 

f ' prisoned as highwaymen ; for the two fugitives, who 
* ' : ^ had escaped ,us, would certainly have borne witness 

*«' against us. Safety could only be found in flight. \_ 

however seized the musket and hat of him I had first 
killed, and we then gained the copse, and after that the 
forest. The road was round about, and it was night 
before we reached Parsemechi. 

Schell was besmeared with blood ; I had bound tip 
his wound the best I. could; but in Polish villages na 
surgeons are to be found, and he performed his journey 
with great difficulty. 'We met with two Saxon under 
officers here, who were recruitmg foi^the regiment of 
guards at Dresden. My six foet height and person 
pleased them, and they immediately m^e themselves 
acquainted with me. I found them intelligent, and in- 
trusted them with our secret, told them who we were, 
related the battle we had that day had with eur pursu- 
ers, ajid I had not reason to repent of my conildenoe in 
thom. Schell had his wounds dressed \ and we re- 
mained seven ^ays with these good S«xons, who fii^- 
I fully kept us C(%ipafiy. 

I learned, mean time, that, of the 'fott men by whott 
vre had been assaulted, one only and the coach'^nan re- 
turned alive to Glatz. The name of the officer, who 
undertook this vile business, was Gerfilorf ; he had a 
hundred and* fifty ducats' ^ Ine poeket when ft«iid 
dead. Ilow great would our 'fortune have been, had 
not that cursed coach and nir by its appearaDoe toadft 
us take to fli|^f , since the booty, would ifUve \lbm^ 
more just! Fortune this time /did not fovour te^in- 
nocent ; and,' though trakere^osly^ siltlliBked^ f '"^iras 
'obliged to esoepe l&e a guilty wretch. W6"SG<l4:tIie 
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watch to a Jew for fi>ur ducats, the hat for tfar^e floriiui 
and a half]| and the mviA:et for a ducat, Schell bein^ 
unable to carry it fiurther. We left moit'of thisnumey 
behind us at Parsemechi. A Jew surgeon sold us 
8(Hne- dear plasters, which we took with us, and de^ 
parted. 

Feb. 15. Frcim Parseinechi, throtigh- Vielum, to 
Biala, four m^es. 

Feb. 16. Through Jerischow to Micorsen^ four 
miles and a half. 

Feb. 17. To Osterkow and Schwarzwald, threft 
miles. 

Feb. 18. To Sduno, four miles. 

Feb. 19. To Goblia, two miles; 

Here we arrived wholly destitute of money. I sold 
nry coat to a Jew, who gave me four jBorins, and' a 
o^arse wagoner's frock, in exchanife, which I did not 
iMnk I should long iieed, as we'now6rew nearer to- 
where my sister fi^ed, and where I hoped I should be 
better equipped. Schell, however, grew w«aker aivi 
weaker; his wounds healed slowly, and were ex- 
pensive : the cold also wttr injuripus to him7 imd, is hd« 
was not by nature eleanly m his pefrson, hi»body soon- 
became the harbour of every species of venxnn to ,be' 
picked xtp ib Polind. We often arrived wet and v^ascrf 
to our smoky reeking stove(-room.' Often were Wtf 
obliged to lie on straw or the bare bgiirds; and t|i»' 
various hardships we sufiered were almtost incredible.' 
Wandering as we did, in the midst of winter, thM>u^h 
Poland, where humanity, hos|>itaIity^ and genlJl^e pity^ 
are scarcely so much as known byname; where «er* 
^lesB Jews deny tiie poor traveller a bed ; and wher^" 
we disconsolately strayed without brted, and almost' 
naked. These were sufferings, the full extent of wfaidi 
fae only can conceive^ by whom they have- been felt.' 
my musket *now and then procured us to oc6aidoxial 
meal of tamft geese, and cocks and hens, whelh thtbe. 
yt^Tfi to be had i .otherwise we never tocK or tonoheft 
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inqc tluaf tba vaikiiot oar own. Wsmttwitli 
Wfjtdi EruMiui r^emiten mt variow pkcMi^^ il\ of wh^ 
<i^ aMOiinl of my yoath and alatuBe, wew eagw to 
hureigU mft'* I was higUy divezled to heic them enn^ 
nmfate all the powbilitiM of fiituro gfaatnaai, and 
how liable I waa hereafter to become a corporal. 
Nor waa Ilesa merry with their mead, ale, and bran^ 
dy, given with ah intent to make me dnudL. Thua 
had we many artifieea to guard againot ; l)ut thua had 
we likewise, Tezy luckily for us, many a good meaL 
gratia. 

Feb. 2L We wont from Goblin to Pugnitz, thne * 
miles and a half. 

Feb. 22. Through Stoadmeat to Schmlegel, fiwr 
imlea. 

Hare happAfieda aingular adTanlure. The peasant* 
at tfab plaoe ware dmr.ihg to a Yila acra^MP on the ▼ior 
lin. I took the Inatntment myadf, and played while 
they, contihned thaiv hilaniy . Thej? were mu^ plota- 
efei witib iay^plagdiy : bnt wiheii^ I wa8.ti0ed^ and desi- 
rous U> have done, they obUgfid'me, fiiat by importum- 
tiefc, and a^erwarda fay . Ihreata> to play oii> aU night. 
Iwasao &%nedlth^rnghtlakimtd hasa fiMttted: at 
length they quarried amQng/themaahres. Sehell waa 
sleeping on a bench, and some of them ftU on hia 
tvounded haxid* He rose Birioua ; I seized- our arau, 
h^m. tot lay abput me, and, while all w«s in eonihsiony 
we escaped intheut further ill treatmeall. 

Fr<^, 2^ Fvom. 8<&hmiegel to'BaknmtZj and' ftona 
"Qifitkc^ W Kaner Hollaiid, ibur miles anda Imlf. Kerer 
we sold^ to pretwotdying.of hunger, a shirt and SoheH'a' 
vniatooat, far; eighteen groach, qr niha sehoataok. V 
liadi shot a. puBeft the iaq^, before, which necessity oblig<M 
ed Utto eat raw. I ako k^led & orew, which I db> 
««iited alone, Schell refusing to taate. 

KbIk 21 We ^ama through Behsen lo Letto), foot 
iwito. Heie 9a hillad « day to leani^ the road to 
Hartwiat, hi BwAdenburgh, where, my sister Kfvdi • f 



solder who Hted at Lettel, aiid bdoligad to KoIidhMv 
where idie was hdra, a, vaMsl of liiy 0urter*« husbkiki. T 
teici herwho I wad^iend the became oiur.graide. 

F«b.96. To Kurftehen and FiUhenigbialde. 

Feb. 27. ' Through Neuendorf and Oett^ and aHer- . 
wards through a pathfess wobd, five HiUes and a half/, 
to Hammer ; and here I knocked at my/nster^s door, 
at nine o'clock in the evening. . ' : 

A maid aervwot eame to the doop whom I kne^.; her 
name was JtkupfKoA ibe had been bomf and- hroo^ht 
\>pj» my &thef *d heiuw^ She was ternfi^d at seeing a 
sturdy fellow in a beggar's dress ; which perceiving, I 
asked, ** MoUy,'^ not ^ou know me ?" She itnswered, 
*' No ;" and I then discovered myself tohor« Tasked 
whether my brother-in-law was at home ; Maxy re« 
pli9d» ^ Yes, but he is ffick in bed." << T^ll my dster 
then," said I, " that I am here." She showed* me Imo . 
4 a room, and my sister presently came. V 

, She was alarmed at seeing me, not knowing that I 
had escaped from Glatx, and ran to inform her hus-'« 
ban4) but did not return. 

A (laafrtejr of an hour« after the good Mary came 
weeping'^, and told us her master commanded us to quit 
the premises instantly,, or he should be obliged to Ime 
ti» arrested, and delivered up as prisoneriv My sister Vi 
husband forcibly detained her, and I saw her no more. 

I lurioudy left the house, uttering a thousand meti-* 
aces against its inhabitants, while the kindl^a^t^d. 
Mary, still weeping, slipped three duoats into my hand, 
-^hich I accepted. 

And now behold us once more in the woods, which 
Trere not 'above a hundred paces firom the hoassTy half 
dead with hunger and iatigue, not faring to enter any 
hsibitation while in the states of Brandenbuzghy sml 
dragging our weary steps all night in snow and rain, 
until our guide at length brpught us back at day- 
lirwik ones mwe to the town of Lettol. 
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WkmhmmWwf^ ia'pHy at out fioe, ffitd^t'e&fAi^ctfff- 

f lMi« liw.hope mora in llitat» ; aadi i^tfttiwwfd* Mnii 

ibr her to Vkvia, in 1751, wHiBM I too^fieitt c«r«o#)Mr. 

Deoeircd in ths u4' I oj^pitoted, Vwn oli%M» to 
^■ttf» tt^r plm, and ^ to my mdtlier, who S^«A In 
Pnuiift, nine laQes beyond Konigi^er|^» 

Feb. 29. Wtfr eontinoed, tired, anxi««e and- dietveea- 
ed, at Lettel. 

Maareh 1. Wewest three make t^ fteMe, anAon 

fibreb 3. A mile and a half Auriher lyi Meseritz. 

March. % Thfoi%h MereebaAtt td lUrufaaam, throet 
miles.' 

Mnreh 4. Ilirotigh Zirche, l/V^uneek, ObestohoWf 
to Stodnitse, aeven miiee in one day> three of which ww 
had thagood fortune to ride. 

Marchr ft. Three miles, to l^goaen, whita!6^ w6 af ' 
rivt»d withottt' BO mneh as a heHw* to pay ottr lodging 
The Jew inn-keeper ^ove vm out of hie hmue-; wv 
were obl|gwl to wander all night, and, at breadc of de^i 
Ibottd we had etrayt^ two railef out of the road. 
- We entered a peasant's cottagw, w^eve an eld W!8^ 
men waa drawing bread hot out of an ovem Wn had 
too money to oflbr, and I Ibit at this monieat tiM' poe- 
sib^y e^en of committing miuider Ibr a morael a# 
breed, to satii^ the intolerable eravin^ d hmigar. 
Shadderkig with torment inexpressible at the thooghty 
I hastened out of the door, and we walked on two 
mdes more to Wongrofze. 

Here I, fi>r a ducat, sold my mnahet, winoh had pre*' 
«ttred ns many a meal ; such was the extremity of o«r 
diitreii. . We then satiated oor appetites, after hatini; 
\mw ftfty hours withont food or ilee^, and hailn^ 
tratvBed ten miles in sleet and enow. 

MlUNdSr^. We tested, mA eeme, on the Till, throng h 
Cto^n «e 4 tflhge id Oe ferect, Ibor miles. 

Bifre wa id)' ita with a gang cif gipidee (of faUMi^ 
banditti) amoontiBg t» ibor hun dr e d- meft w4iadM|»i 
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^awli» 4mrter », atid>thitikhig«ie tbafar e<|M|| wbidA 
ftts^iAe lateeome ^ae of ^Uieii tend. B«l t>MitariMf 
ta^t^ my stoiy to tlMir teafder/hc preiented rae witti 
ft orawBy' gave us a small pMmBion of broad sod meal, 
and fuflbred us to depart boi poaco/ afWr bavmg *botii 
fi^vr-and'^twoiity houfo in thtfir cmnpaay. 

If areh 9. We prooeoded lo Lapuseluii, three milea 
and a batf ; and the 19th to Thorn, four mUes. 

There wall a fair held at Thorn on the day oPouf ar- 
wnX, ^duspickma might well ariae among tka €tcfw4f 
jxn aeeing a strong, tall young raan, wretchedly otofh- 
ed, wt^ a large sabre by his side, and a pair ol* pistols 
m hia girdle, accompaniM by another, as poor^ ap- 
^pamled-aa himself, with his hand and neck bomd up; 
^|iMl:9naed fik^wSse with pistohr, »o that, altogether, he 
iBwe' i«8embled a sp^ctfe than a man. 

We woai into an imi, but were reftwed entertain'* 
meBt. I then asked lor the Jesuits' eoUege, where I itt<» 
gulled ikfr the lather rector. They supposed at first I 
WM ft thief come to seek an ai^kun. After long wait* 
ing' aad much entreaty, his Jesuitical highness at 
! < fcg t h made his appearance, and received me aa the 
Qfaat Mcgul would his slave. My ease cctrtainly wts 
pitialde^ I related all Urn events of my fi£i, and th* 
puvpertofmyiotimey; conjured him to save Schell, 
Wh^ was unabib to proceed Airther, and whose wounds 
grew da^y iroAe ; and •prayed lum to entertain him at 
the Qoaveoi till I riiould have been to my mother, have 
obtained tiMkiey, and fetumed to Thorn, when I would 
certainly repay him whatever expense he might have 
beMft at, with thanks and gratitude. 

Sdorcely- woidd he fisten to my humble request*; 
thened, indl fnterrapted me eontimtolly to tell me> ** Be 
btftif, I have more pressiiig aflairs than dune.? fill 
tee, 1 w«0 turned •way witheut obtaimng the leait 
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Monrnfid Md angryr-I i«ft"tlie college^ fiUMbwaat lo 
n^ lodging hoii«0, wl^ese I fo«md » Pninrian recxliitiB^ 
officer waiting for me^ who used all his atHo^engafd- 
me to enliit; ofiering .mefiye htiaidred doUarf, atid to 
make me a corporal if 1 ,9piild write. I pretmL^d I 
was A Livoniaa, whQ bad ^^eerted &om tb^^Attatriaens, 
to return home^ and claimapti^heritance left mebyw/* 
iather. After much peisfiasitm he at length tPM.mo, 
in confidence, it was veiry'wril^own in th^tCvwuthat 
I was a robber ; th^t I shoiild soon be jtaiiexi M<f^ a 
^ laagistrate, but that, )f | would enlist, he wmilA enture 
my safety. 

This language was new to me'; my pasakfQf tose iA' 
stantoneously ; I rewtembered my name wan Tranck-' 
I struck him, and drew- ray ^woTd ; but, indtead of de^ 
feeding himself, he spraag oat of the obainbeir, charging 
the host not to let m/e quit the house. I kfiAw the tiPwn. 
of Thorn had agreed with th$ king cf Prussia, ^efcr^tly, 
to deliver up deserters, and, began to. feai;. the 'conse- 
quences. Looking through the windowv I a^vf twa 
Prussian officers enter the h^use. Schell an<} I inntantly 
^w to arms, and met the Prussians at : the . chamber 
d^or. '^Make way,'* cried I, presenting my.pilMn>' 
l%e Prussian sc^diens drew their swocds, but retired 
with fear. Going out of the^ house, leaw a Prusaiaii 
licrutenant in the street with the town guard* ' These I 
overawed likewise by the san^ means, and n»one dacit 
oppose me, though evei^ one -cried, ^^ Stoqp thl^." I 
came safely, however, to the Jesuits' convent; but poor 
Schell was taken, and dragged to prison Mke % male- 
factor. 

Half mad at npt belQg able to rescue him* I imagined 
he must soon be delivered up to ther Prussians: My te- 
caption was much better at the convent thaik it had 
been before, £ot they no longer doubted but tlcat I WAa 
- really a tUef who sought an asylum. I Addreasad 
myself to one of the fathers^ who appeared to ba. a good 
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kiadef ft mm. Misted briaflf wha had Iwif paat^, and 
ftntretted he would eodaaTomi W diaeom why thejF 
Mottght to mckleH lu. 

He wen^ out, sad, ratiiniiixi|^ In ^a hoar aftar, told 
be : ** Nobody knows you ; a con>idawd>la thaft waa 
yeeterday oommitted in the Mr ; aU auapicioua j^nooa 
are seked : yoii entefod the town accoatuad like ban* 
ditti. The- man where you put up ia aaaployed aa a 
PruMoian enlisteri and haa annoonped yo» aa auapioioua 
people. The Pruanan Heutenant thereupon laid oom- 
plaint ai^ainst you, and it waa thought naeeaaajry to 
secure your peraone. 

Myjby at hearing^ t^awaagsaat. Our Moravian 
pissport, and tile journal of our roi4e» whiah I had in. 
my peeket, were fiiU prooft of our innoeanoe. I re- 
<tue0ted ihejr woidd send and inquire at the town where 
we lay the lu£[ht before. I aoon oon^eed the Jeauit 
I epoke truth : he vMntf and preasntly returned with, 
oae of the ayndiea, to whom I gave a more fbil aoeount 
of myself. The syndie examined SehaUt >nA found hia 
■tory and mine agreed; besides wfalidi, ouf papera, that 
tkey had seised^ deedared who we were. I passed the 
Bight in the convent without elosing my eyes, ravolving 
in'u^ mind aH the rigeuns of my fkte. I waaattU 
more cHafnrbed for Schelt, who knew not whtoe I waa, 
kH remained* flrm^ persuaded we should be condacted 
to Berlin ; and^ if so, determined to put ^period to hia 
life. 

My doubta were all ended at ten i» the momjnf / 
when my good Jeauit anslved^ aiad waa feUowad by 
^Hend Sehell. The jodges, he said, had fimnd ua nno- 
cca^ and dsolared us see to go 'Whefe wft pleaaed : 
luhiing, however, that he adviaed- us to be upon our 
guerd, we being watched by the Pruasian wilis|aaa; 
tUt the^ lieutenant had hoped^ ^barring ua aoinmittad 
iithietea;ioobUgenetoent«r; akid Ihat thia waidtt 
Mvount Ibr all that had happensd. 
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I g^V9 SdMU a most affectionate welcome, ytko haci 
betoEL verj ill used when led to priaoa, bocafiBe he had 
endeav^vired to defend himself with his left hand, and 
follow me. The people had thrown mud at him, and 
called him a xaseal, that would 80<m be hanged. Schell 
was little able to travel further. The father rector 
sent ufi a ducat, but did not see us ; and the. chief 
magistrate gave each of us a crown by way of indem- 
nification for fidse knpfisonment. Thus dent away, we 
returned to our lodging, took our bundles, and imme^ 
dlately. prepared to hiave Thorn. 

As we went, I reflected, that, on the road to Elbing, 
' we must pass thnoHgh seversl. Prussian villages, and 
. mqutred fi>r a shqp where we might purchase a map. 
We were directed to an old woman, who sat at a door 
across tfae,way, and were told she had a good assort- 
ment, lor that her. son waA a scholar. I addressed m.y- 
self to her, and my question pleased her ^ I having 
. added, we were jonfortunate travellers, who wished to 
find, by the-map^ the road to Russia. 
. She showed us into a cbacnbey^ laid. a» atlasi en the 
table, and placed herself oppoaite me while I .eyigafHoed 
the map, .and endeavoured toi hide a bit of a ra^^d 
i;j|iffle that had made its .aj^earance. After stei^ilistlf 
loc^ng at me« sbe.at length exclaimed, with a sad* and 
mouenftd tone, '^ <Grood God ! . wl;^ knows what is now 
become of my poor son ! I can see, sir, you too o^e of 
a good family. My son would go and seek his fortune,, 
and for these eight years haye I. had no tidinga.of him. 
He must now be in iJie Au%trian cavi^ry.'' I ju^kt^ v» 
what regiment : ^f Tbo regiment of Hohenh^mft.yoti 
aire Jus, vjsry pietore." f .Js he, not of my Might ?'* 
"Yes, nearly." .<«Has be nf>t light hair,?" «Ye% 
like youn, sir/' «' What is bis iiame ? 'i J' liie n^me 
is WiBiam.?'. '^Ne, my deair mother," ciied ^,1^ WU- 
Uam isjidt dead ^he was. my best iHetid, when j.was 
with my regunent.'' Herq^lbbe piQ<>r WQman «oiUfi not 
contain her joy. She threw herself round my neck^ 
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cidled me her gobd sngvl, who brought her happy iid- 
ingSy asked me a thouaand queations, which I eaaily 
contrived to make her answer herself; and thos. forced 
by imperious necessity, bereft of aU other means, did 1 
act the deeeiver. ' ^ 

The story I made was nearly as follows : I told ller 
I was a sol<her in the regiment of' Hoheahem, that I 
had a furlough to go and see my &ther, and that I 
should return in a month ; Vould then take her letters, 
and undertake, that, if she wished it, her son should pur-^ 
chase his discharge, and once more come and live with 
bis mother. J added, that I should be for ever and. in* 
finitely obliged to her, if she would saShr my comrade,' 
mean time, to Hve at her house, he j>eing wounded by 
the Pmsaian recruiters, and unable to pursue his jour- 
ney ; that I would send him money to come to me, or 
, would myself come back and fetch him, thankfully 
paying every expense. She joyfblly consented, told me 
her second husband, &ther«in-law to hex dear WHliam, 
had driven him firom home, that he might give what 
substance they had to the younger son ; and that the 
eldest had gone to Magdeburg. She determined Schell 
should live at the hiMise of a friend, that her husband 
might know nothing of the matter ;^aAd, not satisfied 
with this Mndness, dbe made me eat with her, gave me 
a new shirt, stockings, sufficient provudonB fbr-three 
days, and six Lunenburg florins. I left thorn and my 
faith£bl Sche& the same night, witft the consolation he 
was well taken care of ; an4» having parted from him 
with regret, went, on this the 19th, two miles further, 
toBurglow. • . 

Albarch 14. I went to Sdiweta ; aa(l 

Maareh 15. To Neuburg smd Howe. Intlieae two 
days I travelled thirteen inUesi I lay at Mowe, in some 
>Unaw,:amQ8ig annniber of carter^, and» when I awoke, 
pere^ited they, hud taken my pistols and what' little 
mo9ey I hift(,lelt^even to my laat penny-f The gentlec 
meO) hoTiiever, were all gone. 
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WlMt ^oiW I ^.f The ibB-ketfper^ ipethapflii Hm 

te^n PeBAjprwell. The soflj lw(<UdM pr^tendsd to 
^Btoyei had Mi uMi^ #k«a<I eitterei hit houoe, ^aad 
I wif oblig^ to give him the only 9ptrto 1^11 ited, 
with & dlk haildkerehih^ whiqli the ^6od ^wom^ of 
ThiMm had made &i% » preset pi, 9mA to depart with- 
out ft toUigle heBe^. 

Mtxcfa 16. I eet olTfor MaHeabiu^ : hiit it vt^ im- 
powibb 16 reach fhiii ^Isee^ and Hot fall into-tbe htfods 
of the Prtiamaas, if I did not erofli the Viitula ; snd^ 
unfortunately, I had' no montey to pay the ferry, wfaKsii 
would cost two Polish scfaellings. 

Fall of anzieiy, not knowing how to i<it, I sAw two 
4ishennin tn a hodt, Vrent to tfiem, drew my aahre, and 
obliged iSbma to llmd me on tiM other #ide : when t^iere. 
1 tock the oarii irbm th^ timid peofde^ jumped out 4)f 
the bo&t, ptuhed it cV th^ ehore, and left it to drive 
with fhe stream. 

I found flhqcon and PnUmn ^ecmiters at Mirienr 
Hntg, witii whom, having no money, I feat, dhmk, 
listened to tbaitr propbsals, gave iheln'hiQ|>e8 for the 
morrow, md d^p^rted by break of day. 

Mtisech 17. To lEMng^ fim^ mika. 

Here i met widi my fbrmer worthy totor,8rodow«ky, 
wlio was become a diptain, and aadh<tf in t^e Poliah 
regiroent ^ Gol^ch. He met mie just , as I entered the 
town. IftliolW«dt^tuaphiu«ttohiiquarton^andk^ 
vt leMgfk^ eiidsd the ^ailM, long, and wMntarmit 
jouriie^ i had Ureh obliged te j^rfbrin. 

Thia good and. kind gentleman, after providilig m^ 
with immediato necesteneb, Wr6tti soaBeoling'fytbmy 
mdtfaecjIiM she caiito to i^faiiig hi%*wee9k, aat |;ave 
nte every aid of wfiibh I «(ood in trned. 

Hie j^inteel had InweiMflgiMMmovetMii imittt 
jivdQi4^yhdmqM&u of hiwrt hnd *ul|d W^f««^|«kll)r 
estoallant^ was toMfptMHAe. Ohe ^tdM a ^ewNVlli 
mode of conveying a letter tb ttydesr tflffl^ote Kt 
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B^rlao) who, a nhoit tiete IdUir^Mint ine m liiU«F«^ 
clwBlfe ^r feur hubdred dukats, upon Dhhtalc. Tb 
Xlvb iny m^thet lidded k Uununiid rii d&Uu%kild k 
dkmoiid crofls, worth nearly haH* aM mvch ; remaibod 
9.&>ttadght vrith me, and perkist^d, in spite of aH i»- 
moDstrance, in advising ine to go to Vienna. My de^ 
tenninaUon had been CbM for Peter&borg; all my ftart 
and apprehenaionti being itwakened at tii6 thought of 
Vienna. She wbiild net yield in oimiioh, and promised 
her future asrirtance only in cUse of my obedlencb : it 
was my duty not to continue obstinate. Here she left 
me, and I have never seen her since. She died in 
1751, and I have ever held her memory in veneration. 
It was a hai^piness for this affectionate mother, that 
alie did not live to be* a witness of my afflictions, in the 
jeta 1754. 

An adventure, resembling that of Joseph in £gypt^ 
hsppetted to me in Elbing. The wife of the woHlty 
Brodowsky, a woman of iniSnite personal attraction, 
j^rew partial to me j^ but I durst not act nAgrstofully by 
my benefkctor. Never to see me more w^ too pain- 
ftil to her, and she even proposed to fellow me se- 
cretly to Vienna. I own I had an aileictlon tbr this 
lady; but my passions were overawed. She preferred 
me to hei: husband, who was in years, asid ordinary in 
persdn. 

Had I yielded to the slightest degree of guilty thai 
of present enjoyment, a few days «f pleasure must have 
been followed by years .of bitter repentance. 

Having once more assumed my proper name ^d 
character, and made presents of acknowledgment to 
the worthy tutor of my youth, I returned to Thorn. 

How great vrtji my joy at again meetisig my horiesl 
Schell ! t*he kind old woman had treated him li&^ n 
mother. She was surprised, and half terrified, at see- 
ing me enter in an cheer's uniform, and ac€on^»aal«d 
by two servanta< I gratefully and rapturously }^B^pd 
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her hand, repaid, with thankfbfaiew, every expenM, for 
■Sehell had been nortured with traly maternal kindfteas, 
4oId her who I was, acknowledged the deceit I had 
.put upon her eonceming her eon, but fkithfhlly promie* 
ed to give a true, and not fictitious account of. him im- 
mediately on my arAval at Vienna ;* Sehell waa ready 
in three daya, and we left Thomj came to Warsaw, 
and paf»ed thence through Crakpw, to Vienna. 
. Arrived at Vibnha in the month of April, 1747. 

After having defrayed the expenses of travelling, for 
me and my friend Sehell, I divided the three hundred 
ducats which remained with him, and, having staid a 
month at Vienna, he went to join the regiment of 
Pallavicini, in which he had obtained a first lieutenant's 
commisnon, and which was then in Italy. 

Here I found my cousin, Baron Francis Trenek, the 
famous partisan and colonel of Pandours, imprisoned 
at the arsenal, and involved in a most perplexing 
prosecution. 

I was moved to the soul at his suffenags, aAd, as he had 
vented puMic threats at the prospect of approaching vic- 
tory over his enemies, they gained over ihe court con- 
fessor; and, dreading him as they did, put eyery wily 
art in practice to ensure his destruction. I, therefiire, 
in the fulness of my heart, made him the tootherly 
proposition of escaping, and, having obtained his liber- 
ty^ to prove his innocence to the empress queen. I told 
. •* 

* When I came to Vienna, I took all possible pains to inqoire fut 
this William, and found, by the commissary list, that he had descirted 
In 1744, had been retaken, and actually handed, ^or a bribe of a 
few doeats, I procured a certificate of his haTiog died a natural 
death, whioh I mat to the good woman, with a letter of thanks and 
consolation. Perhaps poor William, who was heir to twenty thou> 
sand florins, unable to proenro a furlough, had deserted, and was ex- 
ecuted as a^malefiictor. To how many rofiections on arbitrary 
liower, standing amies, and military law, do ineidosts liln these 
give birth. 
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lam my phm, which might easily h«.T« be«n put is 
ezecation, and which^he aeemed per&otlj decided to 
foOow. ' . 

Some days after, i was ordered to waif on Field>- 
Marshal Ck»imt Konigsecky goremor of Vienna. This 
re^MKtable old gentleman behaTed to me like a father, 
and the friend of humanity ; advised me to abandon 
my cousin, who, he gave me clearly to understand) had 
betrayed me, by having revealed my proposed plan of. 
escape^ wiUing to> sacrifice me to his ambition^, in order 
to justify the purity of his intentions to the court, and 
show that, instead of ^irishing^to escape, he only desired 
justice. 

Confounded at the cowardly action of one for whom 
I would willingly have sacfifioed my life, and whom I 
only sought to ddiver, I resolved to leave him to his 
&i:e, and thought mjself exceedingly happy tl^at the 
worthy field-marshal would, after a fatherly admoni- 
tion, smother all fiirUier inqpiiry into tfaasal&ir. 

I related this black . trait of ingratitude to* Prince 
Charles of Lcwraine, who prevailed on me to go agaui 
to see my eousin, without letting him know I knew 
what had passed, and still to render him every service 
in my power. 

Before I proceed I will give the reader a porteait of 
this Trenck. 

He was a man of superior Ulenta and unbounded 
ambition ; devoted, even fimaticttlly, to hie sovereign ; 
his boldness approached temerity ; he* was artfid of 
mind, wicked of heart, vindictive and unfeefin^. Hie 
cupidity equalled the utmost excess of avarice, even m 
hie thirty-third year^ in which he died. Hci was torf 
proud to receive favours <x obiigwtions from any man^ 
and was capable of ridding himself of ins best finend,' 
if he thought he had any claims on his gratitnde; or. 
could get possevsi^MB of his fortune. 

He knew I had rendered him Yeryimjportaiitservides^ 
gnpposed his cause already won, having hribed 1fa»' 
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jMdpif I iidu> vara to nmm Om Mttton^e) ivit^ thiiiy 
tkfiftiMMid toiM, whinh nomy I i«e«tT«4 iHaa kk 
frimidy Baxon LopresU^ and conveyBd.to theaa kmeat 
4HWniaOora. I knew aH hia aiscratf ; and noDiing niora 
wai naoaaaaiy to pManpt hia aoap^eiona aad h%A haaYl, 
tf> tfaak iBf daatrHotun. 

Soavaaly; kad a ftitmglit alapaed aftar kavin^ firat 
batrayad ma, befinretiiA ^ovin^ taauurliable araat 
hafipaiied: 

I laft him oob evetiing to tatam iiomai taking ondar 
uay coat a bag with papara and dooumanta relating to 
Um proaecutiQiiy which I had baen azamiaing So>t him, 
and traaacribing. Thara were, at this time, about Sif^- 
aad^twanty oAsaia in Vienna, who had laid emi^laintv 
agaiaat lnni» and who eonddeied me aa ibeir greatoat 
tttraiy^ bebaoia I had labonr ed aameatly 91 hia d*^ 
inic*. I waa tharelbre obUgadj on all occaNom, to ba 
i^aa my guard.. A report had bean propagated 
tbiottgh Viaana, tlial T waa aeeiatly aeat bj the king 
of Ftvaak, 4o ftae my conain from impriaomaMirt ; he, 
kanrareri eonataaelly deniad, to the honr of hia death, 
kia oTer liaving writton to me at Berlin. Henee, ako. 
It wiU fellow, the lettar i receiiwd had been ^rged hf 
Jaachinaky. 

Leaving the araanal, I oroaaed the oonrt, and percaiy- 
ed I waa doaely followed by two men in ro^uehtprea ; 
Irito) psaaaiag upon my heela, held lood and inflPolent 
tai|veiaa(tiott eoneaming tka rana«^y PmaaialK Trench. 
I Ifaiimd they, aought a quarrel, whiei^ waa a thing of 
no great dl6kuHy aX tiiat nK»nent ', iit a man ia nevor 
mona jK^poaad to duelling than when he haa nothing to 
k»ia, and ia diacontonted with hia condition. I anp- 
P«m4 ihey wero two of the aeenaing offioera broken by 
Tmiakyaad endesvoorad to aToid Utem, and gain tlio 
Jeva^ piaae: 

Scarcely had I turned down the atraet that leada 
^hilh«r» bdbm |hay qmekened tkett pace. I tamed 
laimd, and if « momeBt recei^vod a thmat wHh a awor«l 
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in the left aide, where I bed pat igay ht^ of'pi^iM*; 
which mcident alone saved my life ; the sword pimrtti 
tfaioii|rh the papers, and sliglitiy ffKAattd the shin. I 
instantly drew, and the heroes mn* I pwwiisd ; otm 
of them tripped, and felL I seised hixn; the guard 
came jip ; he declared he was an f^Seer of th? f^nngil 
of Kollowrat, showed his uniform^ wa# i^a#ed).^ikd i 
was taken to prison. The town nutjor ca9)»- the ot^t 
day» and told me I had iatentuneUy seQ|^(^ quarrel 
with two officers, Lieutenants F ' g . and K m i n > * 
These kind gentlemen did not reveal their hnmana in- 
tention of sending me to the ether yroM* . 

I was alone > could prpduee no iiitness , they were 
two. I must necessasily be *in Ihe wfongf and X re- 
mained six days in j>rison. No sooner ^as I releftsed^ 
than these, my good friends, sent to demaipd sstisftotiinn 
(br the said pretended insult. The proposal was aon 
cepted, and I promised to be at ther Sootoh gatoy-lbe 
place appointed by them, withm an hoitr. Having 
lizard their names, I presently knew them to be two 
famous swaggerers, who were daily extfreifling thm^ 
selves in fencing at the arsenal, and where thegr oftaa 
Waited Trenck, I went to my oovsin to ash hii assiit* 
ance, related what had happened, and, as the conse- 
quence of this duel might be serious, deinttd lam id 
give me a hundred ducats, that I might b< j^ble to fly* 
if either of them should ftll« * 

Hitherto I had expended my own money oA hie ae* 
count, and had asked no reimbursenlent ; hoi vhst wne 
my astonishment, when this wicked man .said to ma 
with a sneer, ** Since, good ooilttn, yon have got into 
a quarrel without consulting me, yon will also get out 
of it without my aid \"*-Ab 1 left him, he called me 
back to tell me, '^ I will take care to pay your undBr«i' 
taker ;" for he cert;Bdnly be^etedl shonld never retdrn 
alive. * I. 

I ran^ now half despairing, to Baron Liopresti, who 
gavo me fif^ ducats and a pair of pistols; pfvfvided 
6* 
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Willi wlidi, I clieerfull/ repaired to 'the fitU of 



Hmb I ftuad kitf a dozen oAcera of the gtaamtm. 
A*i hmithm aoquainCiaioee at Yieimay I had no Beepnd, 
«aMpt «a ald49iMiuah inTalid captain^ named Pereyra., 
mbo mf^ mg^btg in aH hairte,'and, havin^f learned 
wUlhets wovkl net leave me. 

itienteBaat K > .i a warthe first with whom I fought « 
and who reeelYed eatilftetion by a deep wonnd. in the 
right arm. Hereupon I desired the spectators to pre- 
vem fiirther miaeMef ; for my own part, I had nothing 
more to demand-. lientenant F g next entered tlie 
lists wHh threats, whil^ were soon quieted by a lounge 
in the Mly ; Hereupon Lieutenant M-— — f, second to 
the tiBl wottflMI man, told me, very angrily, '' Had I 
been ymaat ttHm,yoit would have found a very difierent 
reaeptiin.V |fy old Spaniard of eighty, proudly and 
inttiidiately advineed, wiHi his long winders and tot- 
Mmmg firaiue, and cried,- '< Hcdd ! Trenek has proved 
himealf a Imye ' ftMow, and, if any man thinks to aa- 
sanlt hina tether, be must first take a breathing with 
mo.'* ihwry bodf laughed at this bravado from a man 
whfB flcame^^eolild rtand; 6lr hold a sword. I replied, 
*< Rnsady I am saib, unhurt, and want not aid : sliould 
I b# disabled, yeu tiien, if you think proper, may take 
mjF pl«M} bat, a« long as I can hdld a sword, I shall 
take pieasure in satisfying all these gentlemen, one af? 
-IMR aneAier.** I wvuld have rested myself a moment, 
but the JuMghty M>-— ^, enraged at the defeat of his' 
fiarad, woald not givo me time, but furiously attacked 
mmj aa4 having wonaded him twice, once in the hand, 
and afffon in the groin, he wanted to close and eink me 
to thsi;giave with himself; but I disarmed and threw 



liBna.of the olhess had aiqr- desire to renew the eon* 
test. My three enemies wiure sent bleeding to town ; 
•«b4 ^ JiHF*<^f i^fieared tp be mortally woiU!ided> and 
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th^ JesalU uui Capucfauifl^ of Vienna refiiMd mmuk 
aeylum/i fled to the coaveiit at Keltenbefg. 

I wrote from the conve&t to Colonel Baron Lepraili, 
who cttnie to me. I told him all that had paawd, and; 
by his^^good offices, had. liberty in a week to appear 
once more at Vienna. 

The blood of Lieutenant F g was in a eotrnpt 

state, and hie wound, though not itself dangwoiia, 
made his life doubtful. He sent to entreat I would- 
v^isit him ; and when I went, having requested I would 
pardon him, gave me to understand I ought tobewara 
of my cousin. I afterwards learned, the traitorous 
Trenek had promised Lieutenant F ■ ■ g a company 
and a thousand ducats, if be could find mesas to quar- 
rel with me, and rid the world of me. He was deeply 
in debt, and sought the assistance of Lieutenant 
K ". n ; and had not the papers luckily presenrad me, 
I had undoubtedly been despatched by his first lounge. 
To clear themselves of the infamy of such an act, these 
two worthy gentlemen pretended I bad asmulted them 
in the streets. 

J could no more resolve to see my ungn^^lul and 
dangerous kinsman, who wished to have me murderad 
because I knew all his Secrets, and thought heshoiulil 
foe alile to gain his cause without obligation to me or 
my assistance. Notwithstanding all his great quaUties^ 
his marking characteristic certainly ^^as, that of ^ri> 
iieing every thing to his piiyate views, and especially 
to his eovetousness, which was so great, that, evan at 
this time of life, though his fortune amounted toam|i< 
lion and a half, he did not spend, per day^ more than 
thirty kreutzers. 

No sooner was it known that I had 'forsaken Trenck,^ 
than General Count Lowanwalde^ his most avdant* 
eiwmy, and president of the first council of wifcr by 
wfaaeh he had been condemned, desiied to apeak td me^ 
pvoaaised every sort of good fortune and proteeiipnt if 
f wrool^ dU«Q!^r what means had secretly been «a« 
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ployed in the revMon of the process ; and went so Sur 
as to offer me four thousand florins, if I would aid a 
. prosecution against my cousin. The proposal I rejected 
vHth ^sdain^and rather determined to seek my fortune 
in the East-Xndiesy than continue in a country, where, 
under the hest of queens, the most loyal of subjects 
and first of soldiers might he rendered miser^ible, by 
interested, ^Lngrjy and corrupt courtiers. Certain it is. 
a%I now can prove, that Trench, though tlie bitterest 
bf my enemies, and whose conduct towards me merited 
my whole resentment, was the best soldier in the Aus- 
trian army, had been liberal of his blood and fortune 
in the imperial service, and ^ould so have continued, 
had not his wealth, and his contempt fbr Weber and 
Lowenwalde, put him in the power of those wretches, 
who were the avowed enemies of courage and patriot- 
ism, and who only can maintain their authority, and 
sate their thirst of gain, by the base and wicked arts of 
courts. 

I was resolved for ever to forsake Vienna. The 
friends of Trenck all became distrustful of him, because 
ef his ingratitude to me. Prince Charles still endeav- 
oured to persuade me to a reconciliation, and gave me 
a letter of recon^nendation to General Brown, who 
then commanded the Imperial army in Italy. But, more 
desirous of going to India, *I left Vienna in August , 
174d, and went for Holland. 

. At Nuremberg I met with a body of Rnsnaiis, com- 
manded by General Lieuwen, my mother's relation, 
who were marching to the Netherlands, and were the 
peace-makers of Europe. Major Buschkow, whom I 
had known i^hen a Russian resident at Vienne., V*^- 
mailed oh me to visit him, and presented me to the 
general. . I pleased him, and may say, with truth, he 
behaved to me like a friend and a fathef . He adviiled 
me to enter into the Russian service, and gave me' a 
oompany of dragoons in the regiment of Tobolaki, om. 
ecqditicm I should not leave him, but oAploy myself in 
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hi» Oi^liist ', uid his eanfidenefi and eitetm fer me 
w«ie unbounded. 

Peace ^ followed > the armj returned to MoraTia, 
without firing a muaket, and the head quarten were 
fixed atTroenits. * 

In this town a public entertainment was giren by 
General Lieuwen, on the ooronation-day of the Em- 
press EHzabetb. ^ 

The army physician on this daj kept a fiiro bank fi»r 
the entertainment of the guests. My stock of money 
consisted of two-and-twenty ducats. Thirst of gain, 
or perhaps example, induced me to venture two of 
these, which I immediately lost, and very soon, by ven^ 
turing again to regain them, the vrliole two-and*twea> 
ty. Chagrined at my folly, I returned home. I had 
nothing but a pair of pistols left, for which, because Of 
their workmanship, General Woyekow had oflbred me 
twenty ducats. These I took, intending, by their aid, 
to attempt to retrieve my loss. Firing of guns ai^ 
pisUdi was heard throughout the town, because of tha 
festival, and I, in imitation of the rest, went to the 
window, and fired mine. After a few discharges, one 
of my pistols burst, and endangered mytiwn h^nd, and 
wounded my servant. I felt a momentary desponden- 
cy, atronger than I ever remembered to have expe- 
rienced befexe; insomuch, that I was half induced, 
with the remainmg pistol, to shoot myaelf through the 
head. I, however^ recovered my spirits, asked my 
servant what money he had, and received firom him 
three dncats. With these I repaired, like a desperate 
gameeter, once more to the faro table at the general's, 
again began to play, and, so extraordinary was my run 
of litek, I won at every venture. Having reeovered my 
principal, I played <m my winnings, till at last I had 
abaolotely broke ^e doctor's bank : a new bank was 
set np, and i wm the greatest part of this likewise, so 
diat I brought kame about six hundred dncats. 
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Rejoieed at my good ftrtnne, but, recollecting nj 
danger, I had the prudenoe to make a eolemn reaolu- 
tioiiy neter more to play at any game bf chance, to 
which I have ever strictly adhered. 

It were to be wiihed yowig men would reflect uf on 
the efifoets of gaming, remembering that the love of 
play has made the most promising and virtuoas miser- 
able ; the honest, knaves ; and the sincere, deceivers and 
liars. Officers, havisq^ first lost aU their own money, 
being intrusted with the soldiers' pay, have next lost 
that also ', and thus been cashiered and eternally dis- 
graced. I mi^t at Prosmts have been equally rash 
and culpable. The first venture, whether the gamester 
wins or loeee, ensuies a second ; and, with that, too 
often destnetion. My good fortune was almost mirac- 
ukras, and my subsequent resolution veryjmcolnmon; 
and I entreat and conjure my children, when I ahaU no 
Idnger be living to advise and watch for their welfiue, 
most determinedly to av<nd play. I seemed preaerred 
by Providence firom thaa evil, but to endore much 
greater. 

General Lieuwen, my kind patron, sent me from 
Krakow, to conduct ahundred and forty sick meix down 
the Vistula to Dantaic, where there were Rnsnan ves^ 
sels to receive and transport them to RigH. 

I requested permission of the general to proceed 
forward, and visit my mother and-sisteir, whom I was 
very desirous to see ; at Elbing, therefore, I resigned 
the command to Liedtenant Platen, and, attended by 
a aervant, rode to the biahoprie of £m6rland, where 1 
had appointed an interview with them in i^ firentier 
villag«». 

The Pruaalans, some days before, liad oirried eff a 
peasant's son from this village, as a recruit. The peo- 
ple were all in commotion. I wore spatterdashes, and 
the blue horse uniform of Russia. They took me ibr a 
Pruasian at the door, and fell upon me with every kind 
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x>fy7€tLpa^. A chaMecrr, who happened. to be theie, 
and the landlord, came to my aaaJBtance, while I, bat- 
tting with the peasants, had thrown two of them down. 
I was delivereo^' but net till I had receiyed, among 
othere, two -nolent bruises, one on the left arm, and 
another, which broke the bridge of my noee. ThOvland- 
lord adTised me to escape as ftst as poea8»]e, or that 
the village would rise, and certainly morder me ; my 
servant, therefiyre, who had retired for deftnee, with a 
pair of pistols, into the bake-house, got. ready the 
horses, and we rode o^. 

I had my bruises dressed at the next village : my 
hand end eyea were extremely swelled, but I was 
obliged to ride two miles fiurther, to the town of Resse^ 
before I eotdd find an able surgeon ; and here I was so 
far recovered in a week, that I was able to return to 
Dantsic. My brother visited me while at Ressel ; 'but 
my good mother had the misfortune, as she was com- 
ing to me, to be thrown out of her carriage, by which 
her arm was broken, so that she and my sister were 
obliged to return, and I never saw her more. 

At Dantzic I became acquainted with a Prussian 
officer, whom name I shall conceal, out ef respect to 
his very, worthy family. He visited me da^y, and we 
often rode out together in the neighbourhood. 

My fiuthfhl servant became acquainted with his, and 
my astonishment was indeed great, when he one day 
said to me with anxiety, " Beware, sir, of a snare laid 
for yon, by Lieutenant N«— — ; he means to entice 
you out of town, and deliver you up to the Prussians/' 
I asked him where he learned this ; ** From the Lieu- 
tenant's servant," answered he, "who is my. friend, 
and wishes to save me from misfortune." 

I now, with the aid of a couple of ducats, discovered 
the ^hole afiair ; and learned it was agreed between 
the Prussian resident, Reimer, and the Lieutenant, that 
the latter should entice me into thb suburb of jLaag^ 
fuhr, where there was an inn on the Prussian territo- 
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riM; hen sight reenuting under-officefs were to^wftii 
y emieealedt and aeize n^ the moment I entered the 

hooM, httn^ me into a carriage, and drive away for 
Laoenbeigi in Pomerania. Two under-offieere W0r» 
to Mcort me on horseback aa far aa the ftontlersj and 
the remainder to hold, and prevent me fVom calling for 
help, so long as we riioold remain on the territoriee 
ofDantsic. ^ 

I fVirther learned my enemies were only to be armed 
with sabres, and that they were to wait behind the 
door. The two officers on horseback, were to secore 
my servant, and prevent him from rising off, and rais-. 
ing an alarm. 

Xfieatenant N^— came about noon to dine with 
me as usual ; was more pensive i^id serious than I had 
ever observed him before, and left me at four in the af* 
temoon, after having made me promise to ride early 
next day with him as &r as Langfuhr. I observed my 
consent gave him great pleasure, and ihy heart then 
pronounced sentence on thu traitor. The moment he 
had left me, I went to the Russian resident, M. Scheerer, 
an honest Swisst related the whole conspiracy, and ask* 
•d if I might not tides six of the men under my com- 
mand, lor my own personal defence. I told him my 
plan, which he at first opposed ) but, seeing me obsti' 
nate, he answered at last, " Do as you please ; I must 
know nothing of the matter, nor will I make myself 
responsible. 

. I immediately joined my soldiers, selected six men, 
and took them while it was dark, opposite the Prussian 
inn, hid thorn in the com, with an order to rtOi to my 
help, with thei|r firelocks loaded, the first discharge 
they should hear ; to seize all who should fall into 
their power, and only to fire in case of resistance. T 
provided^ them with fire-arms, by concealing them in 
the carriage which brought them to their biding- 
|)la6c. 
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Notwithstanding all these preisattticm?, I atiU thought 
it n^Aiftessary td^prevent aurpme, by mfhnnlag vytelf 
whkt were tiie prooeedmgs of my eoenies^lefit my iH" 
teffigenee diould hi.T»been falfle ; and I leaiii#d fiKm 
my spUi, that, at four in the raoming^ the PruMiaa 
resident, Reimer, had left the «ity with post-hof ses. 

I loaded mine and my servuit's horse and pockat . 
pistols, prepared my Tnrkiah sabre, and, in gratitude 
to the lieutenant's man, promised to take him into my 
service, being convinced of his honesty.' 

The lieatenaat cheerfhUy entered ahont ^ in the 
morning, expatiated on the fineness of the weather, 
and jooosely told me I should be very ^kindly recMvod 
by the handsome landlady of Langfuhr. 

I was soon ready ; we mounted, and left the toWn^ 
attended by our servants; Some three Inmdred paeea 
from the inn my worthy fHend proposed that we should 
4xiight, and fe^ our servants lead the horses, that wa 
might enjoy the beauty of the morning. I eonsented ; 
and, having dismounted, observed his ejws sparkle with 
pleasure. 

The resident Reimer was at the window of the inn, 
and caUed out, as soon as he saw me, '^ Good morrow, 
captun, good morrow ; come, come in ; your breakfast 
is waiting." I sneeringly smiled, and told him I had 
not time at present. So saying, I eocitinued my walk ; 
but my companion would force mo to enter, to(^ me 
by the arm, and partly struggled with me ; on which, 
losing all patience, I' gave him a blOw which almost 
knocked him down, and ran to my horses, as if I meant 
td fly. 

The Prossians instantly rushed 6^om bdiind the 
door, With clamour, to attack me. I fired at tlie first ; 
my Ruiidaiis sprang ftota their hidi&g-pkuse, presei^d 
their pieces, and called, Sivy, Hu^y yekMottmot. 

The terVor'of the poor Prussiuismay well he stQi* 
■po9^. All be^an to run. I had taken can tO tiiis» 
sure of my lieutenant, and y^a€ next running to tf9iM 
7 
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the rendent| but he had escaped out of the back door, 
with the loss only of his white periwig. The Russiin* 
had taken four prisoners, and I commanded them to 
bestow fifty strokes upon each of them, in the open, 
street. An ensign, named Casseburg, having told me 
his name, and that he had been my brother's school- 
fellow, heggtdd remission', and excused himself, on the 
necessity which he was' under to obey his superiors. 
I admitted his excuses, and sufiered him to go. I 
than drew my sword, and bade the 'lieutenant deftnd 
himself; but he was so confused, that, after draw- 
ing his sword, he asked my. pardon, laid the whole 
blame upon the resident, and had not the power to put 
himself upon his guard. I twice jerked his Sword out 
of his hand, and at last, taking the corporal's caae^ 
I exhausted my strength with beating him, without 
his offering the least resistance. I left, him kneeling^ 
saying to him, ^^ Go, rascal ! now, and IbU your com- 
rades the manner in which Trenck punishes robbers on 
the high-way." 

- The people hod assembled round us, during the ac- 
tion, to whom I related the afiair; and, the attack 
having happened on the territories of Dantzio, the 
Prussians were in danger of being stoned by the popa- 
lace. I and my Russians marched off victorious, pro- 
, ceeded to the harbour, embarked, and three or ifour 
days after set sail for Riga. 

I had eaten heartily before I went on board j a storm 
came on ; | worked half the night to aid the -crew, but 
at length became sea-sick, and went to lie down. 
Scarcely had I closed my eyes, before the master can&e 
with the joyful tidings, as he thought, that we were 
running for the port of Pillau. Far from pleasing, 
this to me was dreadful intelligence. I ran on deck., 
saw the harbour right before me, and a pilot comiiig 
off. The sea must now either be kept in a storm, oar I 
fall into the hands of the Prussians ; for I was known 
to the whole garrison oflPillau. . ^ 
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I deiired the captnin to tack about aild koep the sea, 
but he woald not Uaten to me. Perceiving thiii I flew 
to my cabin, snatched my pistols, returned, seized the' 
heUn, and threatened the captain with instant death .if 
he did not obey. My ^Russians began to murmur ) they 
were averse to encountering the dangers of the storm, 
but luckily they were still , more averse to meet my 
anger,, overawed, as they were, by my pistols,. and. my 
two servants, who stood by me faithfully. 

Half an hour after the storm began to subside^ and 
we fortunately arrived t^e next day in the harbour of 
Riga, /fhe captain, however, could not be appeased, 
but aociteed me before the old and honourable Marshal 
X«acy, then governor of Riga. I was obliged to appear, 
and replied to the charge by relating the^truth. The 
governor answered, my obstinacy might have occasien- * 
ed the loss of a hundred and sixty persons. I, smiling, 
retorted, ** l^^ve brought«thein aU safe to port, please^- 
your excellency ; and, for my part, my fate would have 
been much more merciful, by falling into the hands of 
my God', than into the hands of my enemies. My dan- 
ger was so great, that I forgot the danger of others ; 
beades, sir, I knew my comrades were soldiers, and 
feared deaUi as little as I do." My answer pleased the 
gray-headed general, and he gave me a recommenda- - - 
tion to the Chancellor Bestuchef, at Moscow. 

. I had not been long at Moscow, before I met Coun^ 
Hamilton, my former inend during my abode at "Vien- 
na. He was captain of cavalry, in the regiment of 
General Bemes, who had been sent as Imperial ambas- 
sador to Russia. 

Bemes had been ambassador §t ' Berlin,, in 1743, 
where he had known me during the height of my &- 
Toor at the court of Frederick. Hamilton presented 
me to him, and I had the good fortune so far to gain 
his friendship, that, after a few visits, he endeavoured 
to detach me from the Russian service, offering me tho 
strongest reconimendations to Vienna, and a company 
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ia fa»4>iriiT«g^«at. .My ecmim's niirfbrtiiiim, how- 

•f«r, bftd left too deep an imppsmion upon my memo- 
ry for me to fbQow his advice. The Indies would then 
have been preferred by me to Austria. 

Senws invited me to dine with him, in company 
with his bosom friend, Lord Hyndford, the English 
ambassador. How great was the pleasure I that day 
reWiimd ! This eminent statesman had known me st 
Berlin, and was present when Frederick had honoi]bred 
me with saying, Ccst un nuUador de ma jeunesse. Ho 
was well read in men, conoeived a good opinion of my 
fbilities, and became a friend and ihther to me. He 
seated ufe by Jiis side at tMej and adied me, ** Why 
came you here, Trenck V* ^ In search of bread and 
honour, toy lord," answered I, '' having unmerite^y 
* ket them both in my own country." He fiurther in- 
foired the state of my finances } I told uim my whole 
jrtore might be some thirty ducats. » 

** Take my counsel/' said he ; ^* you have the neces- 
sary qoalifieations to mcceed in Russia; but the people 
here despise poverty, Judge firom the exterior only, and 
do not include services or talents in the estimate ; you 
must have the appearance of being we^thy. I and 
Beraee will introduoe you into the best ftmiliesj an^f 
will supply you with the necessary means of support. 
Splendid Ifveries, led horsee, diamond ringfi^ deep play, 
a bold front, undaunted freedom with statesmen, and 
gattantry among the ladies, are the means by which 
Jbreigiiers must make their way in this oountr/. Avail 
yonrseif of them, and leave the rest to us." This lesson 
lasted some time. Bemes entered in the interim, 
mod thoy determined mutually to contribute towarcEa 
mypiiemoti^i. . 

I was now introduced into all companies, not as a 
ibreigiMr, who eame to entreat employment, but as the 
hear ef the hoUMi of Trenck, and its rich Hungarian 
poasesBipnfl, snd as the former ftvourite of the Prussian 
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Scarcel^'hftd I been six weelts in thiB city, whjOn, ^ 

dining one public day with £ord Hyndfbrd, I wa« seat- 
ed beside a charming young lady, of one of the beet 
fiunilies in Russia, who had been promised in marriage, 
though only seventeen, to an old invalid minister. 
Her eyes soon told me she thought me preferable to 
her intended bridegroom. I understood them, lament^ 
ed her har^tte, and was surpnsed to hear l|im ex- 
claim, ** Oh neavens \ that it were possible you could 
deliver me from my misfortune t I would engage to do 
whatev^ you direct." ^^ 

Hhe impression such an appeal^ must make on a man' 
of four-and-tw^ty, of a temperament like mine, may 
easily be supposed. The lady was ravishingly beauti- 
ful ; lier soul was candour itself, and her rank that of a 
princess ; but the court's commands had already beenr 
given in fiivour of the marriage ; and flight, witl^ all 
its inseparable dangers, was the only expedient.' A 
public table was no place for long explanations. Our 
hearts were already one. I requested an interview, 
and the next day was appointed, the place the Trotser 
garden, where I passed three rapturous hours in her 
company ; thanks to her woman, who was a Georgian. 
To escape, however, from Moscow, was impossible,. 
The distance thence to any foreign country was too 

^great. The court was not to remove to Petersburg till 
the next spring, and her mar^age was fixed for the 
first of August. ,The misfortune Was not to be reme- 
died, and nothing was left us but patience perforce. 
We could, only resolve to fly from Petersburg, when 
there, the soonest possible, pud take refuge in 90me 
comer of the earth, where we might remain unkuowa 
of all. Thb marriage, thcrofore,- was celebrated wxtli 
pomp, though If in despite of formt*, was the true hus- 

"band of the princess. Such was the state oT the 
husband imposed upon her, that to describe it, and not 
give disgust, were* impossible. 
7* 
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yi pnooeM gave me hor jewels, and MVenJI tliou- 
ruUeSf wJiich she had received as a nuptial 
praeenL that I might purchase every thing necessary 
fbr ffighl : my evil destiny, however, had otherwise . 
dftennined. I was playing at ombre with her one 
lught, at the house of the Countess of Bestuchef, when 
she <ymplained of a violent headach, appointed me . 
to nM|t her on the ooorrow, in the Trotjser gardens, 
elMps^ny hand with inexpressiblo emo^on, and de- 
psTted. Alas '. I never beheld her more, till stretched 

^u^n her bi^er ! 

She grew delirious that very night, and so conti^^^ied 
tin her death, which happened on the sixth day, when 
the small pox began to appear. Amidst* her distrac- 
tion she had disoovered our love,,and incessantly call- 
•4^ upon me te deliver her from h^r tycam. Thus, in 
th«iv flower of her age, perished one of the most lovely 
wonuBtt I ever hnew, and with her fled all I held most 
dear. ' - 

All my plans were now to be new arranged* Lord 
WfrniSbtdf alone, was in the. secret, for I hid no secrete 
ftem ham. He stningthened me in my first resolution, 
and owned, that he himself, for such a mistress, might, 

. perhaps, have be^ weak enough to have acted as I 

, had daiMa. Alsiost t» much moved as mystflf, he sym- 
pathised with me Kke.a fifiend, and his advice deterred^ 

' me firem endmg my mi^pries, and descending with her, 
whom I had loved,' ftd lost, to the grave. This was 
the severest .trial I had ever felt. Our affection was 
unfaonnded, and such only as noble hearts cim ieel. She 
being gone, Hifi whole world became a desert. There 
is nqjt a man on earth, whose life affords more vaiious 
turns of fiite' than mine. Swiftly raised to the high- 
est pinnacle of hope, as suddenly ww I cast headlong^ 

. down; and so remarkable were these revolutions, that*. 
he» whe has read my history, wiU at laat find it diffi- 
enlt to say, whether he envies or pities me inost ; and 
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y«t these were, in reality, but preparatory to the omils 
that horered over my devoted head. Had not the re* 
'menibraiice of past joys soothed and supported me 
under my suflferings, I certainly should not have endnr- 
ed the ten years' torture of the Magdeburg dungeon, 
with a fortitude that might have been worthy even of ' 
Soerates. • 

Enough of this. My blood again courses swiiter 
through my veins as I write! Rest^ gentle maiden, 
noble and lovely as thouxwert! For thee ought 
heaven to have united a form ^o fair, animated as it 
wes by a soul so pure, to ever-blooming youtii and 
immortality. 

Her gifts to me amounted, in value, to about seven 
thousand ducats. Lord Hjmdford and Coimt Bernes, 
both adjudged them legally mine, and, weU am I assur- 
ed, her heart had bequeathed me much more. 

To ^8 event succeeded another, by which my for- 
tun'fe was greatly inflifbnced. The Coimtess of Bestu- 
chef wa» then ^e most amiable and witty woman at 
court. Her husband, cunning, selfish, but shallo\(^ 
had the name of minister, while she, in reality, gov- 
erned with 9, genius at once daring and comprehensive. 
The too pliant Elizabeth cn^elesslyieft the most im- 
poxtaot tilings to the direction of others. Thus the • 
<^pante8s was the iirrt person of the empire, and on 
whom the attention of all the fcr^n ministers was 
fixed. ^ -* 

Haughty and majestic in demeanor, she was im- 
peded to be the only woman at court who continued 
^thful to her husband ; which suppoffitten-- ftiobably 
originated in her art and education, she being a Ger- 
man born ; for I ailerward found h'er virtue was only 
mode, and a knowledge of the natidnal character. 
Tiie Rasaan lovec rules despotic Qv&r his mistress ; •>'' 

rehires money, 'submistnon, and, sfaoold he meet €^ 
position, threatens her with blows, and ti» discovery 
of her 'secret. 
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During Elizabeth's reign, foreignere could neither 
appear at court, nor in the best compaily, without the 
introduction of Bestuchef. I and Sie vers, gentlemen 
of the chamber, were, at that time, the only Gormans 
who had firee egress and regress in all houses of fash- 
ion ; my being protected by the English and Austrian 
ambassador^ gave me very peculiar advantages, and 
made my company every where courted. 

Bestuchef had been resident, during the latd reign, 
at Hamburg, in which inferior station, he married the 
countess, at that time, though young and handsome, 
only the widow of the merchant Boettger. Under 
Elizabeth, Bestuchef rose to the summit of rank and 
power, and the widow Boettger be«ame the first lady 
in the empire. -When I knew her, she was eight-and- 
thirty, consequently no beauty, though » voman high- 
ly endowed in mind and manners, of keen discernment, 
disliking the Russians, protecting the Prussians, and 
at whose aversion all tren^^ied. • 

Her carriage towards the Russians was, what it must 
1^ in her situation, loily, cautious, and ironical, rather 
than kind. To me she showed the utmost esteem on 
all occasions, welcomed me to her table, and often ad- 
mitted me to drmk coffee, in company with herself 
alone, and Colonel Oe^tinger. The countess never 
failed giving me to understand, she hsd perceived nm 

love for the Prince^ N ; and, though I constant^ 

denied the fact, she related citcumstances which she 
could have known, as I thought, only from my mistress 
herself. My silence pleased her; for the Russians, 
when a lady has a partiality for them, never fail to 
vaunt of their, good fortune. She wisl^ed to persuade 
me she had observed us in company, had read the lan- 
guage of our eyes, and had long penetrated our seereL 
I was ignorant, at that time, that she then, and haa 
long be^e, entertained the maid of my mistress, as a 
^y, in her pay. 
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About a week aftef tSie death of the prindew, thff 
counteaa ioTited me to take eoffee with her in her 
cJuj&ber ; lamented wfg 1<|S8, and the violence of that 
pa«sion which had deprived me of all mj ouftomury 
vivacity, and altered my very appeariuice. She teem- 
ed 80 inte.rested in my behalf, and expressed so many 
wishes, and^ so ardent, to better my fiit0, that I could 
no 1 Aper doubt. Another opportunity soon happened 
wIiiclKonfirmed these my suspicions \ her mouth con- 
fessed her sentiments. Discretion, secrecy, and fideU- 
ty, were the laws she imposed ; and never did I expe- 
rience a more ardent passion from woman. Such was 
her understanding and penetration, she knew how to 
rivet my aSections. , 

Caution was the thing most necessary. She con- 
trived, however, to make opportunity. The chancellor 
valued, confided in me, and employed me in his cabi- 
net i so that I remained whole days in his house. • .My 
captainship of cavalry was now no longer thought of; 
I was destined to pplitioal employment. My first wa» 
to be gcAtleman of the chamber, which in Russia is an 
office of importance, and the prospect of futurity be- 
came to me mo|tt resplendent. Lord Hyndfi>rd, ever 
the repository of my secrets, counselled mo, formed 
plans fi>r my conduct^ rejoiced at my sucoessj and re- 
fused to be reimbursed the expense he had been at, 
though now my circumstances were prosperous. 

The degree of credit I|^njoyed soon was noticed; 
foreign ministers began to pay their court to me. 
Goltz, the Prussian minister, made every effort to win 
me, but found me incorruptible. 

The Russian alliance was, at this time, highly court- 
ed by foreign powers ; the humbling of Prussia was the 
thing generally wished and planned; and nobody was 
better informed than myself of ministerial and family 
factions at this court. 

My mistress, a year afler my acquaintance with her, 
fell into her enemies' power, and, with her husbaady 
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was deliTeied orer to the ezecatioiier. Chancellor 
Bestuohef, in the year 1756| was forced to confbasioD 
by the knout. Apraxim, minister of war, had a nmilar 
fate. The wile of his brother, then envoy in Poland, 
was, by the treachery of a certain Lieutenant 'Berger, 
with three others of the first ladies of the court, knoot- 
ed, branded, and had their tongues cut out. This hap- 
pened in the year 1741, when Elizabetii ascended the 
throne. Her husband, however, faithfully served ; I 
knew him as Russian envoy, at Vienna, in 1751. This 
may indeed be called the love of our country, and thus 
does it happen to the first men of the state ; what*then 
can a foreigner hope for, if persecuted, and in the pow- 
er of those in authority ?* 

No man, in so short a space of time, had greater 
opportunities than I to discover the secrets of state ; 
especially when guided by Hyndfi^rd and Bernes, imder 
the reign of a weU>meaning, but short-sighted empress, 
whose first minister was a weak man, directed by the 
will of an able and ambitious wife, and which wife loved 
me, a stranger, an acquaintance only of a few months, 
BO passionately, that to this passion she would have 
sacrificed every other object. She taught, in fiict, be 
considered as empress of Russia, disposing of peace 
•or war ', and, had I been more prudent or less sincere, 
I might, in such a situation, have amassed treasures, 
and deposited them in full security. Her generosity 
was boundless ; and, thou^ obliged to>pay above a 
hundred thousand* rubles in one year, to discharge her 
son's debts, yet might I have saved a still larger 
sum; but half of the gifts she obliged me to re<$eive I 
lent to this son, iud lost. So far was I from selfish, 



* There it a confusion of dates, as \rell as fiicts, in the above 
paragraph. Perhaps there may be some error of the press ; and the 
baron's long imprisonment, and the advanced' age in which he wrote, 
might both, or either, lead to mistake. ' The baton's chronology, 
^veaof himself, is, throughoot, very inaccarate. T. « 
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•nd io negligeiit of wealth, that, by mpiMying iha 
wasta of others, I often, on a revene of fortune, •of- 
fered want myaelf. 

My splendid suoceM in 'Rosoia diapleaaed the great 
Frederitic, whoae peneeution every where attended 
me, and who anpposed his interest injnted by my snc- 
ceoe in Russia. Tlie incident I am going to relate 
was, at the time it happened, well known to, and 
caused much agitation among, all the foreign ambas- 
sadors. 

Lord Hyndford desired I would make him a &ir 
copy of the plan of Cronstadt, for which he fumidied 
the materials, with three additional drawings of the 
various ships in the harbour, and their names. There 
was neither danger nor suspicion attending this ; the 
plan of Cronstadt being no secfet, but publicly sold in 
the shops of Petersburg^ England was lil^ewise then 
in the closest alliance with Russia. Hyndford showed 
the drawing to Funk, the Saxon envoy, his intimate 
friend, who asked his permission to copy it himself. 
Hyndfi>rd gave him the plan, signed witii my name, 
and, after Funk had been some days employed in copy- 
ing it, the Prussian minister, Goltz, who lived in the 
neighbourhood, came in, as he frequently paid hini 
friendly visits. Funk unsuspectingly showed him my* 
drawing, and bbth lamented that Frederick had lost so 
useful a subject. Goltz asked to borrow it fi>r a couple 
of days, in order to correct liis own ; and Funk, one 
of the worthiest, most honest, and least suspicious of 
men, who loved me like a brother, accordingly lent the 
plan. 

No sooner was G^ltz in possession of it, than he 
hurried tp the chancellor, with whose weakness he 
was well acquainted ; told him his intent in coming 
was to prove, that a man who had once been unfaithftil 
to his king and country, where he had been loaded 
with fiivours, would certainly betray, for his own 
private interest, every state where he was trusted. 
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H« cotttmued bis prefitpe by spaakiBg of tiie rft]nd 
profTew I hod nude in Riusia, and the free entrttice 
1 had found in the chancellor's house, wknn I wyi 
received as a so^, and initiated hi the seeret# of the 
oabinet. 

The chanQellor^ defended moi till, At lastf €k>itx iook 
my plan of Cronstadt firom his pocket, and added, 
'* Your excellency is nourishing a serpent in jrour 
bosom. This drawing I have receiTed from Trenck, 
copied from your cabinet designs, for two hundred 
ducats." He knew I was employed there sometimes 
with Oettinger, whose office it was to inspect the 
buildings and repsncs of all the Russian fbrtifications. 
Bestuchef was astonished ; his anger became ▼iolent. 
and Goltz added fuel to the flame, by insinuating, I 
should not be so powe)rfully protected by Bemes the 
Austrian ambassador, were it not to favour the views 
of his own court. Bestuchef mentioned prosecution 
and the knout. Goltz implied, -my friendbi wens too 
powerful, my pardon would be procured, and the evil 
tliis way increased. They therefore determined to 
have me secretly secured, and priv&tely conveyed to 
Siberia. 

Goltz had scarcely left the place triumphant, when 
the chancellor entered into his lady's apartment, told 
}ier my conduct, and, while she endeavoured to soothe 
him, related all that hod passed. Her penetration was 
much deeper than her husband's ; she perceived there 
wus a plot against m^ ; she indeed knew my heart bet- 
ter than any .other, and particularly that I waa not in 
want of a poor two hundred ducats. She could not, 
however, appease him, and my arrest was determuied. 
She, therefore, instantly wroj;e me &!]&• to the follow- 
ing purport : 

*' You are threatened, dear ficiend^by very imminent 
dangw. Do not sleep to^iight at home, but secure 
yourself at Lord Hjnidford^s, till f<m hear farther ftom 
me." 
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^ne vAer «liUner st the EmftiA vsitailMllolr^j, fffid H^- 
«d me aside. I reltd Ihe blHel, WMttfCteiybe^Ut ila 
4idDteiiti^ knd ehd««d it fo lidtd A^ttdfi)!^, Who cxM- 
itAiiided me to reiBtun in his hioliiM M i»^ ahimld nfalto 
iurtfaer dteoovtfry* 

We placed ipi'^ iM)tmd (he hoxu^ #lMf^ I tived ; I 
was mqiiired for after ^diughti cfid the Ilenteiumt of 
the police etitae hufitodlf, aikd iraaii'ched the houfie. 

Lord Hyddfdrd Weftt aboat ten in the mdming to 
viAt the chtfncelloir, that he might obtaSh «ome intelli- 
gence, who immediately reproached him for having 
granted an atyhim to a traitor. *^ What has this 
irtiitor done ?" said Hyndfo^d. *^ Fbithleddly copied a. 
fdalta of Cronstadt fhsm thy cabinet dxuwings/' an- 
isw^ed th6 ohaneellor, *^ which he has sold to the 
Pnttsian minbter, fbr two fanhdlvd ducats." 

Hyndfi)^ was astonished; he knew mO well, and 
tdso knew that lie had then, in money Head jewels, more 
than eigkt thousand duditis of mino in his own hands'^ 
nor was he less ignorant of the little Iralub I set oh mo- 
ney, or of the sources Whence I cotdd o%t«an it, when 
I pleased. *^ Has your excellen<^ sieeh ^lis drJEiwing of 
Ti^em&'s?" " Y^s, I have been shown it by Ctoltz.'* 
" I wish I lixigiit likewise be petmiltefil to see it ; 1 
ktoW Trenck's drawing, and m^e myself i^^i^onsiblo 
thai he is aO ti^tiir.' Hbre is some W)^st^ ; hb ab 
kUkd ^ to desite M. OoHk wtil cottie and bnMj^ his 
^Ifia of Croaslaidt. ^Frenck is at ttiyhWiS^, t^Mi be 
fcMheacaha^ iBstalidy,.and I will not protect Kim If he 
proves guilty.'* 

THe ohaac«Bor trrot^ to GoHtt > but hfe, uHM ^ he 
WM» liad| no doobt, taklsA ita^e to be infoi^nited thM the 
lietttonaoDt of the police haSd misted his pi^y. fi^j 
tli«iielMrd,«eht te^iiniso, ^ <fid not ttppsio'. In tte 
mmm tiisb I eiiteled. Hyndfttrd tiMn «dA^eiHAi ^^^ 
^mUh lh# opemoM 6f «fi BnglttteBsa, ditt«Ak«i^ '< Ql.'rD 
8 
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ymi a traitor, Trenck ? if ao, you dd not ^lerit my pro- 
teetion, but stand here a state prisoner. Have you sold 
• a plan of Cronstadt to M. Golts ?" My answer *may 
easily be sapposed. Hyndford rehearsed what the 
chancellor had told him; I was desired to leave the 
room, and Fmik was sent for. The moment he came 
in, Hyndford said, " Sir, where is that plan of Cr6n- 
stadt, which Trenck copied ?" Funk, hesitating, replied, 
** I will go for it." ^' Have yau it,'* continued Hynd- 
ibrd, '^ at home :' Speak upon your honour." '^ No, my 
lord, I have lent it, for a few days, to -M. Goltz,that he 
may take a copy." 

Hyndford immediately then saw the whole afiair, 
told the chancellor the history of this plan, which he- 
longed to him, and which he had lent to Funk, and re> 
guested a trusty person might be sent with him to makft 
proper search. Bestuchef named his first secretary, 
and to him were added Funk and the Dutch, envoy, 
Schwart, who happened then to enter. All went to- 
gether to the house of Goltz. Funk here demanded 
his plan, of Cronstadt : Goltz gave it him, and Fui^l 
returned it to Lorc^ Hyndford. 

The secretary and Hjnidford both then desired he 
would produce the plan of Cronstadt, which he had 
bought of Trenck, for two hundred ducats. His con- 
fusion now was great, and Hyndford firmly insisted this 
plan should be forthcoming, to vindicate the honour of 
Trenck, whom he held to be an honest man. On this, 
Goltz answered, '' I have received my king's commands 
to prevent the preferment of Trendc in Russia, and I 
have only fidfilled the duty of a minister." 

Hyndford spit on the ground, and said more than I 
now choose to repeat ; after which the four gentlemeiL 
returned to the chancellor, and I was again called. 
Every body complimented me, related what had pass- 
ed, and the chancellor promised I should ha reeon*. 
^snsedy stnctly, however, forbidding me to iake'ftny 
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Ydvengo on the Pnutian ambassador, I having iwon, 
in V^e first transports of anger, to punish him whe^^yer 
I ahould find him, even were it at the altar's foot. 

I reoeivBd a" present of two thousand rubles, the nez^ 
day, firom the chancellor, with orders to thank the em- 
press for tlus mark of her bounty, and accept it as a 
sign of her especial favour. I paid these my thanks 
some days after. The money I disregarded ', but the 
amiable empress, by her enchanting benevolence, 
made m^ forget the past. 

The chancellor ha^ greatly changed his carriage 
towards me since the incident of the plan. He ob- 
served my looks and words, showed he was distrustful 
and desirous of revenge. His lady, as well as myself, 
remarked this, and new measures became necessary. 
I was obliged to act an artful, but, at the same time, a 
yery dangerous part. 

My cousin, Baron Trenck, died in the Spielberg, 
October 4, 1749, and left me his heir, on ccmdition I 
should only serve the house of Austria. In March, 
1750, Count Bemes received the citation sent me to 
enter on this inheritance. I would 'hear, nothing of 
Vienna ; the abominable treatment of my cousin ter- 
Tified me. Bemes, howeyer, represented, thate the 
property left me was worth much above a milUon;^ 
that the empress wouM support me-ix»the piursuit of 
justice, and that I had no'personal enemy at Vienna; 
that a million of certain property in Hungary was 
much superior to the highest expectations in Russia, 
where I myself had beheld so many changes of fortune, 
and the efiect^ of family cabals. 

Hyndford assured me of his eternal protection, and 
described London as a certain asylum, should I not 
find happiness at Vienna. He spoke of slavery as a 
Briton ought to speak. These reasonings, at length, 
determined me ; but, having plenty of money, I thought 
proper to take Stockho^, Copenhagen, nxA Holluid> 
m my way ; and Bemes was, in the mean tune, if^ 
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pM«m BM » fa9roiir«bl«reo«ptioii.ftl Vimna,; liift 4%- 
«»r«4.ako I would give him vibf>ntf to gQl poMOHiionj 
•of the mMfit to which I w«»heiir^ 

My mUtrew strongly endeavoiuwd to dptm in«>liut 
yielded at length, to the force oi reiumm. I. tpie my wU) 
i|W9j, and promised) on my hononr, to retwn, at ipoi>: 
as I httd arranged my afbirs.at Vienna.. 

Krom Moeoow I travelled to Petershurg, where nay 
efieotsyin money and jewels, amounted to about thirty- 
BIX thousand florins. After remaining a few days at. 
Petersburg, I journeyed, by land, to Stockholm ; taking 
with me letters of recommendation from, all the foreign 
cmyoyA. • . 

' At Stockholm I wanted fbr no recommendation > the 
queen, sister to the great Frederick, had known nm at 
Berlin, whe& I had the honour, as an officer of the body- 
guard, of accompanying her to Stetten. I related my. 
whole history to. her without reserve. She, from po- 
litical motives, advised me not to majce a^y stay in 
^tookbolm^ and- to me conUnued, till death, an ever 
gracious lady^ I proceeded, to Copenhagen, where £ 
had 'businese. to transact for M. Chaise, thoi DanislL 
envoy, at Moscow ; ftom whom, also, I had letters, of 
reisonimendttion. Here I had the pleaauie ofmeetiny 
my old .friend. Lieutenant Bach, who had aided me ia 
tny escape^ from my imprisonment at Olata. Ha waa 
poor^ and in debt, and I procureid hkn protection, by* 
relating the noble manner in which he had behaved* 
I also presented him with, five hundred ducats, by^ 
the aid of which, he pushed his fortune. He wzote 
jto me, in the year 1776, a letter of ainoerest thanks, 
and died a colonel of hussars, in the. I>8nish service, 
in. 1779. 

I-remelnAd in Copenhagen but a fortnight, ^nd then 
^aH«d in a Di^di ship, from Elsineur, &r Aynsterdam 
Soymely ha4 we. put to. sea, before; a storm- arose, by^ 
5|ehioh.we lost a. mast aad.<^as bowq»rit, had our* s^iki 
eliattened, andrwere obliged to east anohor 9mong<tl» 
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iTDckB Xif Gottenburg, where our delivenunee was ringn- 
Itf Ij fortunate. 

H«re we laj nine days, before we could make the 
cg^n sea, ai^d here I found a very pleasant amusement, 
by going daily in the ship's boat, from rock to rock, 
attended by two of my servants, to shoot wild ducks 
and catch ahell-fish ; whence I every evening returned 
witja provisions and sheep's milk, bought of the poor 
inhabitants, fi>r the ship's crew. ff 

There was a dearth among these poor people. Our 

vessel was laden with com ; some of this I purchased, 

to, the amount of some hundreds of Dutch> florins, and 

distributed wherever I went. I also gave one of their 

ministers a hundred florini^ for his poor congregation, 

who was,, himself, in want of bread, and whose annual 

stipend did not amount to one hundred and fifty florins. 

In this employment, however, I had nearly lost my 

life. Returning from carrying com, the wind arose, 

and drove the boat to sea. I, not understanding the 

management of the helm, and the servant awkwardly 

haadling the sails, the boat, in tacking, was overset. 

The benefit of learning to swim I again experienced, 

and my fidthful servant, who had gained the rock, 

aided me when almost spent. The good people, who 

had seen the shallop overset, came off, in their boats, 

to my asnstance. An honest Calmuc, whom I had 

brduftht from Russia, and another of my servants, 

perished. I saw the first sink after I had reached the 

shore. 

The^ kind Swedes brdught me on board, and also 
rigbEted, and returned with the shallop. We weighed 
anchor, and sailed for the Tezel," the mouth of which 
we flaw, and the pilots coming off, when another storm 
rose, and drove us to the port of Bahus, in Norway, 
into which we ran, without farther damage. ' In some 
few days we again set sail with a fiiir wittd> and at 
length reached Amsterdam. 
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IHMii a tpootetoB wiiUa tluk banraoiifiiii telMigiiv 
to the whale-fiflbery, were exercising tlMnie^e* a 
dai^kixig theix luurpoon9> moit of indiom wecft dnudc. 
One of them, Herman Bogaai hy name, a.hero.amoiif 
theee people, fer hie dezterily with hie Bniohemyiaj 
come up, and paeeed lome of hi&ooa2»e«jdltee.upoa n^. 
Tqrkieh ealMre, and offered to .fillip voa on tfaenoea. 1 
pushed him from me, and the fellow thsew down hi»< 
cap, drew hiynickasnee, challenged me, called m» 
raonkey-tail, and aaked. me whether I ehoee a etmight, 
a circular, or a cross cut* 

Thus here was I/in this ezeellent oooqiaagr, witb 
no choice but that of either fighting or running away^ 
The robust Herculean grew more insolent, and I,tuai-- 
ing round to tha by-standers^ asked them to lend ]b» 
a snickasnee ; ^' No, no," said the. challenf er, " dtum 
your gr^at knife friom your aide, and, long as^^U ia, I 
will lay you a doaea ducats you get a gash in tliA 
che^k;" I drew; he confidently advaneed with. hi*. 
anid^aaaBO) and, at the first strc^ of my oabxe, that^ 
and the hai^d that held it, both dropped U> the ground^ 
and the blood spouted in my &ce. 

I now expected the. people would indubitably, tear 
me to pieces ; but my fear was changed ifttO'aatonwhr 
n^ent^ at hearing a universal shout applauding the van* 
qpisher of the redoubted Herman Rogaar, who, ao 
lately feared for his strength and dexterity, becanie 
the. olaject of ihm ridipuL?.. A Jew -spectator condtKl- 
ed me out of the crowd, and the people, clamoroup|lyi 
followed ma to my inn. 

I left Amsterdam for the Hague, where; I hiBifLbMHi 
re^ipmended ta Lord Hoidpm^fiB, the^lSngliiJkainhMi 
u^i 1^ Lord Hyndfi>rd) to Baron g e i inha<ih » bgr- 
Ba^Ufftv ta^th^^ Gmnd Penaionaiy Fagtl, by- Sfibiinxi; 
ai|4ri^«>q»ithi di^anci^Uw. I l|acLa*l»Uer jtQ iSbfi PriMe'iof 
Q)9aW.hiRWl£^ I:eftui4npt,theraibipJ«HhMrt9«iy«l. 
with all poenble distinction* THj ill ftirtiinn brrmjit 
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9JBLI wMr aj(: Yieium, and melTi^wg- a citation fkom. tba 
hi^/CQDrt> Tpfpaxmgm0.i0 give in my clum |i}f;iBh«itt> 
anee. " Bemes fitrther informed me the AiuitritniMHu*> 
h«d apnired hmi' I ahooM meet ivstliL all jmlitA and: pro- 
t0fstion, asid advised me to hasten my^ jtmmef^ as<thfe 
cui^e^toTglnp of tli6 estates of Trenok was ooMaotedi 
Init little to my adyantage. 

This advioe I topk» proceeded to Vi#Da» and^ fi^om 
that moment, all my happiness had an end. 

One M> 8chenck sought my acquaintance at the 
Hftgne. I inet 'with: him at my hotel, where he ^n* 
tir^ated I would take him to Nuremberg, whence, he 
wsftto.pBooeed to Saxony. I complied, and bo£6 hi8> 
viiipeasos; hat» at. Hanau, waking in* the morning, I 
£>nnd my watch set with diamonds^ a ring worth twor 
Chpfisiiid ruhle^y a diamond Bnuff>box, and my puna, 
«pnMiilig ahout eighty dueats, stolen ftmn myhed* 
«de> acid Schenck become invisible^ The raaoal hadi 
«06iqpiad> and it was fortunate that ths remainder of my 
rmd^.iMney, with my. bills of ezchanjge, wera^aftljj 
lockeAmp^ 

Jf n«w pnivMd my jefumey, wdtbont^ cpmpai^ and' 
^antvedgu Vienna^ 

EraaBiaBafon Ttenck died, in the Spielberg, Oeto* 
ber 4, 174^. He had committed no offence against- the> 
state, was accused of none, much less conTicted> The 
coiiit.-8entence was, that the administration of his estate 
should be committed to Counsellor Kempf and Bai«m' 
Peyaoxewit% who were selected by himself, and the 
accounts of his stewards and farmers were to be>sant» 
hiaptjeastlj^ He continued, till his deafthy to have the 
fiaatiiad.esthne ^tf^KMial of his property. 

r.wtiknow shoWv^how I have been dspirived ofthiav 
▼aiQable inheritance, while I have beew oUtgai - to^ 
piyirtHwfr>«aiy thovmad fiarais^ to defray lagaAiaalia 
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ThA fltUier of Baron Trenck, who died in the yetf 
1743, governor of Leitiehau, in Hungary, named mo, 
in hie will, the tnccefsor of hie son, shoved he die with- 
out hein male. 

This wiU was sent to be proved, according to form, 
at Vienna, alter having been authenticated, in the 
meet legal manner, in Hungary. The court, called 
Hofkriegfiuth, at Vienna, neglected to provide a cura- 
tor ibr the secudtj of tiie next heir ; ydt this could not 
annul my right of succession. When Trenck sue- 
oeeded his father, he entered no protest to this his 
&tKer*8 will, tiierefore dying without children, in the 
year 1749, my daim was indisputable. I was heir, 
had be made no will ; and, even in case of confis>> 
cation, my title to his father's estates still remained 
valid. t 

Trenck kn^w this but too well ^ he knew I was the 
legal claimant to his father's estates. The property 
he himself had gained was consigned to administra- 
tors, ibnt a hundred thousand florins had been expended 
in law^suits, and sixty-three suits continued, actually, 
pending against him in court; the legacies he be- 
qiieathed amounted to eighty thousand florins. These 
he saw could not be paid, should I claim nothing more 
than the paternal inheritance ; he therefore named me 
his miiversal heir, on the following conditions : 

First, I was to become a Catholic. 

Secon^y, I was to serve only the house of Austria } 
and, 

. Lastly, he made his whole estate, without excepting 
the paternal inheritance, a Fidei commissum. 

His death, believed in Vienna to be miraculous, hap- 
pened, after the following manner : and, by this, he had 
induOed many weak people, who really believed him 
a saibt, to fiuther his views. 

Three days before his death, while in perfect health, 
ho dethwd the governor of the Spielberg to selkd for 
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l^irth-df^y, at twolvB o'clock. Ti|9 capuphin wm MHi 
for, bu^ the jtrediction l^uiglnjed a^. 

Tl^e clay, boweir^r^ after th« 4ep««t^nr of l|ift<Klilr 

&B8QX, he sJEtid^ ^< Praise be to Go4, my «nd %p§wti(P^ 

ea ', my confes^oi is d^, and ha4|, aftpwf^ ta^ mo," 

Str^oge as it may seem» it was actuaUy^i£Hwd t» ]|9 

true, that the priest was dead. He now h^. aU; Om 

officers of the garrison of Brunn assembled, tQHsmrod 

his head like a capuchin, took the habit of the ordsr,. 

publicly confessed himself, in a sermon of an hfMv's 

length exhorted, them all to holiufsss, acted the pafii 

of a most ej^mplary penitent,. einbiaced all. pr^pe^ 

spoke with a smile of insignificance of all e^thly po0r 

sessio^s^ took his leave, Iqielt down to pr%yera> 9^9^- 

calmly, rose, prayed again, and, aboi^ ^levem lA ^ 

foxe^omi October 4th, taking his watch i^ i^s Irnkd, 

said, " Thanks bp to my God, my last hou^ qppirQ^Qbr 

es/' All laiighed at rach, a fiurce ^o^, a ow offtflfik^ 

cfaars^cter ; yettjiey remarked that th^rle^ ndi^ of l^ 

&pe gte^ pale, lie then l^afied hist arBi,e9(t|ie taMfb 

pvmFM} ai^d.remfuned motk>n]ie<94> wiih.hiA,ej|!e9 o)pfp4l^ 

The clock struck twelve -, no signs of li& or, qiojtMii 

could l^ discovered : they spoke tp lumj apd:fbPlMi h^ 

vras really dead. 

TM. i3^»^ miracle was echoed througli th% wMo- 
couAtry^ai^d the trananigration of the Pandour Trendy 
Qxaa eartii tp hejB,ven, by Ba^i, Frapo.i9,.proQU^9lciii 
The clue to this laSyrinth of mira^les^ knpwn, oi^y t^ 
xne) is. faridy as follows : 

JHte. possessed the secret of what is:0i|l|ed> theafWA^ 
tQjfaoM^ s,nd had determined on deiit^. I£sl (H>«feMi9r 
II^ 1»eea iptousted with all his secrc^tp^ andwitl^pf^^nt 
\gm&ty, nptes) wluciv h^ wishjed to ini»4ida%ek I vm^ 
jte^SB^jf c«fFtaiiv,^ that . he had> returned: a. ffoiimto^ 
ntf^ ^f %gre>l^ prme,.giv«4i fbr two, ^iqdlQBd tilfiimMi 
Hormm, which has never been brought^lQatfoewnfe 7h» 
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o<mfeife«r«4li«relbre, waa to be provided for, that Trenck 
BrigktAot be betrayed, and a dose of poison was given 
l^m before he* set off for Vienna — his, death was the 
consequence. ' He to<^ similar means with himself, 
and thus Imew the honr of his exit ; finding he could 
not become the first on earth, he wished to be adored 
as a saint in heaven. He knew he should work mira- 
cles when ^ead, because he ordered a chapel to be 
buflt, willed a perpetual mass, and bequeathed the 
capuchins sixty thousand florins. 

*Thu8 died this most extraordinary man, in thethirty- 
^fourtii year of his figeyfx} whom nature had denied none 
of her gifts ; who had been the scourge of Bavaria, 
the terror c^ France, and who had, with his supposed 
contemptible Pandours, taken above sixty thousand 
Frussii^ prisoners. He had lived a tyrant and enemy 
of men, and died a sanctified impostor. 

Instead of profiting by the wealth. Trenck had ac- 
quired, I e3q>ended a hundred and twenty thousand 
florins of my own money, including what devolved to 
me fi'om my uncle, his father, in the prosecution of his 
suits. Trenck had paid two hundred ducats to the 
teibmial of Vienna, in the year 1743, to procure its very 
reprehensive silence concerning a curator, to which I 
was sacrificed, as the new judges of this court refused 
to correct the error of their predecessors. 

On my first audience no one could be received more 
kiadly than I was, by the empress queen. She spoke 
of my deceased cousin with much emotion and esteem, 
promised me all ^race and favour, and informed me of 
the particular recommendations she had received on 
my behalf, from Count Bemes. Finding sixty-three 
oauses hung over my head, in consequence of the in* 
heritance of 'Trenck, to obtain justice in any one of 
which, at Vienna, would have employed Jbbe whole life 
of an honest man, I determined tc^tfiSSioUBco this in* 
keritance, aiid claim <mly under the will, aaii ^b the 
lieir of 107 ixnole. 
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With ibis view, I applied for, and obtained a ccfvy of 
that will, with which I penKHsally appeared, md dr^' 
dared to the court, that I rMiounoed the iidieTitaace of 
Fran<u8 Trmick, would undertake none of hk suits, 
nor. be 'responsible for his legacies, and required only 
his fiither's estates, aocordihg to the leg^al.wyi, which 
I produced. Nothing could be more just or incontro- 
vertible than this claim. What was my astoniahment, 
to be told, in open eourt^ that her majesty had declar- 
ed, I must either wholly perforai the articles o^.the 
will of Trench, or be excluded the entire inheritance. 
{ ventured to reinonstrate, but the will of the court 
was ^letermined and absolute ; I must become a Roman 
Catholic. 

In this extremity, I bribed a priest, who gave me a 
signed attestation, *' That I had abjured the cuned 
heresy of Lutheranism." My.religton, however, re- 
mained Ivhat it had ever been. General Bemes, about 
this time, returned from his embassy, and I related to 
him the lamentable state in which I finmd my affiiirs. 
He spoke to the empress in my behalf, and she promis* 
ed every thing. He advised me to have patidnce, to 
per^m all that was required of me, and make myself 
responiuble for the depending suits. Some fanuly 
concerns obliged him, as he informed jfie, to make a 
journey to Turin, but bis return woiUd be speedy i he 
would then take the maiiagement of my aSurs upon 
himself, and ensure my good fortune in Austria. Bemes 
loved me as his son, imd I had reason tohopp, fiom his 
assurance, I should be largely, remmnbmd in his will', 
which was t]|e more probable^ as he had neither phild 
nor relations. He parted from me, like a father, with 
tears in his eyes ; but he had scarcely hwa absent stz 
weeks, before the news arrived of his death, wiiich, if 
report may be credited, was effected by poison, adtf»n- 
istered by 9. friend. 

My ills werte increased by a now accident. Soon 
after the departure of Berncs, the Prussian nunistar, 
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f «»«nie Jn tin botiflte of tin Paliiiine 4ltii|(^ M. 
B^cksn^ ifBtpond<ngr rotuni to Beilii^ ulaireflinB<ttid 
Iwf tel ffetgb t ttMi ^ tlm WAS ffBtoibd, WW 6cilVura«d 
'Ofiiij HMdteenoQ, tint my jgood fbrtmie wwdd tkBi» be 
«^Etaifiy«iidiw pMfod ti« hcmoiir to reeovor'tht iat- 
iwdtano^ of Tntaek. 

Hftvinf jr«i«eted tin pbropontion iof the PHMnan 
Dttvegr^ ifl ilij faopsv in Vnflkia won ntiiied ; for f^rod- 
eneky fojr Ikis roaidoiits ttaA ^azMarieo, koew iit>w to 
•ffitet wtaittlntr he ple«e«i in fortagrn conrU, and de- 
tennined tfant tin Tn)nbk, who wonld no longer eearye 
or eonfidb in him^ ahbold at lelMt find no opportunity 
of aerving against him : I sbon became painted to the 
empress as an arch heretic, who never would be fldthftil 
to tin konseof Ansteuh) and <6kly endeavoured to obtain 
the adnritailoe ef Trbnok, that he might devote him- 
self to Prmsia. 

I 'was iww obliged to dedaie mysbH* heir^ bat bI> 
wtftys bun t^ervalimu juris meiy not as simply olatm- 
ing utader the wifl of Francis Treni^. I w«js obliged 
to take upon myself the management of f^e*iijttf-<^iiee 
sdita. I only i<6ceiTed firora Hie whvde esttcte of Trebek 
thnn thttnatad six hmidred florins in tht^ years, 
utok wwe soareely suffibient lo defhiy the escpense 
of iMw-y#af '8 ^ifts to the solicitors and matflets m 
4>iianoMry. Hour did I Itlbbnr in stating and tiraftisertb- 
iiig prooifii for tbn^ conrt * The money I poneseed Moon 
9tidsfaied. Myl^oMriHih rehutions sappott^d me, imd 
tirt CotmiMB B^irtHohef Mut me foor thotsaixd mt^. 
ribni«lso moMammti fttim Pruisift, and, in addttiob, 
Wa»i»hUg&d to bi»m)w money, at tke nswions riitb of 
ifiHty fet ^nt. fteMd(»«d, m I Wts, anfCi^ fo,l9ybt% 
ftfid kil«^s,ifly WMMIfa»i «fin prdtnj^d mb «o pt^ 
«fei^ ; ^t JAf pi«|^% WM eatp^dud, ahd, at IbngidH I 
omM bnly IrtM^Jii iftflft th« =timtmh^ esta^^s ih^^ld be 
made a Fideieommissumf at put under ttmt, WUi^lAjiJr* 
tiio^h they -Wete proteeied ftdm beilD^ the fUtHier 
fttVy ^ b^Jtlm^ I did i!iot i»lfer4t 0iem M tttiwe. 
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Ifa fi^e "fiiilris, limv'eVdr, I l^rouj^t my «b^'^ila«« 

Gould not have been effbdfied in £%.. - Bktkbtiiio^f itl)r 
miMt^, the means I took most Hot be told ; it isiof- 
!i»ient tluit I here I^anied what jndg<6ff itTfen, «uid ^m 
am f tiabl^ to defsoribe'thdm t& otheM. 

For a few dndats, the presid^itt^s «6^aiit HMd to 
admit me into '» closcit where I couldse^^^vel'y thill^tts 
-perfectly as if I had myself Beto one of the co^kiieil. 
Tloflr often was usefUl, atld taught Me to prevent'^til } 
«hd often was I- scarcely abl6 to i^flain btirstiiig in 
fipoit^tiiis cotirt. 

Their appointed hour o( meeting was nine in the 
to6nQagf but they seldom asiiembldd before ^leren. 
T&iepMident then told his beads,- and muttered hni 
v^rky^rs. Some cine got Up and harangued, Vhile thid 
remainder, in pairs, amused themselves with talkiiig, 
ihitte^ Qfliitening; after which, the ne»ws"ef the day 
beciatte the common topic of conversation, - and th(e 
eoiimcil'broke up, the court heitig first a^durhed (KMsiie 
tiiree we^ks, without coming to any delefmkiation. 
TldB was called, Judkium ddegatt^m ' in oatms 
^Tfen^Htids ; ami when, at last, they came to ve*^^ 
dosfon, the sentence was such as- 1 shall dVer shudddr 
afnid abhor. , ' ' 

The real estates of Trench, and the annual income 
of thidse was 60,000 florins, contained more thfo t'Wo 
hdhdrc^'vflkiges and hamlets. The laws of Hungiiry 
require, 

1^. l%at those Who purchase estates Mil bktttn 
the l^yal cdttsent. 

'9d. ^ Th^t fixe seller shall possess'and make oVer %h6 
Vlifht bf^ property, togeth6r*-viHth that of ttansfeiviiiip 
or'alie^athig V'and" , 

"ScRy. T%at'^ purbhttser i^hall be a liaiive 60^;^ 
haWboi^ht hitf nal^mdizatibn. 

{n*dt5fitu!t of aU or any 6f these; the '^Fisctis, en '«he 
-iiikih ^ tSe pnuteh&sor/tak^d pos^efisibn, rdpa^ihg-ihs^ 
9 
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IHiroIuuM-money, together with what can be ahown to 
have been laid out in improvementi, or the sum at 
which it ftands rated in the Fiscal register. 

Without form or notice, the Hungarian Fiscal presi- 
dent,* Count Graasalkowitz, took possession of all the 
Trenck estates, pn his decease, in the name of the 
'Fiscus. The prize was great, not so much because of 
the estates themselves, as the personal property upon 
them. Trenck had sent loads of merchandise to his 
estates, o£ linen, ingots of gold and silver, firom Bava- 
ria, Alsatia, and Silesia. He had a vast storehouse of 
arms and of saddles, also, the great silver service of the 
£mperor Charles VII. which he had brought from Mu- 
nich, witi^ the service of plate of the king of Prussia, 
and the personal property of these estates was affirm- 
ed consideraMy to exceed in value the estates them- 
selves. 

I was, not long since, informed, by one of the first 
generals, whose honour' is undoubted, that several 
wagons were loa&ed with these rich effects, and sent 
to Alihalefze. His testimony was indubitable^ he knew 
the two Pandours, who were the confidants of Trenck, 
and the keepers of his treasures, and these, during the 
general plunder, each seized a bag of pearls, and fled 
tu Turkey, where they became ^ wealthy merchants. 
His rich studs of horses isrere taken, and the very cows 
driven off the farms. His stand of arms consisted of 
more than three thousand rare pieces^ Trenck had 
affirmed, he had sent linen, to the value of fifty thou- 
sand florins, in chests, from Dannhauson and Gerfiiorf, 
in the^ county of Glatz, to his estates ', the pillage was 
general, and, when orders came to send all the proper- 
ty of Trenck, and- deliver U to its universal heir, noth- 
ing remained that any person would accept.. I have 
my«elf seen,in a certain Hungnfiaii npbhaati's httnaa, 
some valuable arms, which I p^Uv^ knew I had 
heen robbed of; and I bo^ht at Sssek some siJver 
plates, on which were the arms of Prusaiaa tha^ had 
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btien lold by CotmBellor D — -n^who ha4 be« A empow- 
ered to take poesession of these estates, and had thus 
rendered himself rich. Of this I proQured an attesta- 
tion, and proved the theft ; I complained aload, at 
Vienna, but received an order from the court to be si- 
lent, under pain of displeasure, and also to go no more 
into SclaVonia. The principal reason of my loss of 
the landed property in Hungary , was my having dared 
to make inquiries concerning the personal, not one 
guinea of which was ever brought to account. I then 
proved my right tb the &mily estates left by my uncle, 
beydhd all dispute, and also those purchased by my 
cousin. The commissioners appointed to inquire into 
these rights even confirmed them, yet, after they had 
been thus established, I received the following order 
from the court, in the hand of the empress herself: 
'^The President, Count Grassalkowitz, takes it upon 
his conscience, that the Sclavonian estates do not de- 
scend to Trenck, »it natura ; he must, therefinre, receive 
the stimiii* mptifta et in$$riptUia, together with the 
money he can show to have been expended in improve- 
menu." 

And herewith ended my pleadings and my hopes. I 
had sacrificed my property, laboured through sixty- 
three infisrior suits, and lost this great cause without 
a trial. I could have remained'satisfied with the loss 
of the personal property ; the booty of a soldier, like 
the wealth amassed' by a minister, appears to be little 
better than a public^ robbery ; but the acquirements of 
nay ancestors, which descended to me by right, I could 
not be deprived of without excessive cruelty. 

The president, it is true, did not immediately possess 
himself of the estates, but he took good care his fiiends 
should have them at such rates, that the sale of them 
did not bring the Fiscal treasuiy 150,000 dollars ; while 
I, in real and personal property ,>^ lost a million and i^ 
half; nay, probably a sum equal to this in personal 
property alone. 



The. s»mmi^insjtrip/l,Uia. ep enq^^ja, % alVtlMHp < 
groiLtrcislatea, oxily amoimted to lAQfiOQ flo^Ui ajifi^tltip 
was to be.|»aid, by the cha^bwj but; the ps^aideot 
thoui^ht proper to ^duct 10,000, ou preta^ice, the 
'cattle had been driven off the estate of Pakmtz,; and, 
further, 36,000 more, under the elha^oi^ pretence, 
that Trenck, to recruit his Pandours, had drained the 
-estates of 3600 vassals, who had never returned : th» 
estates, therefore, must make them good, at the rftte 
of thirty florins per head, which would have amounted 
to 106,000 florins -, but, with much difficulty, this, sum 
was reduced, as above stated, to 36,000 florins, "each 
vassal reckoned at ten florins per head. Thus was I 
obliged, ftom the' property of my ^unily, to pay fi»r 
•3600 men, who had gloriously died in war,. in de^ce 
of the contested rights, of the great Maciar Theresa; 
who. had raised so many millionft of cuntributioiw 
for her in the countries of her enemies : who, sword 
in hand, had stormed, and tak^ so mapy towns, a;nd 
dispersed, or taken, prisoners, ^o many thousaM: of 
her foes. < 

All deductions made for legacies, fees, and formAU- 
ties, there rem^i^ied to me 63,000 florins, with which I 
purchafMid the lordship o^Zwerhach, and. I was obli|^ 
to, pay six thousand florins for my naturalization. Thus, 
wHeU'the sums are eivu^ierated, which I expended on 
the suits of Trenck, received fr(»n my fiiends at Berlin 
and Petersburg, it will be found th^t I cannot, at least, 
have been a gainer by having been made the universal 
heir of the immensely rich Trenck. 

I will here add a few particulars, which may give a 
picture c^ the manner in which the prosecution was 
carried on against Trenck. , 

One Schygrai, a silly kind of beggarly haron, who 
ii!ri|& treated aa a buffoon, lyas invited, in the year 1743, 
to djine wiUi B^on P^jaczenfitz, when Tren<^ happen- 
ed to l)e pceffint. The conversation . happ^i^ed to Uun 
on brandy, and Trenck jocularly said, he aJvowiUy ^a- 
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iUled brtndy from eow-&angf to th« amount of thirty 
thoiunnd £oriiifl. Schjgrai Bupposed him BerionB, and 
wiihad to learn the art, which Trenck promised to 
teach him. Pejaczewitz told him he could give him 
thirty thousand loads of d^ng. << But where i^all I get 
the wood?" said Schygrai. <M will give you 20,000 
Idafters," answered Trenck. The credulous baron 
thinking himself very fertunate, desired written prom- 
ises, which they gave him ; ' and that of Trenck thus : 

" I hereby permit and empower Baron Schygrai to 
fell, gratis, in the forest of Tscherra Horra, thirty 
thousand klafters of wood. 

^ Witness my hand, Trxncx/' 

Trenck was no sooner dead, than the baron brought 
his note, and made application to the court. His at- 
torney was the noted BusSy, and the court decreed the 
estates of Trenck shoidd pay at the^rate of one florin 
thirty kreutzers per klafter, or forty-five thousand 
florins, with all costs, and an order was given the ad- 
ministrators to pay the numey. 

Just at this time | arrived at Vienna, from Peters- 
borg. Doctor Berger, the advocate of Trenck, told me . 
ttie aflair would admit of no delay. I hastened to the 
flmpfess, and obtained an order to di^lay payment. An 
inquiry was instituted, and this forest of Tscherra 
Horra was foimd to be situated in Turkey. The ab- 
eiirdity and injustice were flagrant, and it was revised. 
I cannot say how much of these forty-five thousandf 
fjaxcma the baion had promised to the noble judge and 
the attorney ; I only know that neither of tiiem were 
punished. Had not some holidays luckily intervened, 
or had the attorney expected my arrival, the money 
would have been paid. 

During Trenck's prosecution; an advertisement had 
a|i^eared in tfae'Viemia Gazette, inyiting all, who had 
aoj demands or complaints againstrtiim, to appev , with 
the promise of a duoat a day ; and it is here ^taper to 
Mdd, that the sum of fifteen thousand flodhs were- 
9* ■ 
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iMMlffhl to MHSount, Hu| p«i4 out of tbo QiUte of 

TvoAok. F<»r thm idbsvneftil purpose, Mime tiiouattwU 

fif Ikniiw wer9 p«d) Mi<iiB>to tiiis i^oeie^of .daim- 

• i^iitB ; and tboug]), «^ oxaiQinatioii, tfa^ir proteanoui 

. all pfoved' to l>o iii^e, aikd theios^rc^ wore oaat in 

dama^09i yet wa9 none of this inoney eyef lefiuided, 

or tthe false claimants punisbed. Again : Tronck was 

accused of haying appropriated the monej of the ie^i- 

went to his own itse, and treated b» if convieted. After 

l^is death, a considerable demand vani accordingly 

made. I happened, howeveri to meet with Rno^ardt^ 

his quarter-master: he, with aMoverations, dedared 

that, instead of being indebted to lus regiment, the 

regiment was more than a hundred thousand florins 

iuKleht^d to him, advised me to get attestations from 

* the captains, and assured me, he himself would give 

• in a j^lear statement of the regiment^s aecdiuits. 

J loUowed his advice, hastened to the regiment, and 
jQibtained so many pro(^s, tha;t the quarter-master of 
the regiment, who, in concurrence with the major, 
had, in reality,' pocketed the money, was imprisoned, 
and put in irons. What became of the thief, or the 
false witness afterwards, I hnownot ; I onljr know, that 
nothing was reiEuoded, thai the quarter-master found 
protectors, detained the money, and, some years after 
this vile action, purchased a commission. One in> 
stance more : 

Trea&ek, to the corps of infantry he ' commanded, 
added a corps of hussars, which he raised, aj&d provid- 
fid with horses and accoutrements at his own expenee. 
These hussars were disbanded after his death, and the 
horses and accoutrements sold by auction. My demand, 
on this account, was upwards of aizty thousand florins j 
to which I received neither money nor supply. He had 
jdao eiq>epde4 a huodred thousa«d florins, for raiaing 
And ^qnippmg hts Airee thousand Pandouni ; in eoQse- 
JfomspB^fiwi/ii^f a signed agreement had been given 
kami ^ ^ivmm^tkif that these hundred thoupand 
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"^fifim ^oul4 ^ r^aid to hU h^ir, or her, the heir, 
ffepnld cec^lvf the oommand of the r^gunent. Th0 
re^rune^t} hcm^y^h at his dece^, was given to Gene- 
ra Simachen, and, as £6r the agreement, care was 
taken it- should never come into mj hands. Thus, 
these hniidred thousand florins were lost. 

Yet it has heea wickedly affirmed, he was imprison- 
ed in thQ Spielburg, for having emjbezzled the regi- 
ment's money. 

With respect to the money that was to have been 
repaid &r improvement of ike estates, I must add, 
tb0se estates were bought at a time when the country 
had been left desolate by the 'Turks, and the reinstate- 
ment of such places as had fallen into their hands, and 
the erecting of farm-houses, mills, stocking them with 
horseS) cattiej and seed-corn, according tp my poor 
estimate, could not amount to less than eighty thou- 
eand florins ; but I was forbidden to go into, Sclavonia, 
-and the president ofiSsred, as an indemnification, four 
thousand florins. Every body was astonished -, but he, 
with the utmost coo^ess, told me, I must either acc(l|lt 
thif or nothing. The hearers of this sentence cast 
their eyes up to heaven, and pitied me. I remonstrat- 
ed, and thereby, only made the matter worse. Grief 
and anxiety .eccasioned me to tafce a journey into Italy, 
.passing tinough Venice, Rome, and Florence. 

Oa my return to Viemia, I, by a friendly interfer- 
lence in 1»ehalf of a woman, whose fears, rather than 
Ifiiilt, had brought her into danger, became suspected 
myself, and the very officious officers of the police had 
me imprisoned, as a coiner, without the least grounds 
for any such accusation, except their own surmises: I 
was detained, unheard, nine days, and when, haying 
bspB .heard, I had entirely justified mys^, was agam 
restored t^ liberty ; public declaration was thej^i mad^, 
in the Gazette, that the officers of the police had fP^ 
t^ pxeeipitat/fily. 
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fhit WW thii ntiftfiiet^on granted, bat this did not 
content me. I threatened the counsellor, by whom any 
ohazmcter had been so aspersed ; and the empress, con- 
descenduig to mediate, bestowed on me a captainship 
of cavalry, in the Oordova cuirassiers. 

Discontent led me to join my regiment in Htlngary. 

Here I gained the applause of my colonel. Count ^ 
BetUmi, who, himself, told the . empress, I, more than 
any other, had ^ntributed to the forming of the regi> 
ment. It may well be imagined, how a man like me, 
aecustomed, as I had been, to the first company of the 
ilrst courts, must pass my time among the Garpatfiian 
mountains, where neither society nor good books were 
to be found, nor knowledge, of which I was enamour- 
ed, improved. The conversation of Count Bettoni, 
and the ckas6, together with the love of the general 
of the regiment, old Field-Marshal Cordova, were my 
only resources {f the persecutions, neglect, and evea 
contempt, I received at Vienna, were 'stiU the same. 

In the 3rear 1754, and the month of March, tny 
Mother died in Prussia, and I requested permission oi 
the court that held the inheritance of Trenck, as u 
Jidei eommis^m, to take a journey to Dantxic, to settle 
some &mily affairs with my brothers and sister, my 
estates being confiscated. This permissbn'was grant- 
ed, aild thither I went in May. 

My principal intent, however, was a journey to Pe- 
tersburg, there to seek the advice and aid of •iQy firiends, 
for law and persecution were not yet ended at Vienna^ 
jsnd my captain's pay and small income were* scarcely 
sufficient to defray the charge^of attorneys and coun- 
sellors. 

. It is here most worthy of remark, that I was told by 
Princo Ferdinand, of Brunswick, governor of Magde- 
burg, he had received orders to prepare ray prison at 
^Magdeb.urg, before I set out from Hungary «> 

Nay, more, it had been written fro|^ Vienna, to Ber- 
lin that the king must beware of Trenckf for that he 
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would be 9.1 Dantzic at the tia^io, when the lapg w«9 to 
visit his camp in Prussia. 

I was immediately visited by my brothels and.sister, 
on my arrival^ at Dantzic, where we lived hap&f in 
each other's company^ during a fortnigrht, and an aim^- 
cable partition was made of my mpther's effects : my 
sister perfectly justified herself concen^ing themannet 
in which I was obliged tp fly from her house in^ th^ 
year 1746 ; our parting was kind, and as a brother and 
sister ought to part. 

Our only acquaintance in Dantzic was the 'Austrian 
resident, M. Abramson, to whom I brought letters of 
recommendation, from Vienna, and whose reception of 
us was polite, even to extravagance. 

This Abramson was a Frussii^ born, and had never 
seen Vienna, but obtained his then office by tiie recom- 
mendation of Count Bestuchef, without security for 
his good conduct, or proof of his good morals, heart 
pr head. He was in close connexion with the Prus- 
sian resident Be^er^ and wims made the' instrumt^nt of 
my ruin. * 

Scarcely had my brothers and sister departed, before 
I determined to mpke a, voyage, by sea, to Russia. 
Abxamson contrived a thousand artifices, by which he 
detained me a week longer in Dantzic, that he, in con- 
junction with Reimer, might make the necessary fhrep- 
ahitions. 

The king of Prussia had demanded, that the magis- 
Uiktes of Dantzip should deliyer me up, but this could 
not be done withput offending the Imperial oourt, I be- 
ing a^ commissioned officer in that serviee, with proper 
paiMjpprts : it wes, therefore, probable th^t this nego- 
tiation required letters should pass and repass : aiid, 
for thU reason, Abramson was employed to detam me 
flome dfiy^ lo^tgei;, till, by the last letters firom BierHn, 
the myagist^i^tes ef Dantzic were induced to violate 
piihUc ^fety and the laws of nation^. Abramson \ 
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eoQfiiidered u my best fiiend, and my person m in 
perfect secvity; he had, therefore, no difficulty in 
persuading me to stay. 

The day of tapposed departure on bo&rd a Swedish 
^hip7 for Ki^a, approached, and the deceitful Abramson 
promised me to send one of His servants to the port, to 
Jaiow the hour. At four in the afternoon, he told me 
he had himself spoken to the captain,' who said he 
should not sail till the n^zt day ; adding, that he, 
Abramson, would expect me ^6 breakftst, and woruld 
then accompany me to the ressel. I felt a secret in- 
quietude, which made me desirous of leaTing Dantzic, 
. and immediately to send all my baggage, and sleep on 
board. Abramson*preyented me, dragged me, almost 
forcibly, ajong with him, telling me he had much com- 
'pany^ and that I must absoluteljo^ dine and sup al his 
house: accordingly, I did not return to my inn till 
eleven at night. 

I Was but just in bed, when I heard a knocking at 
^y door, wldch was not shut, and two. of the city 
magistrates, with twenty ^enadiers, entered my cham' 
ber, and surrounded niy bed so suddenly, that I had 
not time to take my arms and defend myself. My 
three servants had been secured, and I was told that 
the^mest worthy magistracy of Dantasic was obliged to 
dieliW me up, as a delinquent, to hjui majesty the king 
efPrussia» * . 

They silently conducted mo to the city prison, where 
I remained twenty-four hours. About noon, Abramson 
«ame to visit me, affected to be infinitely concerned 
and enraged, and affirmed, he had strongly protested 
against the illegality of this proceeding to the magis- 
tVacy, as I was actually in the Austriifti service % but 
that ti>ey had answered him, the court of Vienna had 
alForded them a precedent, for that, in the year 175S, 
they had done the same l)y the two sons of the bnrgo* 
■Mtster Rutenberg, of Dantzic, and that, therefore, they 
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were justified in makmg. repriflal ; that likewiso the/ 
dursi not refuse the meet earnest request, accompenied 
with threats of the king of Prussia, 

The plea of retaliation originated as foUdwst there 
was a kind of ckib of Vienna, the members of which ' 
were seized for having committed the utmost extrava- 
ganee and debauchery, two of whom were the sons; of 
the burgomaster Rutenberg, and who were sentenced 
to the piUoiy. Great spns were offered by the father, 
to avoid this public disgrace, but ineffectually ; they 
were puaislied : their punishment was legal, ^d had no 
similarity whatever to my case, nor could it any way 
justly giie. pretence of reprisal. . ' 

Abramson, who had. in reality entered no protest 
whatever, but rather excited the magistracy, and acted 
in eoneert with Reimer, advised me to put my writings, 
and other valuable effects, into hi^ hands, otherwise 
they would be seized. He knew I had received, in 
letters of exchange, from my brothers and sister, abouV 
seven thousand florins, and these I gave him, but kept 
my ring, worth about four thousand^ and some sixty 
guineas, which I had in my purse. He then embrac- 
ed me, declared nothing should be neglected to effect 
my immediate deliverance, that even he would raise 
the populace for that purpose, that I could not be given 
up to the Prussians in less than a week, tne magistra- 
cy being still undetermined in an affair so serious, and 
he left me, shedding abundance of crocodile tears, like 
the most a£^ctionate of friends. 

Thfi. cuext night, two msgistrates, with their posse, 
v9ga» to my prison, attended by Resident Reimer, s, 
Prussian officer,and under-ofiicers,and into their hands 
.1 w9» delivered. .The pillage instantly began ; Reimer 
tore off my ring, seized my watch, snuff-box, and all 
I i»'9^.not so much as Rending me % coat or shirt from 
my ^4^^ ' after which they put me into a tlose coach 
with tJuree Prussianii. The Dantzic guard accompani- 
ed t||e -carriage to the /jity ^ate, that was opened' to l^t 
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me piJBS| ailer^ Whith} ike Dtaitzio di^^ooon maortei 
me as fiur as Cdueiibur^, in Fotaerania. 

Thirty Pni^sian huiibars, commanded by a Ueutenhiit, 
relioTed tlie dragoons, at Lati^hburg, ai^d th^ wi^ I 
escorteid hoia giu'rison to , garrisoki, tiil I arriin^d at 
Berlin. 

Hence it was evidently lalsely affirmed, by the 
magistracy of. Dantzic^ and the conspirator Abifamson, 
who wrote, in his own excnse,toyieiina, that my seiz- 
ure muJst be attributed \^holly to my own imprudence, 
and that I had exposed myself to this arrest, by 'going 

' withoctt the city gates, whete I was taken and carried 
off ;> nor is, it less astonishing thit the court of Vienna 
should not have demanded satisfaction for th« treach- 
ery of the Dantzickers towai^ds an Austrian offiiier ; I 
paving incontroyertibly proved this treachery after I 
had regained my liberty. Abramson, indeed, they 
oould. not punish, for, during my imprisonment, he had 
^tted.tiie Austrian for the Prussian service, where 
he had gradually become so conteinptih^e, that, in the 
year 1746, when I was released from my imprisonmont, 
he was himself imprisoned in the house of correction ; 
and his wife, lately so rich, was obliged to beg her 
bread. Thus, have I generally lived to see the &11 oC 
my betrayers ; and thus have I found, that, without 
indulgixig personal revenge^ virtue and fortitude mtttty 
at length, triumph over the calumniator and the 
despot. ... 

I was eseorted from . garrison to garrison, which 
wore distant from each other two, three, or, at most^ 
five miles ; wherever I came I found compassion and 
respect^ The detachment of hussars oiily attended 
me two days j it consisted of twelve inen and an ttffi- 

. c^^ wfro rode witli me in the carrisige. 

. The. fourth day I arrived at- — -^, WKe^e the d«ke 
of^irt^emberg, father of the present gtand dlltchess 
j>f Kussi^/was. commander, and where iiiB*¥e|ri]iievit 
vas m quarters. The ddie eonversed' WKh >^fe* 
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mueii moved, invited me to dine, and deUioidiMi fll 
. the day, where I wm not treated as a pnmamt. I fn 
far gained hie esteem, (hat I was tJSom^ to l6iBi«in 
there the next day * tha chief pereoBs of tho phfi^ wffff 
assemhM, and the dutehesa, triiotn he bad lafeiy mtx- 
ried, testified every mark of pi^y ai^d eatefiml I ataid 
dinner mih. him also on the third day ; after wiucb> I 
departed in an open carriage, without escort, altended 
only4>y a Hentenant of his regiment^. 

I must relate this event (»rcamstiuitaally, ibr it nat 
only proves the just and noide character of the duke^ 
but, fikewise, that' there are mon^nts- in which the 
brave may appear cowards, the clear-aighted blind, and 
the wise foolish ; nay ,^ one might afanost be led to con- 
clude from this, that my imprisonment at Magdebnrg 
was the consequence of predestination, since I remivn- 
ed riveted in stupor, in despair of suggestidHs, foro* 
bodings, and fevourable opportunities. Who but nwst 
be astonished, having read the daiing eflbrta I made 
at Glatz, at this strange insensibility, now in th9 vary 
criras of my &te ? I allerward was convinced, it was 
the intention of the noble-minded duke, that I riioold 
escape, and that he must have given particiriajr orders 
to the successive officers. He would probably hava 
willingly subjected himself to the reprimands of Ared- 
crick, if I would Ifave taken to fli^. The journey 
through the places where his regiment, waa statioped 
continued five days, and I every wher^ passed tho 
evenings in the company of the c^ers, the kindness 
of whom was unbounded. I slept in their quartans, 
without sentinels, and travelled in their oarriagep, 
without other guard tha^ a single officer in the car- 
riage. In various places, the high road was apt mere 
than two, and sometimes, one mile front the frontitr 
road; therelbre nothing could have been easier than 
to liave escaped ; yet did the same Trenfikj who, tn 
^latz, had cut his way throiigh thirty men, to ebtain 
his &ee^om, that 'nenck, who had never bHn 
10 . ^^ 
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with owj muk of fiisndriu^ AlUr Anwr, lie rode 
•ttiiA liMd of his ■^uadroo, to wifter the hocie, imatd- 
died. I remmnid tlbne in the I mwm i i , entered the 
irtii)>lft, nw three temahnnc houmi, with aiiddlM end- 
hridlM: in vaj rJaipher was a ewoKd and a peiroC 
pialoh I had hot to moont one of the honee, and fly 
at the oppodto i^rato. I nedhatod on the projeet, and 
almqat reaobred to pot it in exacntioa, hot preaentlj 
became vndetermined by some seeiet impolie. The 
captain retnmed ioir^e time after, and appeased aur^ 
priied to find me stJU there. The next day he aeeom* 
paaied me alone in his carriage. We came to a finest ;. 
he saw some champignons, stopped, asked me to alight, 
and help to gather them. He strayed more than a 
hundred paces from me, and gave me entire liberty to 
fly ; jBt, notwithstanding all this, I Tolantarily retom* 
ed, sufiering myself to be led like a sheep to the 
slaaghter. 

I was treated so well, and escorted with so much 
negligence, that I fell into a-gross error. Peroeiviq^ 
they conveyed me straight to Berlin, I imagined the 
king wished to question me concerning the plan f<ma- 
ed for the war, which was then on the point of break- 
ing out. This plan I perfectly knew, the secret cor- 
respondence o£ Bestuchef ha^ng all passed throngia 
my hands, which circumstance was mudi better 
known at Berlin than at Vienna. Confirmed in this 
opinion, and far firom imagining the fate that awaited 
me, I remained irresolute, insensible, and bKnd ta 
danger. ^ ' . 

After four days' marchj I quitted the distri^ under 
the command of the duke of Wirteiiberg, and was de- 
livered up to the first garrison of infiuitiy, at CcMha. 
The Ikst of tha:Wirtemberg olBcers, when taking leave 
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of me, vffmied to be glwtly afiected; and* fttm 
tiuB jDoment' till I came to Berlia, I was put under a 
itraog eacort, and the giTen ordera were rifdrouily 
obiervad. 

Amred Iwre, I was.lod^ &ret the grand gnaid- 
hooi^y with two aentuifili in mj chamber, and one at 
- the door. The king was at Potadam^ and here I re- 
mained three days : on the third, some staff officers 
znade. their appearance, seated themselves at a table, 
and put the following questions to me ; 

First, What was my business at Dantzic ? 

Secondly, Whether I was acquainted with M. Golts, 
Pnwnaa ambassador, in Russia ? 

Thirdly, Who was concerned with mci in the con- 
flpimcy at Dantzic ? 

When I perceived their intentions by these interio' 
gationa, I absolutely refused to reply, only saying, I 
had been imprisoned in the fortress of Olatz, without 
hearing or trial by court-martial ; that, availing myself 
of the -laws of nature, I had, by my own exertions,* pro- 
cured my liberty, and that I was now a captain of cav- 
alry in the Imperial service ; that I demanded a legal 
trial finr my firiit unknown offences, after which I en- 
gaged to answer all interrogatories, and prove my 
innocence ', bnt that, at present, being accused of new 
Crimea, ^dthout a hearing concerning my former pun- 
ifihment, the procedure was illegal. I was told, they 
had no orders concerning this, and I remained dumb 
to ail further questions ^ ' 

They wrote some two hours, God knows what. A 
carriage came up; I was strictly searched, to find 
whether I had any weapons ; thirteen or fourteen 
ducats, which I had concealed, were taken from me ; 
and I was conducted, under a strong escort, through 
Spandau to Magdeburg. The officers here delivered 
me up to the captain of the guard, at the citadel : the 
town-najor came and brought me to the dungeon ex- 
preasly prepared fox me. A small picture of the Coun* 
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MM of B«iluel»f; Mt «iti| aiaoKMidbi wiurik i 
•oaottled in mj bQ«M% ivw now taken ftom me ; t|ie 
door wn» Bkaif ond liero was I kfti 

Mj dungeoa was in a casemate, the fi>repicrt ^f 
whicb, six feet wide end tea leet knir, w«< divitel hj 
a partf-^waU. In the inner wall were two doors, and 
a third al the entrance of the casemate itself. The 
window in the seven feet tfaidL wall was so sitttatedy 
tfaali thongh I bad light, I eould see neither heikvep 
nor earth* I could only see the roof of the mafazine. 
Within and without this window were iron hars, 
and} in the ftps«e between, an iron graiin|f, so oloso 
and BO situated by the rising oi the walls^ tluA it was 
impossible I shonld i^ any person withdut the prison, 
or that any person should see me. On the ont^idtf 
was a wooden palisade, iax feet from the waU, by 
which the sentindls were prevented from eowmyisiff 
any thing te flio. t had a mattress vad abedstead^ bat 
whioh was immove^ljr ironed ta the floor, so tJint it 
wa< iaposnb^ I should dnig it, and stftnd vlp to the 
window. Beside the door waii & smaU fron storo and 
a night-tabiei in Hkb miinner fixed to the floor. I wan 
not yet pot in Srons, and my allowance Was a ponnd 
end a half pur day of ammunition bread, imd k ji^ of 
water. 

From my yonth I had always had a good appetttt, 
and my bread was 1k> moi^y I eotild scarcely at fitit 
eat thd half of it. This Wte the ccmsequence of Mi^ 
Rieding^B avarice, who endeavoured'to profit even by 
thiS) so great was the number i^ unflirtunate prison- 
em I therefore it is impossible I should describe to^ my 
reador the ezeoBs of tortures, tiiat, d^ng eleven 
aioaths,tfelt from rai^oious hunger. I eould easily 
every day have devoured six pounds of breed; aidl 
evacy twen^^four hours, after having received and 
awaUowed my small pcnrtion, I continued as hungxy as 
belbi^ I begattf yet must wait another twentgr^ur 
hours for a new morsid. How willingly would I hnvw 
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cigned a bill of exchuijre for a thoumid dncatt, on my 
)>roperty at Vtexma, only to hare natiated my Irangor 
ondrybrtad! For so extreme was it, that scarcely 
had I dropped into a sweet sleep, befbre I dmamed I 
was pasting at some table, luzuriouBly ioaded, where, 
eatm|r tike a glutton, the whole company were aston- 
ished to see me, vMIb my imagination was heated by 
the sensation of famine. Awakened by the pains of 
hanger, the diiAies yanished, and nothing remained 
but the reality of my distress ; the cravings of .nature 
were biit inflamed ; my tortures prevented sleep, and, 
looking into fotority^ the cruelty of my fiite suffered, if 
possible, increase, from imagining, that the prolcmga- 
tion of pangs like these was insupportablo. My hun- 
ger increaiMd every day ; and, of all the triids of fiirti- 
tude my whole life has afforded, this, of eleven months, 
wis the most bitter. 

Petitions, remonstrances, were of no avail ; the an- 
swer was, " We must give no more, such is the king's 
command." The governor. General Borbk, bom the 
enemy of man, replied, when I entreated at least ttt 
have my fill of biread, " You have feasted often enough 
out of the service of plate taken from the king, by 
Trmick, at the battle of Sorau ; yon must now eat am- 
munition bread in your dirty kennel. T6ur empress 
makes no allowance for your maintenance, and you 
are txnworthy of the bread you eat.'* 

My three doors were kept ever shut, and I was left- 
to such meditations as such feelings and •such hopes 
might inspire. Daily, abont noon, once in twe^ty-feur 
"hours, my pittance of bread and water was broq^ht; 
The keys of all the doors were kept by the governor; . 
the inner door was not opened, but my bread and watefr 
were delivered' through an aperture. The prison doors^ 
were opened only once a week, on a Wednesday, when 
the governor and town>maior> my liole having been; 
first cleaned, paid their visit. 
10* 
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Hviin^ 'tmnnined thus two moiiths, aiid obderred' 
this flMtkod trw iiiTariable) I hegnsL to execute a pro- 
jest which I had formed, of the poanbility of ifirhich I • 
irtt convittOiBd. 

Where the liight-tahle ahd stove stood, the floor was 
hridEed^' tad this psvmg 'extended to the wall that sep* 
ariited jas^ eaaemate fntn the adjoining one, in which 
was- no prisoned. My window was only guarded by a 
ilingle sentinsl ; I therefot>e sooii found among those 
who B^C6e8siYely relieved gnard two kind>>hearted fel- 
lows,' whd dee^ribed to me the situation of my prison ; 
hence I percei\^d I might eilbct my escape, could J 
but penetrate into the adjoining easeiUate, the door of 
* which was ndt shut. Proytded I had k friend and a' 
boat Wttitiiig for me at the Elbe, or could I swim across 
that river^ t]» confiaei of Saxoi^ were but a mile dis> 
tant. 

I worked through the iron eighteen inches- long, by. 
whiiUi the xught-table was fastened, and broke aS the 
ditchings of the naih, but preserved their heads, that 
I might put them again in their places, and all might 
a|ypear secure to my weekfy visiters. Thib procured 
rae tools to raise up the bHcfc floor, under which I 
fbund earth. My first attentpt was to Work a hole 
tliruttgh the wall, seyeU fbet tiiick iM^hind, and^ con- 
ceahid by the lught-taHe. The first layer was of brick. 
, I afterwards came to large h^wn stones. I ondeavour^r 
ed aeeurately to number and remember the bricks, 
both of the flooring ahd the waB, s6 thaH T might 
replice theih, and all might ap^ar safb. This having 
aecompiished, I proceeded. 

The day preceding visitation idl Was carefuHy re- 
placed, and the intervening loionar as carefully pre- 
mrv^d; the whole had probably been wlutewashed a 
hundred thnes ; ktid, that I might fill u^ all r«mainitig 
int#rbtieu,I powfided th<9 white stufiT this afforded, 
wetted it, made a brush of my hair, ihen dp]^li«d thin 
plaster, washed it over that the colour might be uni- 
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^na, and ifterwards str^ijped myself, a]i4 Mt with my 
naked body against the place, by the heat of which it 
was dried. 

While UkbourlDg, I placed the atoncm and brick's ifpon 
xny bedstead, and, had they taken the precaution to 
come at any other time of the week, the dtated Wed^ 
nesday excepted, I had inevitably been discovered: 
but, as no such ill accident befell me, in six months my 
Herculean labours gave, me a prospect of success. 

Means were to be found to remove the rubbish from 
my prison : ell of which, in a wall so thick, it Was im- 

> possible to replace : mortar and stone could not be 
removed. I, therefore, took the earth, scattered it 
about my chamber, and ground it under my feet the 
whole day, till I had reduced it to dust ', this dust I 
brewed in the aperture of my window, making use of 
the loosened night- table to stand upon. I tied splinteis 
IVom my bedstead together, with the ravelled yarn of 
^ old stocking, and to tlus affixed- a tuft of my hair. 
I worked a large hole under the middle grating, which 
could not be se6n when standing on the ground, and' 
through this I pushed my dust, with the tool I had pre-, 
'pared, to the outer window, then, waiting till the wind 
should happeii to rise, during the night J brushed it 
away j it was blown <^, ajid no appearance remained 
on the outside. ' By this single expediienf , I rid mysielf 
of at least three hundred weight of earth, and thus 
made jroom to continue my labours ; yet, this being 
still iiisuffioi^iit, I had recourse to' another artifiee, 
which was to knead up the earth in the form of sau- 
sages, to resemble the human feeces : these I dried, and 
when the prieoo6r came to clean my dungeon, hastily 

. tossed them into* the night-table, and thus disencuAi- 
bered myself of a pound or two mere di cfiurth each 
week. I further made little balls, and, when the sen- 
tinel was walldffiilf , blew them thrtsugh a P<^^ |ube^ 
out of the window. Into Che empty space I put m^ 
mortar atad at^neb, arid woHeed on suceenAilly. 



mmmtmm^wm 



116 LIFE OF 

' I cttmoly howtrer, dMcribe my diiBcnltieSy after 
iuiTuifl^ penetrfited about two feet into the hewn atone. 
My toola were the irons I had dag out, which fastened 
jny bedstead and nigfat-table. A compassionate soldier 
also grave me an old iron ramrod, and a soldier's dieath 
knife, which did me excellent service, xpore especially 
the latter. With these, too, I cut splinters from my 
bedstead^ which aided me to jnck tha mortar from the 
interstices of the stone ; yet the labour of penetratittg 
through this seren ftet wall w^a incredible. The 
bufldii^r was ancient,' and the mortar, occasionally, 
f^uite petrified, so that the whole stone was ebli^d to 
be reduced to dust. After continuing my work, unre- 
mittingly, for six months, I, at length, approached tho 
accomplishment of my hopes, as I knew by coming to 
the facing of the bzick, which, now, was only between 
me and the adjoining casemate. 

Mean time, I fotmd opportunity to speak to some of 
' the sentinels, among whom was an old grenadier called 
Gef hardt, whom I here name, because he displayed 
qualities of the greatest and most noble kind. Trom 
him I learned the exact situation of my prison, and 
every circumstance that might best conduce to my* 
escape. 

Nothing was wanting but money to buy a boat, and, 
crossing the Elbe with Gef hardt, to take refuge in Sax- 
ony. By Gefhardt's means,! became acquainted with 
a kind hearted girl, a Jewess, and a native of Dessau, 
Esther Heymanmn by name, whose father had been 
ten years in prison. This good, eompasnonate maiden', 
whom I had never seen, won over two other grena^ 
diers, who gave her an opportunity of speaking to me 
erexy time they stood sentinel. By tying my q>linters 
together, I made a stick long enough to reach beyond 
the paUsadoes that were before my window, and thns 
obtained paper, anothdr knife, and a file. 

I now MTZote to my sister, described my ntuation, 
and entreated her io remit three hundred rix dollars ta 

I * 



BARON F. TREKCK. 117 



til* J«WMi, heiHiiir^ by tloi nMuM, I iiii|rkl 
frommy prison. I wtolo anothet aiBMStiiif Witer to 
Coimt Puibla, the AustatJi aaib mioad w «l Berlin, in 
vriuch WM enolosed a draft for a tboasan^ florins, on 
my effects at Vienna^ desiring him to remit these to the 
Jewess, having promised her that suni asa reward fi»r 
her fidelity. She was to bring tha thfee hundred riz 
dollars my sister should send tome^ and take ineasores, 
with- the grenadiets, to facsilttate my flight, which 
nothing seemed able to prevent, I hsvitig the power 
either to break* into the casemate, or, aided by the 
grenadiers and the Jewe^^ to cut the locks from th» 
doors, and that way escape £rom my dongaon. The 
letters were open, I being obfiged to rdl them i^onnd 
the stick to convey tiiem to Esther. 

The faithful girl straightway prooeeded to Berlin^ 
where she arrived safe, and inmtediately spoke to Count 
Fuebla. The eevit gave her tfaa kindest reception,, 
received the letter o€ exchange, and bade her go and 
speak to Weingarten, the seeretaxy of the embassy, 
and act entirely as he should dhreet. She was receiv- 
ed by him in the most friendly maimer, who, by his 
questions, drew from her the whole. secret, and our 
iiHended fdan of flight, aided by the two grenadiers, 
and, also, that the had a lettef for my sister, which 
she must carry to Hammer, near CHistrin. He asked 
to see^this letter, read it) told her Ut proceed on her 
journey, gave her two ducats to bear her expenses, 
ordered her to come to him on her ratmm, said that 
during tiiis interval he would endeavour to obtain her 
the tlmosaad florins Smp my wift, and wovdil then give 
her fUrthwr instructions^ 

Esther eheerfiilly d^Murted for Hammer^ Where my 
sister, then a widow, and no longer in dread of her hns-^ 
band, joyful to, hear I was still living, imniediaitefy gavfr 
her the three hundred rix dollars, exhorting- her U^ 
exert ev«ry possiUe mesns to obtain mfr deiii^eranee 
.Esther hastened back with the letter fhmi nhy sister to^ 
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ai» to Bttilhi^ and told all that had paiied to^ Wein^ar- 
ten, w&o read the letter, atid inquired the namea of 
the two grenadiera. He told her the thouaand florin* 

' from Vienna were not yet come, bat gave her tw^To 
ducata, bade her hasten back to Magdeburg, to carry 
me all thie good newa, and then to return to Berlin, 
where he woidd pay her the thousand florins. Esther 
came to Magdeburg, went immediately to the citadel 

•'^nd, most luckily, met the wiife of ^e of the grena* 
diers, who tdd her that her husband and his comrade 
had been taken and put in irons the flay before. Es- 
ther had quickness of perception, and suspected we 
had been betrayed : she therefore instantly again bo^ 
gan her travels, and happily came safe to Dessau. 

Here I must' interrupt my narrative, that I may ex- 
plain this infernal enigma to my readers, an account of 
' which I reeeifed after I had obtained my fi'eedom, aiid 
still possesa in the hand*writing of this Jewess. We- 
logarten, as afterwards discovered, was a traitor, and 
too much trusted by Count Puebla, he being a spy- in 
the pay of**? russia, and who had revealed to the court 
of Berlin, not only the secrets of the Imperial embas- 
sy, but also tiie whole pla^ of the projected war^ — For 
this reason he afterwards, when war broke out, re- 
mained at Berlin, in the Prussian service. His reason 
for betraying me- was, that he might secure the thou- 
sand florins which I had drawn for on Vienna ; for the 
receipt of the 24th of May, 1755, attests that the sum 
was paid by the administrators of my e^cts to Count 
Puebla, and has since l^en brought to'account ; nor 
can I believe that We&^arten did not appropriate 
this sum to himself, «nce I cannot be persuaded the 
ambassador > would commit such an action, although 
the receipt is in his hand-writing, as may easily be 
demonstrated, it being now in my possesn)»n. Thus 
did Weiagarten, that he might detain a thousand flo- 
rins, with impunity, bring new evils upon me, tiiid. 
upon my idster which occasioned her premature death ; 
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Oftosad one gmadier to nut the ganttot . thiee' sue- 
eewiv* ^y», and another to be Imng. 

Uether alone ewapedyUid a^ioe gave me an elneida- 
tion of the whole, affiur. The reperi ai Magdehorg 
was, tbata Jeweas hadmbtakied money fimn vij Mter, 
and bribed two grenadiera, and that one of theae had 
tnurted, and been betrayed by his oomiade. The truth, 
however^ is as I have stated ; my aoooimt book exists, 
and the Jewess is%till alive. 

Her poor imprisoned iather was pmushed with more 
than a hondred blows to make him declare whether 
his daughter had intrusted him with the plot, or if he 
knew , whither she was fled ; and miserably died in 
fetters. 

I had heard nothing of what had happened for some 
days; at length, however, it was the honest Gef- 
hardt*s turn to mount guard ; but the posts being 
doubled, and two additional grenadiers plaeed before 
my door, explanation was exceedingly di^cult. He, 
however, in spite of precaution, ^Mind m^ans to inform 
rae whsi^ had happened to his two unfortunate com- 
rades. 

The king came to a review at Magdeburg, when he 
visited the Star Fort, and commanded a new cell to be 
immediately made, prescribing, himself, the kind of 
irons, by iiii^i I. was to be secured^ The honest^ 
Cxefh^dt^hecKl the c^cer say this cell was meant ibr 
me ; gave me notice of it, but assured me it coold not 
be ready in less than a month. I therefore determiiV' 
ed, as soon as possible, to complete my breach in the^ 
wall, and escape without the aid ef any one. The 
thing was possible ; for I had twisted the hair of my . 
mattress into a rope, which I meant to tie to a cannon, 
and descend the rampart ; after which I might swim 
•cross the Elbe, gain the Saxon frontiers, and thus 
eafoly esoape. 

On the 26th of May, I had determined to break into 
the next casemate ; but, when I came to work at the 
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■hftU I mmkb the reader feel as I then felt? how dft* 
leribe my daepondmioy , and yet account fi>r that latent 
inqBolee that withheld ray hand on this fiOal, this mis- 
erable night ? 

Bnch were my meditations ; such my night-thonghte^ 
Day at length retained : but where was its n^oidour ? 
Fled— *I beheld it *not } yet wae its glimmering obecu- 
rity sufficient to show me what was my dungeon. 

In breadth, it was about eight feet ; in length, ten. 
Near me once more stood a night-table ; in a corner 
was a seat feur^bricks broad, on which I might sit^ and 
recline against the wall. Opposite the ring to which 
I was fiistened, the light was admitted through a semi- 
circular i^rture, one foot high, and two in diameter. 
Thie aperture ascended to the centre of the w&U, which ' 
Wita SUE feet thick ; and at this central part was a close 
iron. grating, firom which, outward, the aperture de- 
flbended, and its two extremities were again secured 
by strong iron bars. My dungeon was built in the 
ditch of the fortification, and the aperture, by which 
the light entered, was so covered by the wall of the 
ran]f>art, that, instead of finding immediate passage,' 
the hi^t only gained admission by reflection. This, 
considering the smallness of the aperture, and the im- 
pediments of grating and iron bars, must needs make 
the obscurity great ; yet my eyes in time became so 
accustomed to this glimmering, that I could see a 
mouse ran. In winter, however, when the sun did not 
shine into the ditch, it was eternal night with me. 
Between the bars and, the grating was a glass .window, 
with a small central casement, which might be opened 
to admit air. My night-table was daily removed, and 
beside me stood a jug of water. The name of 
TRENCK was built in the wall in red brick, and 
under .-my feet was a tomb-stone, with, the name of 
TJSi^CK also cut on it, and carved with a death's 
head. The doors to my dungeon were double, of oak, 
two inches thick ', without thea^was an open space, or 
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ftont ««11, in which waB a window, and this apace waa 
likewise shut in by diotible doom. The diteh, in 
which this dreadfiil den waa hoilt, was encloaed on 
both aides by palisadoes, twelve feet high, the key of 
the door of which waa intrtistod to the o^Scer of the 
gtuird, it being the king's intention to prevent all pos- 
sibility of speech or communication with the senturels. 
The only motion I had the power to make waa that 
of jumping upward, or swinging my anns, to procure 
myself warmth. When more accosUmied to these 
fetters, I was likewise capable of moving them from 
side to side, about four feet, but this pained my shin 
bones. 

The cell had been finished with lime and plaster 
but eleven days, and every body supposed it would be 
impossible I should exist m these damps above a ibft- 
night. I remained six. months conti|iually immersed 
in water, that trickled upon me from the thick arches 
under which I was ; and I. can safely affirm, that, for 
the first three months, I was never dry ; yet did I con- 
tinue in health. I was visited daily, at nocm, after re- 
lieving guard, and the doors were then obliged to be 
left open fi>r some minutes, otherwise the dampness of 
tiie air put out their candles. ' ^ 

This was my situation, and here I sat, destitute of 
friends, helplessly wretched, preyed on, by all the tor- 
ture of thought, that continually suggested the most 
gloomy, the most dreadfiil of images. My heart waa 
not yet wholly turned to stone; my fortitude waa 
sunken to despondency } my dungeon was the veiy . 
eave of despair ; yet was my arm restrained, yet was 
this excess of misery endured. 

About noon my den was opened. Sorrow and com- 
passion were painted on the countenances of my keep- 
ers. No one spoke ; ^no one bade me good>morrow. 
Dreadful, indeed, was their arrival > for, unaccustomed 
to the monstrous bolts and bars, they were kept re- 
sounding fdr a full half hour, before such soul-chillingi 
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MBh lK9»>niiiidtaiag impediments were rein^Yed. . It 
wms the Toiot of tyxumy that thundered ! 

My night-table was tal^en out, a camp-bed, mattresa, 
and blanketSi were brought ine ; a jug of water set 
down, and beside it an ammunition loaf^of six pounds' 
wekrht. " That yon no more may complain of hun-- 
gerf ' *ud the town^major, '' yon shall hare as- much 
bread as yon can eat." The door was shut, and I 
again left to my thoughts. 

What a strange thing is that called happiness ! How 
shi^n I express my extreme joy^ when, after eleven 
months of intolerable hunger, I was again indulged- 
with a ftiU feast of coarse ammunition bread ! The fond ' 
l^yer never rushed more eagerly to the atms ^shia 
expecting bride, the ikmished tiger more ravenously 
oh his prey, than I upon this loaf: I eat, rested, suT'^ 
veyed the preciffos morsel, eat again, and absolutely 
shed tetfs of pleasore. Breaking bit after bit, t had, 
by evening, devoured al( my loa£ 

Alas ! my enjoyment was of short duration. I soon 
found that excess is followed by pain and repentance. 
My fasting had welk^ied my digestion, and rendered 
It inactive. My body swelled; my water-jug was emp- 
tied ; cramps, colics, and, at len|^ ,im>rdinate thirst, 
rackM me all the night. I began to pour curses on 
those ivhcl seemed to refine on tbrturd, and^after starv- 
ing me so long, to invite me to gluttony. Could I not . 
have reclined on my bed, I should indeed have been 
driven this night to desperation ; y6t even this wats 
but a partial relief; for, not accustomed to my enor- 
mous fotters,I could not extend myself in tbem,in th0 
same manner I was afterward taught to do by habit. 
I dragged them, however, so togeUier,' as to enable me 
to sit down on the bare mattress. This, of all my 
nights of sn&ring, stands foremost. When they open- 
M my dungeon next day, they found me in a truly 
pitiable situation, W<mdered at my appetite, bimight 
me Another loaf: I refused to accept it, believing I 
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fMver should haye occanon fbr bread. They, however, 
left me one, gave me water, shrugged up their shoal- 
ders, wished me fiurewell, as, according to all appear- 
ance, they never expected to find me alive, and shut 
all the doors, without asking whether I wished or need- 
ed farther asnstance. ^ 

Thfee days had passed before I could again eat k' 
morsel of bread, and hiy mind, brave in health, now, 
in a sick body, became pusillanimous, so that I deter- 
mined on death. The irons en^ery where round my 
body, and their weight, were insupportable ; nor could 
I imagine it was possible I should habituate myself to 
them, or endure them long enough to expect deliver- 
ance. Peace was a very distant prospect. The king 
had commanded that such a prison should be built, as 
should exclude all necessity of a sentinel, in order that 
I might not converse with, and seduce them from theDr 
duty ; and, in the filBt 4ays of despair, deliverance ap- 
peared impossible ; and the fbtters, the war, the pain I 
ibit, the place, the length of time, each circumstance 
seemed equally impossible to support. A thousand 
reasons convinced me it was necessary to end ray suf- 
ferings. 

Full of these meditations, every minute's patience 
appeared absurdity, and resolution meanness oif soul ; 
yet I wished my mind should be satisfied that reason^ 
and not rashness, had induced the act. I therefore de- 
termined, that I* might examine the question coolly, 
to wait a week longer, and die on the 4th of July. 
In the mean time I revolved in my mind what possible 
means there were of escape, not fearing, naked and 
chained, to rush and expire on the bayonets of my 
enemies. 

The- next day I observed, as the four doors were 
•p«ned, that they were only of wood, therefore ques- 
tioned whether I might not even^ cut off the locks 
with the knife that I had so fortunately concealed ; and 
«hoiiId this and every other means fki], then would ha 
11 • 
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the lime to die. 1 likewise determined to make an 
attempt even to ftee myeelf of my chains. I happily, 
forced my rrght hand through the hand-cuff^ thongh 
the blood tridded from my nsils. My attempts on ths 
left were long inefl^tual ; but^ by rubbing with a 
brick, which I got from my seat, oa the rivets that had 
been negligently closed, I efi^cted this also. 

The chain was fastened to a rim round my body by 
a hook, one end of which was not inserted in tho rim; 
therefere, by setting my foert against the^wall, I haid 
strength enough so far to bend this hook back, and 
<^n it, as to force out the link of the chain. The> 
remaining difficulty was the chain that attached my^ 
foot to the wall : the links of this chain I took,douldedy, 
twisted, and wrenched, till, at length, nature having 
bei^wed on me great strength, I made a de^r- 
ate eflfbrt, sprang forcibly up, and two links at enee 
» flew off. 

Fortunate, indeed, did I think myself: I hastened t» 
the door, groped in the dark to find the clinchings or 
the nails, by which the lock was fastened, and discover- 
ed no very large piece of wood need be out. Immedi- 
ately I went to work with my knife, and cut thro«^|i 
the oak door, to And its thickness, which proved to be 
only oile;inch ; therefore was it possible to open all the 
doors in four-and-twenty hours. 

Again hope revived in my hfeart. To prevent de- 
tection, I hastened to put on my chains ; but, O Godt 
what difficulties had I to surmount I After much grop- 
ing about, I, at lengthy found the link that had flowii' 
dS; this I hid. It had been my good fortune, hitherto^- 
to esi^pe examination, as the possibHil^ of ridding my- 
self of such chains was in no wise suspected. The- 
separated Ihake I tiod^ together. with my hair riband'; 
but, when I agiain%endeavoured to force my hand into ' 
tfaib ling. It Was Bo swotted, that every efisvt was firait- 
less. The whole inght was emplojred npdH the rivit, 
but ItO labour init Ih vain. 
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Hmm mui the hour of vintatitifi, and iwcMatty «ad 
laager again obliged me to attempt fumalog my hand 
in, whiehy at length, after exerueiating torture, I ef- 
fteted« My visitors- came, and every thing had the 
ftplpearanee of older. I fi>iind it, however, in^pM- 
anhie to foree otit my right hand, while it continued 
swelled. 

I therefore remained <|aiet till the day fixed, and, 
on tiie determined 4th df My, inunediately as my vis- 
itors bad dosed the doors upon me, I db^cumbered 
myself of my irons, took hy knife, and began my Her- 
lOalean labour on the* door. The first of the doable 
idoors that opened inward was conquered in less than 
an hour i the other was & veiy different task. The lock 
was soon eat round, but it opened outward; there 
wrere, therein, no other means left, but to cut the 
ivhole door away above. tiie bar. 

This incessant and incredible labour made, possible, 
tiiougfa it was the more di^cult, as every thing, wiui to 
be done by feeling, I being totally in the 'dark ; the 
«weat dropped, or rather flowed, from my body ; my 
fingers were olotted with my own bloody and my laoer- i 
4i!led hands were me continued wound. 

I>ay*light appeared -. I clambered over the door that 
was half cut away, and got up to the window in the 
«pace or cell that was between the double doors, as 
«beve delitribed. Here I saw my dungeon was in the 
ditch of the first rampart ; before me I beheld the road 
from the rampart, the guard but fifty paces distant, and* 
the high palisadoes that were in the ditch, and must 
be scaled before I could reach the rampart. Hope 
;gfew stronger; my efforts v^ere redoubled. The first 
of the next douto doors was attacked, whioh opened 
inward, and was soon eonquered. The son set be&re 
f had efadsd tiUB, sad the fourth Was to be cut vttty as 
tlMl sedDiid had beMi. My strength fiuled; both my 
hamdi were raw > I restM a while, began «gain, aad 
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htd made a cut of a foot long, when my knift iBi|>t, 
anid the brdieii blade dropt to the ground. 

God of omnipotence ! what was I at tfaia moment ! 
Waa there, God of merciea ! was there ever creature 
of thine more justified in despair? — ^The moon sheae 
clear: — ^I cast a wild, distracted look up to heaven, 
seized the broken knife, gashed through th^ veins of 
my left arm and foot, sat myself tranquilly down, and 
saw the blood flow. Nature, overpowered, fainted, and 
I know not how long I remained slumbering in this 
state. Suddenly I heard my own name, awoke, and 
again heard the words ** Baron Trenck ?" My answer 
was, " Who calls .'" And who indeed was it, but my 
honest grenadier, Gefhardt, my former faithfiil friend 
in the citadel. The good, the kind fellow, had got up- 
on the rampart, that he might comfort me. 

"How do you do?" said Gefhardt. <' Weltering in 
my blood,** answered I ; " to-morrow you will find me 
dead." << Why should you die ?'* replied he; <'it is 
much easier for you to escape here than firom the cita- 
del. Here is no sentinel^ and I shall soon find means 
to supply you with tools t if you can only break out, 
leave the rest to me. As often as I am on guard I will 
seek opportunity to speak to you. In the whole Star 
Fort there are but two sentinels ; the one at the en- 
trance, and the other at the guard-house. Do not de- 
spair ; God will succour you ', trust to me." The good 
' man's kindness and diacburse revived my hopes : I saw 
the possibility of 'an escape. A secret joy difibsed it- 
self through my soul. I immediately tore my shirt, 
bound up my wounds, and waited the approaeh of day ; 
and the SUB soon after shone through ihe window to 
me with unaccustomed brightness. 

Let the reader judge how far it was cliance,^faow &r 
the eflfoct of divine Providence, that in this dreadfbl 
hour my heart again received^ hope. Who was it sent 
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the bonest Crefhaidt at such a laoaient to my ftum? 
For had it not beeft for him, I^had eertainly, when I 
awoke from my slmnben, cut mora affectuaJfty tkrovgh 
my artories. • 

Till noon I had time to consider what might farther 
be done^ yet what could be done, what expected, but 
that I ahould now be mneb more eraelly treated,, and 
even ingupportably ironed than before ; finding, as they 
most, the doors cut ^through, and 'my fotters shaken 
off. . • k 

Aiter mature eoisideratioii, I therefore made the 
following resolutien, which succfieded happily, and 
even beyond my h<^B. Before i proceed, however, 
I will speak a few words ooncdbung.my then situatioii. 
It is imposnble to describe how much I was exhausted. * 
The prison swam with blood, ukd certainly but little 
was left in my body. With palnfolwbunds, swelled 
«nd torn hmds,. I there stood shittless ; felt an incli- 
nation to deep almost inreststible, and scarcely had 
Atcength to keep my legs; yet was I oblig^ to rouse 
myself j that I might execnte my plan. 

With the bii^ that sepsiTaited my hinds I loosened 
the bricks of my seat^ which^ b«ng nfewly laid, was ea- 
sB\y done, and heaped them up in the middle of my 
priftofi. Ilie inher door was quite open, and with my . 
chains I so baxricadoed the upper half of the second, v 
as to prevent any one cUmbUig over it< When noon 
came, and the font of the doors was unlocked, all were 
lastdnished to fold the second open. There I stoo^, a 
desperate man, besmeared with blood, the picture of 
horror, with a brick in one hand, and in the other my 
br6ken knife, carying, as they approached, << Keep off, 
Mr. Majo^, keep off! Tell the governor I will live no 
longer in chains, and that here I stand, if so he pleases, 
%6 be shot; for so only will I be conquered. Here 
BO man shall enjer $ I will destroy all that approach. 
Here are my weapons; here wiH I die in despite of 
tyranny." The major was terrified, wantM reaolu* 
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tion, and made his report to the governor. I, mean* 
time, sat down on the bricks to wait what might hi^ 
pen : my secret intent, however, was not so desperate 
as it appeared. I sought only to obtain a favourable 
capitulation. 

The governor, General Borck, presently came, at- 
tended by the town-major and some officers, and en- 
tered the outward cell, but sprung back the moment 
he beheld a figure like me, standing with a brick and 
uplifted arm. I repeated what I had told the major, and 
he immediately ordered six grenadiers to force the 
door. The front isell was scarcely ax feet broad, so 
that no more than two at a time could attack my in* 
trenchment, and, when they saw my threatening bricks 
2 eady to descend, they leaped, terrified, back. A short 
pause ensued, and the old town-major, with the chap- 
lain, advanced towards the door to soothe me : the con- 
versation continued some time : whose reasons were 
most satisfactory, and whose cause was the most just, 
I leave to the reader. The governor grew angry, and 
ordered a firesh attack. Th^ first greaadier was knock- 
ed down, and the rest ran back to avoid my missiles. 

The town-major again beat a parley. — " For God*8 
sake, my dear Trendk," said he, " in what have I in- 
jured you, that you endeavour to effect my ruin.' I. 
must answer for your having, through my negligence,, 
concealed a knife. Be persuaded, I entreat you ; be 
appeased. You are not without hope, nor without 
friends."— My answer was — ^** But will you not load 
me with heavier irons than before .'" 

Ha went out, spoke with the governor, and gave me 
his word and honour, that the afiair should be no far- 
ther noticed, and that every thing should be exactly 
reinstated as formerly. 

Here ended the capitulation, and my wretched cita> 
del was taken. The condition I was in was viewed 
with pity ; my wounds were examined, a surgeon was 
sent to dress them, another shirt was given me\ and 
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t^e bricks, dotted with blood, removed. 1, meantime, 
lay half dead on my mattress. My thirst was ezceieiTe ; 
the surgeon ordered me some wine ; two sentinels were 
stationed in the front cell, and I was thus left four days 
in peace, unironed. . Broth, also, was given me daily ; 
and how delicious this was to taste, how much it re- 
vived and strengthened me, is wholly impossible to 
describe. Two days I lay in a slumbering kind of 
trance, forced, by unquenchable thir8t,'to drink when* 
ever I awoke. My feet and hands were swelled ; the 
pains in my back and tebs were excessive. 

On the fifth day, the doors were ready ; the inner 
was entirely pkited with iron, and I was fettered asr 
before : perhaps they found further cruelty unnecessa- 
ry. The principal chain, however, which fastened me 
to the wall, like that I had before broken, was thicker 
than the first. They deeply regretted tliat, without 
tlie king's express commands, they could not lighten 
my afflictions, wished me fortitude and patience, and 
barred up my doors. 

It b necessary I should describe my dress. My 
hands being fixed and kept asunder by an iron bar, 
and my feet chained to the wall, I could neither put 
on shirt or stockii^s in the usual mode; the shirt 
was, therefore, tied, and changed once a forUiight ; 
the coarse anmiunition stockings wer& buttoned on 
the sides y a blue garment, of soldier's cloth, was like- 
wise tied round me, and I had a pair of slippers for 
my feet. The shirt was of tjie.army linen, and, when 
I contemplated myself in this dress of a malefactor, 
chained thus to the wall, in such a dungeon, vainly 
imploring mercy or justice, my conscience void of re- 
proach, my heart of guilt; when I reflected on my 
former splendour in Berlin and Moscow^ and com- 
pared it with this sad, this dreadful reverse of destiny, 
I was sank in grief, or roused to indignation, that 
might have hurried tho greatest hero, or philosopher, 
to jnadness or despair. I felt what can only be im- 



fffl^fl^m^f^lg^g^miftmmif^^mmmmfi^mmm^'^f^fmmmm''fm^mm^iim 



13» UFE OF . 

•fin^d kj him who has sufifored like mA^ after having', 
like me, ficxoiBhed, if #ach eaii be found. 

Pride, the justnese of my cause, the unbounded coa> 
ildence I had m my own resolution, and the labours of 
an inventiTe head and iron body,— these etnly cmild 
have preserved my life. These bodily labours, these 
eontinaed inventions, and projected plans, to obtain 
my freedom, preserved my health. Who would sup- 
pose that a man, fettered cus I was, could find meaiia 
ofexerfHsing himself? By swinging my arms, acting 
with the upper part of my body, and leaping upward* 
I frequently put myself in a strong perspiration. A^r 
Icr thus wearying myself, I slept soundly. 

. The failure of my escape, and the recovery of Ufa 
from this state of despair, led me to moralize d€»ep» 
or than I had ever done before ; and, in this depth of 
thought, I found unexpected const^ation and fortitude, 
and a firm persuasion I should yet accomplish my de-^ 
liverance. 

Gefhardt, my honest grenadier, had infused fresh 
hope, and my mind now busily began to meditate new 
plans. A sentinel had been placed before my door^ 
that I might be more narrowly watched, and the mar- 
ried men of ihe Prussian states were appointed to ihta 
duty, w1m>, as I shall hereafter show, were more easy 
to persuade in aiding my flight, than foreign fugitives. 
The Pomeranian wUl listen, and is, by nature, kind ', 
therefore may easUy be moved, and induded to suc- 
cour distress. 

I began to be more accustomed to my irons, which 
I had before found so insuppOTtable : I could comb out 
my long hair, and could tie it at last with one hand. 
My lieard, wttich had so long remained unshaven, gave 
me a grim appearance, and I began to pluck it up by 
the roots. The pain, at first, was considerable, 'espe- 
cially round the lips; but this, also,. custom conquer- 
ed, and I performed this operation, in the fbHov^Dg 
years, once in bix weeks or two months : as theliair 
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fkuB i^ttckQd up r«qiiir«d thai length of tioM bafcre 
th» naik eoul<i again get hold. Vennm did not moliat: 
me ; the dampness of my den was inimical to tfaeai. 
My limbs never swelled^ because of the exerdse | 
^ve n^self} as aboye described. , The greatest pain- 
I ibnnd was in the oontinoed dimness in which I lived. 

I had read maeh ; had lived in, and* seen much of 
the world ; ve/snity of thought, therefore, I was little 
troubled with; the former transactions of my hfe, what 
had happened, and the remembrance of the persons I 
}iad known, I revolved so often in my mind, that tliey' 
became as iamiUar aad ceimected, as if Uie events had 
each been written in the order it occurred. Habit 
made this mental exercise so peirfe^ to me, that I 
could compose speeches, fables^ odes, satires, all which 
I repeated aloud ; and had so stored my memory with- 
them, that I was enabled, afler I had obtuned my free:* 
dom, to comimt to writing two volumes of these, my 
prison labours. Accustomed to this exercise, days,, 
that would otherwise have been days of misery, ap- 
peared but as a moment. 

About three weeks after my attempt to escape^ the 
good Gefhardt first came to stand sentinel over me ; 
and the sentinel they had so careftilly set was, indeed, 
the only hope I could have of escape: for help must 
be had from without, or this was impossible. 

The effort I had made had excited too much sur- 
prise and alarm for me to pass without strict exami- 
nation, since, on the ninth day after I was confined, I 
had, in eighteen hours, so far broken through a prison, 
built purposely for myself, by a combination of so 
masiy projectors, and with such extreme precaution, 
which prison had universally been declared impene- 
trable. 

Gefliardt scarcely had taken his poet, before we had 
free opportunity of converrang together ; for, when T 
stood with one foot on iny bedstead, I could reach tha 
aperture thrcfigh which light was admitted. 
12 
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0«fhudt described the situation of 'mj dungeoiiy 
•ad our first plan was to break through the founda- 
taoB, which he had seen laid, and which he affirmed to 
be only two feet deepw 

Honey was the first thing necessary. Gefhardt was 
relioTed during his guard, and returned, bringing with 
liim a sheet of paper, rolled on a wire, which he pass- 
ed through my grating *, after which a piece of small 
wax candle, some burning tinder, a match and a pen. 
I now had light, pricked my finger, and wrote with 
my blood to my faithful fiiend, Captain Ruckhardt, at 
Vienna,j^^scribed my situation in a few words, sent 
him an acquittance for three thousand, florins on my 
revenues, and reauested faewould dispose of a thou- 
sand florins to defray the expenses of his joiimey to 
Gummem, only two miles from Magdeburg. Here 
he was positively to be on the 15th of August. About 
noon, on this same day, he was to walk with a letter 
in his hand ; a man was there to meet him, smoking a 
roll of tobaeco, to whom he must remit the two thou- 
sand florins, and return to Vienna. 

I returned the written paper to QeChardt^by the 
same means it had been received ', gave him my in- 
atructions, and he sent his wife with it to Gummem, 
by whom it was safely put in the post. 

My hopes daily rose, and as often as Gefliardt 
mounted guard, so often did we continue our projects.^ 
The 15th of August came, but it was some days be- 
fore Grefhardt was again on guard ; and, oh ! how did 
my heart palpitate, when he came and exclauned, ** AU 
is right ! we havQ succeeded.*' He returned in 4he 
evening, and we began to consider by what means he 
should convey the money to me. I could not, with 
my hands chained to an iron bar, reach to the aper- 
ture of the window that admitted airV beside that, it 
was too smalL It was, therefore, agreed that Gef- " . 
hardt should, en the next guard, j^ertotm the oi&ce of i 
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ckanihg my dungeon, and tliat he then thonUI con- 
Toy the money to me in the water-jog. 

This luckily was done. ,How great was toy aston- 
ishmenty when^ instead of one, f found two thousand 
florins ! for I had permitted him to reserve half to 
himself, as a reward for his fidelity. 

He, however, had kept but five pistol6s, which ha 
insisted was enough, though I afterwards prevailed on 
him to accept the whole thousand. 

Having money to carry on my designs, I began to 
put my plan of burrowing under the foundation into 
execution. The first tldng necessary was to- free my- 
self of my fetters. To accomplish this, Gef hardt sup- 
plied me witli two smaU files ; and, ^f the aid of these, 
this labour, though great, was effected. 

The cap, or staple, of the foot>ring was made so wide, 
that I could draw it forward a quarter of an inch. I 
filed the iron, which passed through it, on the inside, 
and the more I filed this away, the further I could draw 
the cap down, till at la^ the whole inside iron, through 
which the chains passed, was quite out through ; by 
this means I coiild slip off the ring, while the cap, on 
the outside, continued whole ; and it was impossible 
to discover any cut, as only the outside could be ex- 
amined. My hands, by continued efforts, I bo com-, 
pressed', as to be able to draw them out of the hand- 
cufls. I then filed the hinge, and made a screw-driver 
of one of the foot-long flooring nails, by which I ceuld 
take out the screws at pleasure^ so that at the time of 
examination no proofs could, appear. The rim round 
my body was but% small impediment, except the chain 
which passed flrom hiy hand-bar, and this I removed, 
by filing an aperture in one of the links, which, at the 
necessary hour, I closed with bread, rubbed over with 
rusty iron, first drying it by the heat of my body; 
and would wager any sum, that, without striking the 
chain liidL by link with a hammer, no one, nht in the 
secret, would have discovered this fracture. 
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Thi wiadow wm never ■trictly examiiMd ; I thct^- 
fore drew the two sti^leB by which the ir<m bixa were 
6xed to the watt, and which I daily replaced, carefully 
plastering 'thetn over. I procured wire from Gefhardt, 
end tried how well I could imitate the inner grating : 
finding I succeeded tolerably, I cut the real grating 
totally away, and substituted an artificial one of my 
^wn fabricating, by which I obtained a free communi- 
cation with the outaide, additional fresh air, to|rether 
with all necessary implements, tinder and candles. 
That the light might not be seen, I hung the coverlet 
of ^ my bed before the window, so that I could work 
fearless and undetected. 

Every thing paipared, I went to work. The floor 
of my dungeon was net of stone, but 4>ak planks, three 
inches thick ; three beds of which were laid crosswise, 
■and were fastened to each other by nails half aik inch 
in diameter, and a foot long. Having worked round 
the head of a nail, I made -use of the hole at the end 
' -of the bar, which separated my hands, to draw it out, 
and this nail I sharpened upon my tombstone into an 
excellent chiseL ' 

I now cut through the board more than an inch in 
width, that I might work downward, and, having 
^drajim away a piece of board, which was inserted two 
inches under the wall, I out this so as exactly to fit : the 
smidl <frevice it occasioned I stopped up with bread, 
and streiwed over with dust, so as t<f prevent all sus- 
picious appearance. My labour, under this, was con- 
tinued with less precaution, and I had soon worked 
through my nine inch planks. Under them, I came 
4o a fine white sand, on which the Star Fort was built. 
My chips I careftd^ distributed beneath the boards. 
If I had not help from without, I could proceed no 
farther, fi>r to dig were useless, unless I coidd rid my- 
jMlf of my rubbish. Gefhardt supplied me with some 
^Tk of efoth, of which I made long narrow bags, stufiM 
ithem with earth, and passed them between the iron 
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b»r« to Gefliirdt, who, as oftei^ aa he was on guaril^ 
■cattered, or conveyed away their contenta. 

BHimiahed with room to secrete them onder the floor, 
I obtained more instruments, together with a pair of 
pistols, powder, bidl, and a bayonet. 

I now discovered that the foundation of my prison, 
instead of two, was sunk four feet deep. Time, hibour, 
and pjLtience, were all necessary to break out unheard 
and undiscovered; but few things are impossible, 
where resolufkm is not wanting. 
-^ The hole I made was obliged to be four feet deep, 
corresponding with the foundation, and wide enougli 
to kneel and stoop in : the lajong down on the floor to 
work, the continual stooping to throw out the earth, 
the narrow space in which all must be performed, these 
made the la!bour incredible ; and, after this daily labour, 
all things were to be replaced, and my chains again re- 
eumed, which alone required some hours to effect. My 
greatest aid was in the wax candles, and light I had 
procured ; but, as Gefhardt' stood sentinel only once a 
fortnight, my work was much delayed: the sentinels 
were forbidden to speak to me, under pain of death, 
and I was too fearftd of being betrayed to dare to seek 
new assistance. 

Being without a stove, I suffered much this winter 
from cold, yet my heart was cheerful, as I saw the 
probability of freedom ; and all were astonished to find 
me in such good spirits. , 

Gefhardt also brought me supplies of provisions^ 
chiefly consisting of sausages and salt meats,, ready. 
dressed, which increased my strength^; and, when I 
was not digging, I wrote satires and verses : thus time 
was employed, and I contented even in a prison. ' 

Lulled into security, an accident happened, that will 
appear almost incredible,«and by which every hope 
was nearly frustrated. * 

Gefhardt had been working with me, and was re- 
lieved in the momingv As I was replacing the win* , 
12* ' . ' 
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Hkfivr, vkieli I mm c^fiigvd to Mmotit on tiiOM oeea- 
.iiioiit, it M out of my hmdBy uid time glut pinM 
wofe bmkitt. Oofhtfrdt wai not to fotira tiS guard 
woi again rslioT^; I had, thorofere, no opportunity 
of ipeaking with hnn, oi^ ooneerting any modo of re- 
jiair. I remainid noarly an hfsuty conjoctaring and 
hetitaftingy for eertainfy, had tho brokea window been 
-seen, as it was imposaible I diotdd reach it when 
iMterod, I shonld immodiatoly have been moar^ rigidly 
examined, and the fabe grating mu0t have been dis- 
covered. 

I therefore came to a reaolntion, and upoke to the 
sentinal, who Vas amtunng himself with whistling : 
^^ My good feUow, have pity, not upon me, but upon 
your comrades, whp, shonld you relhse, will certainly 
be executed : I will throw you thifty pistoles through 
the wiqiow, if yon will do mo a small fihVour." He re- 
mained some mompnts siktit, and, at last, answered in 
a low voice, •* What ! have you money, then ?" I im- 
mediately Coonted thirty pistoles, and threw thom 
through the wiiidow. He ajiked to know what he was 
to do ; I toH my difficulty, and gave him the size t>f 
the panes in paperl The man, fortnnately, was bold 
and prudent. The door of the palisadoes, through the 
liegligenee c^ the officer, had not boen ahut that day. 
He prevailed on dne of his comrades to stand sentinel 
Sot hhn daring half an hotur, while he, meantime, ran 
into the town, and procured (he glads; on the receipt 
of w,hicb, I instantly threw him out ten more pistoles. 
Before the hour of noon and visitatiiin came, every 
thing was once more reinstated, my glatiery perform- 
ed to a miracle, and the life of my worthy Oefjiardt 
preserved ! 

6«fhaf4t*8 alarm may easily be imagined; he some 
dtys aft«r retnmed to his p«rt, and wastliie mor6 aatoti- 
ished, as he knew the sentinel who had done tttt this 
g^ot effilM^; that he had five childten, and was a man 
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kB«ift, to b« 'dapendftd on, hj hw officen, of any otte la 
th« wllole grttiadMr eompaay. 

I now eontinudd mj labooT) and fimnd It vary poi' 
flible to break oilt mdar tba feunlatioin > imt Gofhardt 
bad been ao terrifiad by the late aoeidant, that he 
started a thonuand diffieultiea in propot^n aa my end 
waa more nearly aeeompliahed; and, at the moment 
when I wished to concert with him the meana of flight, 
he pernated it waa neoeaaidry to find addiiiona) help, to 
escape in safety, and not brhig both him and myself to 
destruction. At. length w« caine to the following 
determination, which, however, after eight months' 
incessant labour past, rendered my whole project 
abortive. 

I wrote once more to Bnokhardt, at Vienna ; sent 
him a new assignment for money, and desired he would 
again repair to Ghunmem, where he should wait- mx 
several nights, with two spare horsps, on the glacis of 
Klosterbergen, at the time appointed, every thing be- 
ing prepared for flight. 

Withiii these six days Gefliardt would have found 
means either in rotati<te, or by exchanging the guard, 
to have been with me. Gefbardt seqt his wife to 
Oiimmem with the letter, and this silly woman to)d 
the postrmaater her husband had a law-suit at Vienna, 
that, therefinre, she begged he would take particular 
care of the letter, fisr which purpose she slipped ten 
fix floSars into his, hand. 

This Twexpecited liberality raised the suspicions of 
the Saxon post-master; who, therefore, opened the 
letter, read the contents, and, instead of sending it to 
Vienna, or, at least, to the general post^master at Dres- 
den, he preferred the traitorous act bf taking it himself 
to tiie gove^or of Magdeburg, Prince Ferdinand of 
Bnmswkk. 

Whaft were my terrors, what my despair, when I 
beheld the prince himself, about thsee o'clock in the 
afternoon, enter my prison, with his attendants^ present 
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UUm, tnd uk, in an «iithoritatiT« voiM, whs bd 
riad it to Omnonni. H; mnrsrwai, " I hn<n* 
I." Strict Muvh wu iminediatalj Btade by mutha, 
pentan, and mucnu, iutd,kAei half in hour's anun- 
tlMi, they diaeOTerad nsitber my hola, nor the man- 
in wliieh I diMDcnmbered myaelf of my cbajna : 
y only nw, tliat the middle stating in the apetture, 
era tlie light waa admitted, had been removed. Thie 
I boarded up the next day^ and only a imall air-bole 
, of abont ni iochea diameter. 
7be prine* began to threaten ; T penisted I liad 
'cr Men the aentinel who had rendered me this eer- 
«, nor aAed lua name. Seeing hia attempts all iti-- 
ictnal, the govemoi, in a milder tone, said, "You 
'e ever complained, Baron Trenck, of not havb); 
lorto been legally sentenced, or htard in your de- 
ce ; I gi»e yon my word of honour, thia you ehall 
and Qiao that jpn aliill be i«1eased &om yoor 'iel- 
i, if yon will only tell me who took your letter. To 
I I replied, with all the fortitode of innocence, 
iTfcry body knowa, my lord, I ha*e never deserved 
treatment 1 have met with in my country. My 
rt a ineproacliable. I seek to reoorer my' liberty 
erery means in my power ; bat were I capaUe of 
raying the man whose compassion bad induced him 
luccour my distoeaa ; were I the cOward that could 
chue ht/p^nem at his expense, 1 then dioold in- 
d deserve to wear these cbaina, with wtucb I am 
led. For myself, do with me what you please ; yEt 
■ember I am not wholly deititnte ; I am still a cap- 
i in the Imperial service, and a descendant of tLe 
ise of Trenck," 

'rbce Ferdinind stood for a moment nnable to aa- 
ir, then renewed hie threats' and left my dungerat. 
ive since been told, that, when ha was out of hear- 
, he said to those uound him, " I |nty his hud &te, 
. cannot but ndmire his Mrength of mind." 
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i jnHftt liire fMurk, that, whan we Femember Uw 
vMwl tircQtDtpMtioii of Uii* giMtt Bm% we vn obliged 
to wonder «t hi# imprudence, in holdiag a oonTermilioa 
•f mieh kind with me, whiob lasted a eensidarable ti^tie^ 
4n the presence of the goaxd. The soldiery of the 
whole garrison hyl afterwards the utmost eonfideaoe, 
as thejT were convinced I would not meanly derote 
others to deittroetiony.that I might benefit myself. This 
was the way t6 gain me esteem and intercourse among 
the men, especially as the duke had said he knew I 
must have mca»y concealedi for that I had distributed 
some to the sentinels. 

He had scarcely been gone an hour, before I heard 
a noise near my prison. I listened— What couldit be ? 
I heard talking, and learned a grenadier had hanged 
himself to the palisadoes of my prison 1 

The officer of the guard and the town-major again 
entered my dungeon, to fetch a lantern they had for- 
gotten, and the officer, at going out, tcdd me, in a 
whimper, " One of your associates has just banged hinh 
eelf!"^ 

It is impossible to impiurt my terror or seftsations : I 
believed it epuld be onlj;^my kind, my honest Qe^ 
haxdt. After maiqr gloomy thoughts, and lamenting 
the unhappy end of so worthy a fellow, I began to 
recollect what the prince had promised me, if I would 
discover my accomplice. I knocked at the door, de- 
auring to speak to the c^Bcer ;. he came to the window, 
snd asked what I wanted ? I requested he would in- 
form the governor, that, if he would send me light* 
pen, ink, and paper, I would discover my^ whole secret.' 

These wete accordingly sent; an hour's time was 
granted : the door waiT diut, and J left alone. I sat 
myself down, began to write on mj mght^table, and 
was about to in^rt the n^ae of Gefliatdt} but my 
bk>od thrilled, and fdurunk b£k to my heart. ^ 1 sbud> 
dered, rose, went to the aperture of the window., and 
ej|lled, '* Is there nq man, who, in oompassion, will leU 



t«B LIFE OF 

« 

■w the nune of him who hps huigwd Imaidlf, that f 
may deliTer rntny others iiom deitoietioit !" Tho win- 
dow WW not BBiled u^tUl the Aozt day ; I tiiefa£x# 
wrapped fi:7» piitoles in a p^ier, threw them out, eaU«> 
•d to the lentiiiel, and said, ** Friend, take theee, antf 
eave thy eomrades y or go, betray n^^ and bring dewn 
innoeent blood npon thy bead i" 

The paper was taken ap ; a pause of alienee ensued; 
I i^eard mghs, and, presently aft^, a low ▼oice said, 
" His name is Schutz ; he belonged to the company of 
Hipps." I had never heard the name before, or kn0wn 
the man ; but I, however, immediately wrote $chutz:, 
instead of Gefhardt. Having finished the letter, I 
callel the lieatenant, who took that and the ligizi 
away, and again barred up the door of my dungeon. 
The duke, however, eoi^ected theM must be some 
collusion, and every thmg remained in the same state ; 
I obtained neither hearing nor eottrt-martial. I leant- 
ed, inthe sequel, the following circumstances, winch 
will display tiie truth of this apparently incredible 
atory. 

While I was imprisoned in the citadel, a sentinel 
eame to ^e post under roy«Window, cursed and blas- 
phemed, exclaiming aloud, <' Damn the Prussian ser- 
vice fif Trenok only knew my mind, he would not 
long contmue in his in^nal hole.** ^ entered into die-- 
course with him, and he told me, if I could give hioa 
money to pundxase a boat, in which hf might cross the 
Elbe, he would soon make lay doors fly open, and set 
me free. 

Money at that time I had none, but I gave him a 
diamond diirt-bnckle, worth fivis hnndred florins, which 
I had concealed. I never heard more from this man; 
he spoke to me no more ; he often stood sentinel .ever 
me^ which I knew by his Westphalian dialect, and I 
often addresied myself to him, but inefl«ctually ; he 
would make no eiiswer. 
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Tfcis Schutz must have sold my bueklei and let hi» 
ridns be Men; for^ whea thadnke left omi the Ueo- 
tenant on guard said to him, " Tou must certainly be 
tha. taaeal who eanied Trenck'a letter ; you havet for 
scMne Ume past, apmt auoh money, and we bave aeen 
you with lonis-d'orS' How came yea by theia ?*' 
S«diiitz was terrified ^ hia conscience accused him ; ha 
imagined I should betray him, he having deceived me. 
He, therefore, in the first agonies of despair, came to 
the palisadoeft, and hanged himself before the door of 
my dnngeon. 

How wcmderfixl is the hand of Providence ! ■ The 
wicked man fell a sacrifiee to his crime, after having 
escaped a whole year ; and the fidthful, the benevo- 
lent-hearted dtefhardt was thereby saved. 

The sentinels were now doubled, that any inter- 
course with them might be rendered more difficult. 
Gefhardt again stood guard, but he had scarcely op- 
portunity, without danger, to speak ^ a fow words : he 
theuiked me for having jHreserved him, wished me bet- 
tor fortune, and told me the garrison, in a fow days, 
wouM take the field. 

This was dreadful news: my whole plan was de- 
stroyed at a breath. I, however, soon recovered freeh 
hbpes. The hole I had sunk was not discovered : I 
had five hunted fiorins, candles, and implements. 

The seven years* war broke out about a week after, 
and the regiment took the field. Major Weyner came, 
for the last time, and c<Hnmitted me to the care of the 
new major of militia, BmckHausen, who was one of 
the most surly and stupM of men. 

AU the majors and lieutenants of the guand, who 
had treated me with compassion and^Meem, now de- 
parted, and I became an old prisoner in a new world. . 

I acquired greater confidence, however, by remem- 
berlhg, that both officers and men in the militia were 
much easier to gain over than the regulars, n 
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Four tievUiiftiits were tLfpantad, with tkeir ineiQ 
t9 meqnt ipuard^ at the (Star Fort, in t«m, aad, Movs 
a year had passed, three of lhe« were tni my intererti 

The regiments had seareely taken the field, «m the 
new governor, General Bordc, eftteeed taj pnMa> like 
what he was, an imperiom, cr6el tyrant. The kinff, 
in giving him the command, had informed him he must 
answer for my person with his head : he, ther«fi)re, 
had fbll power to treat me with whateiKer eeverity^ he- 
pleased. 

Borck was a stupid man, of an onfeeliny heartj^ the 
slave of despotic orders, and, as often as he thought it 
possible I might rid myself of my fetters, and escape, 
his heart palpitated with fear. In edition to this, he 
considered me as the vilest of men and traitOTs, seemg 
his king had condemned me io imprisonment se cruel, 
and his barbarity towards me was thus the effect of 
character, and meannees of soul. He entere^my dim- 
geon, not as an officer, to visit a brother. ofBcer in 
misery, but as an executioner to a ftlon. Smiths then 
made their appearance, and a monstrous iron eollar, 
of a hand's breadth) was put round my ned^ and eon- 
nected with the chains of the feet' by additional heavy 
links. My window was walled upj except a small air- 
hole. He even, at length, took away my bed, gave me 
no straw, and quitted me with a ^ousand revilings 
bn^ the empress queen, her whole army, and myself 
In wordS) however, I was little in his de^t,end he was 
enraged, even to medness. 

What my situation was, under this additjoiukl load 
of tyranny, and the command of a man so void of hu- 
man pity, the reader must imagine. .My greatest good 
fortune consisted in the ability I ^iH had to disencum- 
ber myself of all the irons fhat were eoimected wiUi 
^e aiikle rims, and the provisi<m I had of Mghit, p^ier, 
and implements; and though it was apparent]^ im- 
possible I should break out undiscovered by both wo* 
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t&els^ jet had I the remaming hope of gaiiimg some 
c^ficer, bj money, who, as in Criatz, should assuH my 
escape. 

Had the co^mmands been literally. obeyed, ,e0ca^ 
woikd have been wholly impossible ; for, by tliis!, all ^ 
communication would have been cut totally off' #ifh 
the sentinels. To this efiect, the four keys of the four 
doors were each to be kept by difierent persons -, one 
with the firovemor, another with the town-maj6r, the 
third with the major of the day, and the fourth with 
the^lieutenant of the guards I never could have found 
opportunity to have spoken to any of them singly. 

These commands, at first, Were rigidly observed, 
with this exception, that the governor made his ap- 
pearance only every] week. Magdeburg hecame so full 
of prisoners, that the town-major was obliged to deliver 
up his key to the major of the day, and tne governor's 
visitation wholly subsided, being an English mile and a 
half dieftant from tlie Star Fort. 

General Walrabe, who had been a prisoner ever - 
ttinee the year 1746, was also at the Star Fort ; but he 
had apartments, and three thousaiid rix dollars a year. 
The major of the day and the officer^ of the guard 
<tihed with him, daily, and generally staid till evening. 
Either from compassion, or 9. oonoulYNi^e of fortu- 
nate circiimstances, these gentlemen intrusted the 
keys to the lieutenant on guard, by which meanis t 
could speak with each of them alone, when they made ^ 
their visit. 

Bprck had. selected three majors, and four lieuten- 
ants, only, for this service, as those he best could 
trust. My situation was truly deplorable. The enor- 
ihous iron round my neck pained me, and prevented 
motion, and I durst not attempt to disengage myself 
from the pendent chains, till. I had, for some months 
carefr^ly observed the mode of their examination, 
and which parts they supposed were perfectly^ secuire. 
The cruelty of* depriving raeof my bed wasiBtilTgreat- 
13 
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er \ I wu obliged to sit upooi the bore ground, and Ipait. 
with my head against the damp. wall. The chaiiw 
that descended fi^om the neck-collar were obliged to 
be avqpported .firit with one hand, and then with the 
other, fi>r, if thrown behind, they would have strangled 
me, and, if hanging forward, occasioned most exces- 
sive headaches. The bar between my hands held one 
down, while, leaning on my elbow, I supported with • 
the other my chains, and this so benumbed, the mus- 
cles, and prevented circulation, tliat I could perceive 
my arms sensibly waste aifiwy. The little sleep I coujld 
have, in such a situation, may easily be supposed ; and,. 
$i length, body and mind sunk under this accumula- 
tioa of miserable suffering, and I fell ill of a burning 
fi^ver* 

The tyrant Bortk was inexorable : he wished tq 
expedite my death, and. rid himself of his troubles and. 
terrors. Here did I experience what was the lament- 
able condition of a sick prisoned ', without bed, refresh- 
ment, or aid from human being. 

I continued ill about two months, and was so re- 
duced at last, that I had scarcely strength to lift the 
water-jug to my mouth. What must the sufferings of 
that man be, who sits two months on the bare ground, 
in a dungeon Mvdamji, so dark,so horrible, without bed 
or straw, his nmbs loaded as mine were, with no refresh- 
ment but dry ammunition bread, without so much is a 
•%]rop of broth, without physic, without ponsoling friends, 
and who, under all these afflictions, must trust for his 
recovery to the efforts of nature alone ! ' 

Sickness itself is sufficient to humble the mightiest 
mind ; what then is sickness, with such addition of 
torment f The burning fbver, the' violent headaches^ 
my neck swelled and inflamed with the irons, enraged 
me almost to madness. The fever and the fetters to- 
gether flayed my b^>dy so that it appeared like one con- 
tinued wound, flnough ! Enough ! The malefactor, 
extended, Unng, on the wheel, to whotn the cruel 
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executioner refuses the last stroke, the blow, of death, 
must jet in some sliort period expire ; he sufibrs noth- 
ing I did not then suffer, and these my exeru(iiating 
yangs continued two dreadful months — ^Tet, can it be . 
supposed ? there eame a day — a day of horror-^when 
these mortal pangs were beyond all imagination in" 
creased! I sat scorched with this intolerable fbver, 
in which nature and death were contending, and, wheo 
attempting to quench my burning entrails with cold 
water, the jug dropped from my feeble hands, and broke t 
I had four-and-twenty hours to remain without water. 
So intolerable, so devouring was my thirst, I could 
hare drank huinan blood ! ay, in my madness, had H 
been the blood of my father ! 
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Willingly would I have seized my pistols, but 
strength had forsjiken me ; I could not open the place 
I was obliged to render so secure. 

My visitors, next day, supposed me gone at last. 
I lay motionless, with my tongue out of my mouth. 
They poured water down my throat, and fbund life. 

Oh God ! oh God ! How pure, ho^ delicious, how 
exquisite was this water ! My insatiable thirst soon 
emptied the jug ; they filled |t anew, bade me farewell, 
hoped death would soon relieve my mortal sufferings, 
and departed. 

The lamentable state in which I lay at length be- 
came so much the "subject of generU conversation,, 
that all the ladies of the town united with the officers, 
and prevailed on the tyrant Borck to restore me my 
bed. 

One of the majors of the day intrusted his key to 
Lieutenant Sonntag, who came alone, spoke in confi- 
dence, and related his own situation, Aomplained of his 
debts, his poverty, his necessities ; and I made him a 
present of twenty-five louis-d'ors, for which he was so 
grateful that our friendship became unahakei^ 
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The three Ueutenants oU comnusera^d nie, an4 
^onld sit hours with me,- when a certain major had the 
inspection ; and he himself, after a time-j woold eveil 
pass half the day with me. He, too, was poor^ ana |. 
gave him a dis^ight for three thoussg^id florimr: henco 
new projects took birth. 

Money became necessary ; I had dispersed aU I had 
possessed, a hundred florins excepted, among the pe- 
ters. The eldest son of Captain K , who oJpqiated 

as major, had been cashiered ; his father com|>lained/ 
to me of his distress, and I sent him to my sifter, not 
^ from ^rlin, froifi whom he received a hundred 
ducats. He returned, and related her joy at* hearings 
from me. He foiind her Exceedingly ill, and she^ in- 
formed me, in a few lines, that my misfortunes, and' 
^e treachery of Weingarten, had entailed poverty 
upon her, and an illness which had endured more thai% 
two'years. She wished me a happy deliverance- from 
my chains, and, in the expectation of cleath, committecl 
her children to my protection. She, however, grew 
hotter, aild married a second time. Colonel Fape ; but 
died in, the year 1758. 

K— ^-n returned, happy,* with the money ; all things 
were concerted with the father. 1 wrote tq the Coun- 
t;ess Bestuchef, also to the gtand duke,- ai^er wards 
Peter III, recommended the young soldier, and entreat- 
ed every possible succour for myself 

'K— ^n departed through iJamburg for Petersburg, 
where, in consequence of my recommendation, he be- 
eaii^e a captain^ and, in a short time, major. ' He took 
his measures so well, that I, by the intervention of his 
father, and a Hamburg merchant, received two thou- 
sand rubles from the countess, while the service he 
rendered me made his own fprtune in Russia. 

To old K n, who was as poor as he was honest, 

I ga,ve three hundred ducats ; and he, till death, con- 
%mued my grateful friend. I distributed nearly as 
vmch, to the other omccrs ; and matters proceeded so 
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fkr that Lieutenant Glotin gkve back the keys .to the 
major, without leckin^ my prison, himself passing half 
the night with me. Moivey was given to the guard to 
drink, and thus every thing succeeded to my wish, and 
the tyrant Borck was deceived. I had a supply of 
light ; had books, newspapers, and my days passed 
swiftly away. I read, I wrote, I busied myself so 
thoroughly, that I almost forgot I was a prisoner. 
When, indeed, the surly, dull blockhead. Major Bruck- 
hausen, had the inspection, every thing must- be care- 
folly reinstated. ' Major Z , the second of the 

three, was wholly mine. He was particularly ettach- 
ed to me, for I had promised to maiVy his daughter ; 
and, should I die in prison, bequeath him a legacy of 
ten thousand florins. 

Lieutenant Sonntag got false' hand-cuffs made for 
mo, that were so wide I could easily draw my han<]^' 
out^ the lieutenants, only, examined my irons ; the 
new hand-cujflfs were made perfectly similar to the old. 
and Bruckhausen had too much Btupidity to remark 
any>difierence. 

The remainder of my chains I could disencumber my- 
self of at pleasure. When I exercised myself, I held them 
in my han4l, (h&t the sentinels might be deceived by 
their clanking. The neck-iron was the only one I 
durst not remove ; it was, likewis^^K) strongly rivet- 
ed. I ifil^d through the upper |^r of the pendent 
chain, however, by which meaft^^ could take it off; 
and this I concealed, with bread, in the manner befora 
mentioned. , 

So Qoold I disencumber myself of most of my fettei^f, 
and sleep at ease. I again obtained sausages and 
cold meat, and thus my situation, bed as it still was, 
became less miserable. Liberty still, however, was 
most desirable ; but, alas ! not one of the three lieuteii- 
snti had the courage of a Schell : Saxony, too, was, 
in the hands of the Prussians, and flight, therefore, 
more dangerous. Persuasion was in vain with man 
13*-" 
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contqm^ Qsy work, I 'was obliged to jpotik^ coom fi>r 
raywMt ^^ esnp^yuig the sand out of my hole, i^d tho 
i|($0(. of the priobo j and this itself was an en^itloyilient 
of fipme hours. "The sand was obliged to be thrown 
out bj the hand) ajad, alter it thus lay heapfed in my 
j^r^on, must be again returned into the h6l« ; and I 
haye c^loulated that, after I had proceeded twenty 
fbett; I was obliged to creep under ground, in my hole, 
from i^een hi^hdred to two thousand fathoius, within 
twenit;^^fouf hours, in the removal and replaciiCig of 
the sand. This labour ended, care was to be taken, 
that in none of the crevices of the floor there might 
be any appearance of this fine white sand. The floor- 
ing was next' to be exactly replaced, and my chains to 
be resumed. So severe was the fatigue of the day in 
this mode, that I was always obliged to rest the three 
iQllowin^. 

To r^uce my labour as much as possible, I was 
constrained to m,ake the passage so smajl, that my 
body only had spac^ to pass, and I had not room to 
draw my arm back to my'head. The work too must 
all be done naked, otherwise the dirtiness of my shirt 
must have been remarked : the sand was wet, water 
being fo^|^at the depth of four feet, where the stratum 
of gravenRgan. At length the expedient of sand bags 
occtirred tome, by which it migh^Jn| removed out, 
and more expeditiously. I oba|HR linen &om the 
offiicers, but not in sufiSLci^pff qHn^^^^ * suspicions 
would have been excited at obseMring so much linen 
brought into the prisl^h. At last I took my sheets, and 
the ticking that endlosed my straw, and cut them up for 
sand bags, taking care to lie down on my bed, as if ill, 
when Bruckhauaen paid his visits. 

The laboiir towards, the conclusion became so in- 
tolerahiid as'to excite despondency. I frequently sat 
contemplating the heaps of sand, during a momentary-! 
respite from work, and, thinking it impossible I could, 
have strength or time again to replace all things as they 
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wvre, resolred patiently to wait the consequence^ and 
leave every thing in its present disorder. I can assure 
the reader that, to effect concealment, I have scarcely 
had time in iwenty-fbur hours to sit down and eat » 
morsel of bread. « Recollecting howerer the prodigioua 
e£K>rt8y and all the progress I had made, hope would 
a^un revive/ and exhausted 'strength return; again 
WOUI4 1 begin my labours, that I might preserve my 
secret and m^ expectations ; yet has it frequently hap- 
pened that my visitors have entered a few minutes 
after I had reinstated every thing in Its place. 

When my work was within six or seven feet of 
being accomplished, a new misfortune happened, that 
at once ihistrated all further attempts. I worked, as 
T have said, under the foundation of the rampart, near 
where the sentinels stood. I could disencumber myself 
of my fetters, except my neck-coUar and its pendent 
chain. This, as I worked, though it had been fastened , 
got loose, a^d the clanking was heard by the sentinels 
about fifteen feet from my dungeon. The officer was 
called ; they laid their ears to the ground, and heard 
me as I went backward and forward to bring my earth 
bags. This was reported the next day,,and the major, 
who was my best friend^ with the town-n^|||', and a 
smith and mason, entered my prison. I waRerrified. 
Th^ lieutenant, nV a sign gave me to understand I 
was discovered. ^1^ 

An examination ^Mrbeglin, but the officers would 

'not see, and the smith and mason found every thing, 

as they thought, saiV. Had they examined my bed, 

they would have seen the ticking and sheets were gone. 

The town-major was a dull man, was persuaded the 
thing was impossible, and said to the sentinel, " Block- 
head! you have heard some mole «mder ground, 
and not Trenck. How indeed \sould it be, that he 
should work under ground at such a distance from hia 
dungeon ?" Here the scrutiny ended. 
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T^ierf) vf%» ^Q}ff m tiio^fajr delay. Had tiwy altend. 
ihev hoiLy: gf com^g^ .^197 miuist have fotuad me at 
wpijiL j )>iit thip, during teji years, never happened ; for 
the governor and town-major w.eris etapiid men, and 
the pth^rs, lytehing me all 9Ucceai, were wilfulfy blind. ^ 
In a few days I copld have broken out, bnt, when pre- 
pa^<3,d, washed to wait for the vibtajtion day of the man 
who had tr/eated n^e so tyr^uupaUy, Brnckhauaen, that 
his q^n n$gUg!0nee might be evident ; .|m^ this man, 
though he wanted understanding, di<i^ nq^ want good 
fortune. He was ill for some time; and his duty de- 
volved on I^ . 

lie recovered, and, the visitation being over, the 
doors were no sopner barred than I began my supposed 
last labour. I had 'only three feet further to proceed, 
and it was no longer necessary I should bring out 
ttie sand, I having room enough to throw it behind 
me. Wl^t vxy anxiety was, what my exertions were, 
may well be imagined. My evil genius, however, had 
decree^, 'that the same sentinel who had heard me 
before should be that day on guard. He was piqued 
by vanity to prove he was not the blockhead he had 
Veen caUed ; he therefore a^ain laid his ear to the 
groiind^ andl^ain heard me burrowing. He called 
his coii(iraalFfirst, next the- major; he' caine and' 
lieard nse likewise ; accordingly they • went without 
the palisadoes, and heard me working near the door, 
at which place I was to break into the gallery. This 
door they immediately opened, entered the gallery 
with lanterns, and waited to catoh the hunted fox 
wjien unearthed. ' ' 

Through the first smaH breach I made, I perceived 
a U^ht, and saw the heads of those who Were expecting 
ine. Ttds was indeed a tliunder-fstroke ! — ^I csqpt. 
back, made my way throngh the sand I had cast*' be- 
hind ine, aiid.awt^ted vxy fate with shuddering 1 1 had 
still the presence of inind to conceal my pistols, caR~ 
dies, paper, and some money' under the flooar, w}udi \ 
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could remove. 'She mofney was disposed of in Tuiouff 
holes, well concealed also betif eon the pannels of the 
floors ; and under different cracks in the floor I hid my 
small files and knives. 

Scarcelj were tb^se disposed of before the doors 
resounded ; the floor was covered with sand bags ; my 
hand-^ufls, however, and the separating bar, I had has- 
tily resumed, that they might suppose I had worked 
with them on; which they were sHly enough to credit, 
highly to my fuHire advantage. 

No man was more busy on this occasion ^lian the 
brutal and stupid Bruckhausen, who put many inter- 
rogatories, to which I made no reply, except assuring 
him that I should have conmleted my -work some days 
sooner, had it not been* his good fortune to fall sick, 
and that this only had been the cause of raylfailure. 

The man was absolutely tefrified with a|>prehension . 
he began to fear me, grew more p'olite, and even sup- 
posed nothing was impossible to me. 

It was too late to remove the sand ; therefore the 
lieutenant and guard continued with me, so that this 
night, at least, I did not want <iompany.. 

When the morning came, the hole was first filled 
and walled up, and the planking was rflgjfeved. *The 
tyrant Borck was ill, and could not coiiMf otherwise 
my treatment would have been more lamentable. The - ■■ 
smiths had ende4, before the evening, and the irons 
were heavier than ever. The foot chains, instead of 
being fastened as before, wece screweu and riveted ; 
all things else reia&ined as formerly. They were em- 
ployed in the flooring till the next day, so that I could 
not sleep, and at last I sunk, down with weariness. 

The greatest of my misfortunes was, they again 
deprived me of my bed, because I had cut it up for 
sand bags; Before the doors were barred, Bruckhau- 
sen, and another major, examined my body very nar- 
rowly. They often asked me where I had coneealed all 
fay implements. My answer was, <' Gentlemen, BeeU 
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xebub is my best and most intinmte friend ; he brings 
me every thing I want ; supplies aH' with light ; i^e 
play < whole nights at piquet ; antk guard me as you 
please, he will finally deliver me At of your power." 

Some were astonished, others laughed. At length, 
as they were barring the last doof , I called, ** Come 
back, gentlemen ! you have forgotten something of 
jrreat importance." In the interim I had taken up 
one of my hidden files. When thfty returned, *' Jjook 
ye, gentlemen," said I, '^ here is a proof of the friend- 
ship Beelzebub has for me ; he has brought me this 
in a twinkling." Again they examined, and again they 
shut the doors. While they were so doing, I took 
out a knife^and ten louis-d'ors, called, and they rejturn- 
edy grumbling cUrses : I th^ showed them the knife 
and the louis-d'ors. Their consternation was expes- 
tfiye ; and I diverted my misfortunes by jesting at such 
blundering, short-sighted keepers. 

It waa rumoured through Magdeburg, especially 
among the simple and the vulgar, that I was a magi- 
ciaji, to whom the devil brought all I asketk 

One Major Holtzkammer, a very selfish man, profit- 
ed by this report. A foolish citizen offered him fifly 
dollars, if he might only be permitted to see me through 
the doors, beiogf very desirous to have a peep at a 
wizard. HoltZKammer told me, and we jointly deter- 
mined ta sport with his cr0dulity. The major gave 
ine a mask with a monstrous nose, which I put on 
when the doors were op^ng, and threw myself into a 
heroic attitude. The affrighted burgher drew back, 
but Holtzkammer stopped him, and said, " Have pa- 
tience but for some quarter of an hour, and you^all see 
he will assume quite a different countenance.'' The 
burgher waited, my mask was thrown by, and my 
face appe/ired whitened with chalk, and made ghastly. 
The burgher again shrank back ; Holtzkammer kept 
bJm in conversation, and I assumed a third farcical 
fbrm. I ,tied my hair under my nose, and a pewter. 
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4Uih to my lirdast, and, when the door a third time 
opened) I thnnAfed, '^Begone, rascals, or I'll set 
yotir neck« iwry^ They both ran ;' and the silly 
burgher, eli^d of hn fifty dollars,. scainpered first. 

The major m vain laid his injunctions on the burgh- 
er nerer io reveal what he hdd beheld, it being a 
breach of duty in him to admit thy person whatever 
to a sight of me. In a few days the necromancer, 
Trenck, was the thenie of every ale-house in Magde- 
burg, and the person was namled who had seen mc 
chahge my form thrice in the space of one hour. Many 
false and ridiculous circumstances were added, and at 
last the story reached the governor's ears. The citi- 
■zen was cited, and offered to take his oath to the truth 
of What himseir and the ^jor had seen. Holtzkam- 
mer, accordingly, suffered a severe reprimand, and was 
for some days put under arrest. "\^e frequently laugh 
ed, however, at this adventure, which had rendered me 
60 much the subject of conversation. Miraculous re- 
ports were the more easily credited, because no one 
could comprehend how, in despite of the load of irons I 
carried, and all the vigilance of the guards, I should be 
continually able to make new attempts, while thuse 
appointed to examine m^ dungeon seemed, as it were, 
blinded and bewildered. A proof, this,4iow easy it is 
to deceive the credulous, and whence have originated 
witchcrafts, prophecies, and miracles ! , 

My last undertaking hjvd employed mc more than 
twelve months, and so weakened mij that I appeared 
littler better than a ri^leton. Notwithstanding* the 
grdatness of my spifit, I should have sunk into de- 
spondency at seeing aii end, like this, to all my labours, 
had I not still cherished a secret hope of escaping, 
founded on the friends I ha(f gained among the officers. 

I sooii felt die effects of the lo^s of my bod) and was 
a second time attacked by a violent iTcver, which 
Would this time certainly have ccnpumed liie, had not 
the odicers, unkno^vn,to the governor, treated me with 
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Ul poMibit.eopBptBsion. Bruckhauseni «loiie> eonti*' 
vtod itij «Biei]&jy and the dave oJMi ordors : on hi» day 
^•3^ahiiik||ifUi) rdles uid eom^^Eds in all their rigour 
were observed ; nor durst I fr^Pmydeif from my ironv, 
till I had fc^* some weeks remarked tbose parte on 
which b» invariably fixed his attention. I theb cut 
thrbugh the link, and closed up the vaoancy with 
bread. My hands I could always draw out, especially 
kflte illness had consumed the flesh off my bones, 
liaif a year had elapsed before I had recovered suffi- 
i^ient strength to undertake, anew, labours like the 
past. 

Necessity at last taught me the means of driving 
Bruckhausen from my dungeon, and of inducing hun 
to commit his office to ^^her. I learnt his olfactory 
oiervvs were somewhJHlelicate ; and, whenever I 
iieard the doors.unbar, I took care to make a stir in 
say night-table. This made him give back, and at 
Iviigth he would come no farther than the doer. 

" One day he came, bloated with pride, just after a 
courier had brought the news of victory, and spoke of 
the Austriaris; and the aughst person of the empress 
queen, ^eith so much vir]LiIenc6, thai, at last, enraged 
^most tojnadnesB, I snatched the sword of an officer 
&om its sheath, and should certainly have ended him, 
hftd he not made a hasty retreat. From that day for- 
vrard he durst no more come without guards to exam- 
ine the dungeon. Two men filwaye preceded him, 
with their bayonets fixed, and their pieces present- 

fd, behind whom he stciod at* the door. This was 
another fertuttnte incidelit, as*! dreaded only his ex- 
ajnination. 
The following anecdote will a£B>rd a specimen of 

thiSttiati'A understanding. While digging in the earth, 

I -f^und a icKftxion ball, and Isiid it in the middle of my 
pHbon. When he came to examine, "What, in the 
name of Q&Ay is thtftf " sidd he. " It is a part of the 
ammunition)" answered I, " Jhat roy familiar brings 
14 
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-me. The cannon will be here aaoni and yon w^I 
then see fine sport V\ He was aatomahed, told this to 
others, nor could co^yye such a bhU might by any 
natural means enter Jbp prison. 

I wrote a satire on him when the late iandgnre of 
Hesse-Cassel was governor of Magdeburg,, aiul I had 
permission to write. The landgrave gave it to him, 
to read himself; and so gross was his conception, that, 
though his own phraseology was introduced^ part of 
his history, and character painted, yet' did he not per- 
<^ive the jest, but laughed heartily with the hearers. 
The landgrave was highly diverted, and, after I obtaiii- 
ed my freedom, restored me the manuscript, written 
in my own blood. 

About the time that m^j^^t attempt at escaping 
failed. General Krusemarc^Hme to my prison, whom 
1 had formerly lived with in habits of intimacy, wheA 
comet of the body-guard. Without testifying friend- 
ship, esteem, or compassion, he asked, among other 
things, in an authoritative tone, how I could em{doy my 
time to prevent tediousness. I answered in as haugh- 
ty a mood as he interrogated 3 for never could misfor- 
tune hend my n^d. I told him, '^ I always could 
find sources of entertainment in my own thoi]^hts, and 
that, as for my dreams, I imagined they would at 
least be as peaceful and pleasant as those of my op- 
pressors." " Had you, in time," replied he, *^ curbed 
this fervour of yours, had you asked pardon of the king, 
perhaps you would have been in very dtfierqat circum- 
stances ; but he ;who has committed an ofi»nce ip 
whicV he obstinately persie^s, endeavouring only to 
obtain freedom by seducing men from their duty, de- 
serves no better fate." 

Justly was my anger roused: ".Sir," answered I,. 
*^ you are a general of the Prussian king ; I am an 
Austrian captain. My royal mistress will<fnfotect, per- 
haps deliver me, or at least revenge my death. I 
have a conscience void'of reproach. You yourself well 
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ICficrMr I liaTe not defserred these ^chains. I place n^ 
hope in time, and the justness 0^7 cause, Calumniated 
and condemned as I have b|enn(^thout legal sentence 
or hearing. In such a situation, the philosopher will 
ftlways be able to brave and despise the tyrant." 

He departed with threats, and his last words were, 
'< The bird shall soon be taught to sing another tune." 
The effects of this eourteous visit were soon felt. An 
order eame that I should be prevented sleeping, and 
that the sentinels should call and wake me every 
quarter of an hour, which dreadful order was immedi> 
ately executed. 

With whom these orders originated, unexampled in 
^e history qven of tyr^^L I shaJl not venture to say. 
The major, who was a^Kiend, advised me to persist 

not answering. I folnbred bis advice, and it pror 
dttced this'good effect,'thatv we mutually forced ea6h 
•Iher to a capitulation : they restored me my bed^ and 
I was obliged to reply.« '' > . 

Immediately after thisC^eguIatiop:, the sub-governor 
'Borck, my bitter enem^^liecame' insane, was dispos- 
jsessed of his post, and uutenant-Colonel Reichmann, 
^e henevolent ^iend of humanity, was' made sub-goV'^ 
•ternor. 

About the sam^.time the coufC fled from Berlin, and 
<the queen, the prince of Prussia, the princess Amelia, 
and the margrave Henry, chose Magdeburg for their 
residence. Bruckhai:^ill%awir mord polite, probably 
perceiving J witi^not |nio% deserted^ an4 that it was 
yet possible' I might cJ^M myilreedo^p The cruel 
are usually cowards, and ' i}^e(&* is reason to siippose 
Bruckhausen was a6tuat^d hf his- fears to treat me 
with respect. 

The worthy new governor had not indeed the pow- 
■er to ligUtenvmy chains, or alter the general regula* 
tioQs : what he coul^ he did. If he did not command, 
he connived at the doors being occasionally at first, 
and at lengH^ daily, ken^^en some hours to .adq^t 
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3]r-UchftfiJidix««)iair. After » tiin? th«y Wftvq 
B whols dny, and oi^ doyed by the oflloeKBi Vftimt 
jj^ey retained from thcK Tpt Xo. Welrabe. 

j^aring lights I begw to carve, with « nail, on th» 
pewter cup in which I drank, eatirieal Tereee, tmA 
various figures, and attained 90 much pArft«tion, that 
my«ups at last were considered as. maeter^ecesy. 
bolh of engraving and invention, and were aold 4f9Bt 
9M rare curiosities. My first attempts were rnde, «•■ 
may well be imagined. My cup waa carried to tovm^ 
and shown to visitors by the governor) who sent 019- 
another. I improved, and each of the inspecting offi- 
cers wished to possess one. I grew more expert, and 
spent a whole year in thi^kaployment, which thuv 
passed quickly away. ThefJKection I had &ow <fbQ* 
quired obtained me the permission of candle-light, 
this continued till I was Tostored to fi:eedom. 

The king g&ve orders that these cups should aU Ii§ 
inspected by government^because I wishedi by mj 
verses and devices, to infer A the world of n^ifiite. 
But this command was not4A>eyed : the officers ma4^ 
merchandise of their cups, and 9old them al last fiMT- 
twelve ducais &ch. Their ^ue increased so 9^el|■ 
when I was released from prison, that they are nqn^ t9 
he found in various mnseums throughout £arep». 
Twelve years ago the late 4andgrave of Hesse-Caseei 
presented one of them to ipy wife ; and another cani# 
in a very unaccountable sisVBer, from the queen dow- 
ager, to Paris. ' I have^givcifcpr^te of both these^ 
with the vcii|^8 theji)^ontsin(|^, in my works; whenca 
it may he seen how artiJ^cially they were cng£aved.K 
A third fell into the hands of prince Augustus Lob- 
kowitz, then a prisoner of war at Magdeburg, whO| on 
his retvxn to Vienna, presented it to the emperor, ^ho 
idaiced if ia his museum. Among other idtfioef jd9 
this cvpi WM a landscape representing a yineya^ 
fMd^husbaAdfliften, .and under it the foll9wing worda: 
B^imy WmkT viy vinfiyard^urUhedf and IKopti tQ 

9^ 



^m # 



J 



BARON F. TRENCK. 161 

hmve g4^ered the fruk; btUAhoA came. Ma»! /»r 
Maboth. 

. The ftllusion was so pointed, both 'to the wrongs done 
'me in Vienna^ and jay sufibrings in Prussia, that it 
raadfit a veiy strong impression on the empress-queen, 
who immediately commanded her minister to ttiake 
every possible exertion for my deHrerance. She would 
probably at, last have eyen restored me to my estates, 
had not the possessors of them been so powerful, or 
had she herself lived one year longer. To these my 
engraved cups was I indebted for being once more 
remembered at Vienna. On the same cup also ^vas 
aiiother engraving of a bird in a cage, held by a Turk, 
with the following inscripHon : The bird sings even in 
the storm : open his cagiy break his fetters , ye friends 
mf virtue^ and his songs shall be* the delight of your 
abodes I 

» Tlliere is another remarkable circumstance attend- 
ing these cups. All were forbidden under pain of 
death to hold conversation with me, or to supply me 
with pen ^nd ink j yet, by this open permission of 
writing what I pleased on pewter, wi^ I enabled to 
inform the world of all I wished, and to prove a nuMi 
of merit was oppressed. The difficulties o£ this en- 
graving will be* conceived, when it is remembered that 
I worked by candle-light on shining pewter, attained 
the art of giving light and shade, and by practice could 
divide a cup into two-and-thirty compartments, as reg- 
ularly with a stroke of the han&j as with a pair of com- 
passes. The writing was so minute that it could be 
only read with glasses. I could use but one hand, botiv 
being separated by the bar, and therefore held the cup 
between my knees. My sole instrument was a sharp- 
ened nailj yet did I write two lines on tlie rim only. 

My labour became so es^cessive, liiat I was in dan- 
ger of ^^dii|^i^|(|:i. or blindness. Every body wished 
for cups, and I wisned to oblige every body, so that I 
irorked etgitteen hours a day. The reflection of tho 
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Vght ftom the fwwter was i^jvuous to mye^m,iV»d 
the labour of invont^n, for apposite subjecta taoA 
verMB, wa&fnoBt ^tiguing. I had learnt only arohi* 
tectum! drawing. 

' Enough of these cups, which procured me so wmh 
hondbr, so many adrantages, and helped te ^Aerten bo 
many mournful hours. My greate^st encumbrance wW) 
the huge iron collar, with its enormous appendages, - 
which, when sufiered to pre^ the aitenes in tiie 
back of my neck, occasioned intolerable headaches^ 
I sttt too much, and a third time fell sick. A Bntns*. 
* wick sausage, secretly given me by a friend, occasioned 
an indigestion, which endangered my life ; a putrki: 
fever followed, and my body divas reduced to a riEcleton.. 
Medicines, ho^vever, were conveyed to me by the ofll-^ 
cers, and, now and then, warm food. * 

After my recovery I again thought it necessary ta 
endeavour to regain my liberty. I had but Ibrty louish. 
d'ors remaining, and these I could not get till 1 1^ fizet 
broken iup the Hoorihg. 

Lieutenant iSonntag was consumptive, and obtained 
his discharge, jitl supplied him with money to defray 
the expenses ofhis journey, and with an order-that four 
hundred florins should be annually paid him, fromm^ 
effects, till his death, or my release. I commissioned 
him to seek an audience from the empress, endeavour * 
to excite her compassion' in my behalf, and to remif 
mo four thousand florins^ for which I gave a proper 
acquittance, by the way of Hamburgh. X^e money* 
draught was addressed to my administrators) Counsel- 
lors Kempf and Huttner. 

But no one, alas ! in Vienna wished my return : they 
had already begun to share my property, of which 
they never, rendered me an account. Poor Sonntag* 
was arrested as a spy, imprisoned, ill treated for some 
we^s, and at last, when naked and|iflBtitutto, received 
a hundred florins, and was escorted beyond the Austrian 
_ confines. The worthy man feH a shameful'sacHfice to 
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hm bomptyif jovtM aeTior otyUin ab ji«dieim» of te 
jMnpnwOTy And retneaed poor and miserfkUe on fo^t to 
Aefilw^ where he waa .twelve moBjlth« 8ecjr«»t]y Jmia- 
iamed hy ids iuwthef , with whom he died, lie wrote 
dm mnloimt .of >all this <to the food Kooblsiicib, my 
Hambargh agent, and I from my smaU (tore. mm^Um 
a.himdied ducftte. 

A fiaeod, by the aid of mie.of the lieutenaatSt iecret" 
i(jr Tislled, and supplied me with ux hmidred ducata. 
tOiis fiaend, in the year 1763, paid four thousand flor- 
ins io. the Imperial envoy , Baron Riedt, at Berlin, £»r 
the ^furthering of my ^freedom. 

About Ihis time the French army advanced to with- 
in five miles of Magdeburg. This important fiirtxess 
"SEBs^at that time, the key of the whole Prussian power. 
It oequired a garri0<»i of sl'^deen thousand jnen, and 
^Bontained not more than fifteen hundred. The French 
rnaght have marched in unopposed, and at once have 
^attjan end to the war. - The officers brought me all 
the news, and my hopes rose, as they approadied. 
What was my astonishment when the major informed 
3ne,j^ee wagons had entered the town in the night, 
had been sent back loaded with money, wad Uiat :th0 
Frendh were retreating ! Not only were my hopes 
-this way frustrated, but in Russia, likewise, where the 
■Cqpmtess of Bestuchef and t^e chancellor were fallen 
into.disgraoe. «>*, 

I nonr imagined .another, and itidecd a fearful and 
dangerous project. The garrison of Magdeburg, at 
this moment, consisted but of nine hundred militia, 
who were discontented men. Two majors mid^two 
lietHlBants were in my interest. The guacd of the 
St|g: JE'ort amoimted to but a hundred and ^een men. 
^Ronting the gate of \his fort was the town-gate; 
gi^rdedi only' by twelve men and an inferior officer: 
beside Ifaeselay .^ caseisiates, in .whidi .wero saven 

thousand Croat prisoners. Baron K r "• captain, 

and a prisoner of wax; also, was in our intereit; and 
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would hM his comrades ready, at a ceitain place md 
time, to support my undertaking. Another friend was^ 
under some pretence, to hold his company ready, with 
their muskets loaded, and the pla«i was such, that f 
should have had four hundred men in arms, to carry i%- 
into execution. 

The officer was to have placed the two' men we 
most suspected, and feared, as sentinels over me ; he 
was to command them to take away my bed, and when 
encumbered I was to spring out, and shut them in ib» 
prison. Clothing and arms were to have been procur- 
ed, and brought me into my prison ; the town gate 
was to have been surprised, I was to have run to the 
casemate, and called to the Croats^ ^'Trenek! to 
arms !" My friends, at the same instant, were to break 
forth, and the plan was so' well concerted, that it could 
not have failed. Magdeburg, the magazine of the 
army, the royal treasury, arsenal, all would have been 
mine ; and sixteen thousand men, who were then pns>> 
oners of war, would have enabled me to keep pos^ 
session. 

The most essential secret, by which all this was to 
have been effected, I dare not reveal; suffice it to say, 
every thing was provided for, every thidg secure ; I shall 
only add, that the garrison, in the harvest months, Was 
exceedingly weakened, because the ftrmers pud the 
captains a florin per man each day, and the m^i for 
their labour likewise, to. obtain hands. The sub-gov- 
ernor connived at the practice. 

One Lieutenant 6^- — procured a furlough to visit 
his friends, but, supplied by me with money, he went 
*t#^enna. I furnished him with a letter addresied to 
Cou|isellors Kempf and Huttner, i^uding a draught 
for two thousand ducats ; wherein I said, that, by these 
means, I riiould not only soon be at liberty, but in pos- 
session of the fortress of Mli^deburg ; and the bearer 
was intrusted with the rest. ^ 
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Th^ 4ipiiteiMi^t came safe to VieuH^ nni^n^^nt » 
Uxoiuwad intarrogatoriM, and his nami) was rapa^tfdly ^' 

asked. This, fortunately, he conceaJed. They pdwvh 
«d Juijin iiot to be concemed in bq daBgeroim an uiifer' 
taking ; told him I had not so muoh monqj due \o me, 
and gave him, instead of two thousand duciit)|, 0119 . 
t^xou^nd iorisaa. With these he left Vienna, but ynifk 
very prudent su^icions, ^hich pievented him ffver 
more returning to Magdeburg. A month had scarcely 
passed, before the Ifito lan^rare of Hesse-Cassel, then 
<ihief governor, entered my prison, showed me my 
let^, and demanded to know who had qurried the "* 
letter, and who were to free me, and betray Mf^gde- 
burg. Whether th^ letter was sent immediately to the 
kiag, or the governor, I know not ; it is suffioient that 
X was once more betrayed at Vienna. The truth was, 
^he administrators of my effects had acted as if i 
were deceased, and (those not to refund two tho\^saa4 
di^cats. «They wished not I should <^tain my iieedom^ , 
in a_ maimer that would have obliged the goveznment 
Ip reward me, ^n^ Restore the effects they had embe2* 
b1^, and the estates they had seized. W^iit happened 
aft^rw^d ip Vienna will incontestjibly pf ore this sur* 
jfiiB^ tg bd W^U feunded.^ , 

Mj pom^er^ation, on the appesxance of the land-^ 
grwvej with my letter in his hand, mi^ well be sup- 
poped : I had the presence of mind, however, to deny __ 
rag hand-writing, and affect astomshment at so criiliy 
jjL trick. .The landgrave endeavouned to convict met, 
%xAi^ me wbat Lieutenant I^mnitz had rj^peated at Vi- 
eima, concerning my possessing myself of Msgd^prg, 
ai^ thereby shawed me hciv fully I had been betray- 
ed- BiU, .4^3 ^o such person existed as Xaeutena^ , 
ICen^^z, .and as my firiei^d had ^rtiQuitely conc^fied % 
}^ f^ame, the mystery remained impendtrahle, ef^^ 
J^My $Ji PP-.o^iB cQtuld conceive how a prisoner, in ^aay 
^tuMm, JKiuid #edtte?t, op mbdJi^e, tfee ^Mf g*ori«»- 
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*rhe worthy prince left my prison, apparently saHsfied 
with my defence : his heart felt not satisfaction in the 
misfortunes of others. 
"^ The nett day, a formal examination was taken, at 

which the sub-governor, Reichmann, presided. I was 
accused as a traitos to ipy country ; but I obstinately 
denied my hand-writing. .Proofs, or witnesses, there 
were none ; and, in answer to the principal charge, I 

# said, *' I was no criminal, but a man calumniated, ille- 

gally imprisoned, and loaded with irons ;' that the king, 
in the year 1746, had cashiered me, and confiscated . 
my paternal inheritance ; that, therefore, the laws of 
nature enforced me to seek honour and bread in a 
foreign service ; and l^at, finding these in Austria, I 
was become an officer, and a faithful subject of the 
empress-queen ;• that I had been, a second time, un- 
offendingly imprisoned ; that here I was treated as 
the worst of malefactors, and that my only resource 
was, to seek my liberty by such means tw I could ; 
. were I, therefore, in this attempt, to .destroy the vety 
town of Magdeburg, and occasion the loss of a thou- 
sand lives, I should still be guiltless. Had I been heard 
and legally sentenced, previous to my imprisonment 
at Glatz, I should have been, and continued, a crim- 
inal ; but, not having been guilty of any stni^U, much 
less of any great crime, equal to my punishment, if 
such crime could be, I was, therefore, not accounta- 
ble fbr consequences ; I owed neither fidelity nor 

^^ duty to the king of Prussia; for, by the word of his 

power, he had deprived me of bread, honour, country, 
and freedom. 

Here the examination ended, without further Ss" 
eoYQij 'f the officers, however, falling under suspicion, 
were all removed, and thus I lost my best firiends ; yet 
it was not long before I had gained two others, which 
was no difficult matter, as I knew the national eharac- 
iet, and that none but poor men were made iiiiliti& 
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officers. TiiU8 waa the ^vemor^g precaution Q;ui{kW| 
and every body secretly wished I might obttUn my 
fireedom. « 

I shall never forget the noble mapner in ivhich I 
was treated, on this occasion, by the landgrave. When 
I, not long afterward, fell ill, he sent me his own phy- 
sician, and meAt from his table ; nor would he suffer 
me, durmg two months, to be awakened by the senti- 
nels. He, likewise, removed the dreadful collar from 
my neck ; for which he waa severely reprimanded by 
the king, as he himself has since assured me. 

When I had once more gained the officers, I made 
a new attempt at mining my way out. Not wanting 
for implements, my chains and the flooring were soon 
cut through, and all was so carefully replaced, I was 
under no fear of examination. I here found my con- 
cealed money, pistols, and other necessaries, but, till I 
had rid myself of some hundred weight of sand, it was 
impossible to proceed. For this purpose, I made two 
different openings in the floor : put of the real hole J 
ihrew a great quantity of sand into my prison ; after 
which 1 closed it with all possible care. I then worked 
at the second, with so much noise, that I was certain 
they must hear me without. About midnight the 
doors began to thunder, and in they came, detecting 
me, as I intended they should. None of them could 
cqnceive why I should wish to break out under the 
door, where there was a triple guard to pass. The 
sentinels remained, and, in the morning, prisoners were 
sent to wheel away the sand. The hole was walled 
up and boarded, and my fdtters were renewed. They 
laughed at the ridiculousness of my undertaking, but 
ponished me, by depriving mc of my hght and bed, 
which, however, in a fisTtnight, were restored. Of 
the other hole, out of which most of the earth had 
been thrown, no one was aware. The major and 
Jieatenant were too much my firiends to remark, that 
ithey had removed thrice the quantity of sand the false 
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epitkaiig 6d«^d ^(uiUUii. They 8«ft>]^iied, tfais strtog^ 
Kiteiili»t i».Tibg fiiiled, it would be my last, aiid Btuek- 
hausen grew negligent^ 

l*he gbvemor and a^br-goveTnait both' visited mff, 
tifUr B01116' weektf, huU far froili the brutality df Borck, 
the lafidgrave spoke to m,e with great nuldneM, prbm- 
lied ftie hie interest to regain my freedom, when tii^ 
pettei ^KMild be concluded; told- me 1 had more 
fideifib than I might suppose, and asdured' me I had 
fi6t beeti ^uite forgotten by the eourt of Vienna. The 
manner in which I answered bun moved him to tlw 
tool : In vain he endeavoured to hide his tears, whUe 
1} in & moment of exqtusite sensibility, fell at his feet, 
arose, and pleaded like Cicero, happy to have met with 
a j^rincey who thought and felt like a man. 

He promised 'me every alleviation, and I gave him 
my wordT of honour I would never more attempt to 
Escape while he remained governor. The manner iit 
^nikich I c^ke enforced conviction, and it was then he 
oidered my neck-coHar to be taken off, my window to 
be unclosed, my doors every day to be two houirs ope&, 
a stove, which I might Ught myself, to be plit in my 
dmigeoii, finer linen for ^y shirts, and paper to amuse 
mysblf. The ^eets of paper were to be numbered 
whett given, and when returned, by the town-major, 
that I might not abuse this liberty. 

Ink was not allowed me ; I therefore pricked my ^- 
g^r, suffered the blood to trickle into a pot, and, v^hen 
coagulated, warmed it - agun in. my hand, throwing 
away the iibroui parts that would not liquefy ; by this 
raeahs I procured a succedaneura for ink, both to write 
and draw. 

I now bufli^ myself #it]|Heotgraving my cups, tmd 
versifying. I had free oppecjtunity to display soch 
abiliti^i tat 1 pbs^esifed, to exd^ esteem and awaken 
compassion. My emulation Wat increased by the 
knowledge that my productions wl^re seen and reftd at 
cOttrtS; and that the princess Amelia, $jid the queeft 
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sent me ; and the wretch whom the kiag aateii4e4 \Q 
inm^uf e Aftd Imxy a^¥e, whose name no msA wa9 to- 
me^ition; jBi;^yi^r lived to better pu^opey nor was me^ft 
Yimous, than while he ¥ented his groans in this d^- 
geon. My writings pri^uced their effect, and, in f9- 
ality, regained my ireedom. To my cnlJiiration of the 
8cience8, md preeenc. of mind in d«nger, m I Mebt- 
^ foiT all ; these could not all the power of Fredenok 
deprive me of; by these I ol^ained that whieh hoi 
in his wrath ^d the might of his despotism, had in- 
tend^ to take from me eternally I Tes ; this lil^rty 
I procured, thoogh he had continually answered to all 
petitions in my behalf, " He is a dangeroas man ; and, 
90 long as I have life, he shall never see light !" 

I return to my dungeon. Here, after my last con* 
ference with the landgrave, I ^waited my conung fiite, 
with q. mind more at ease than that of many a prin.ee 
in his palace. ~ My dawn of hope daily grew more 
bright. The newspapers they brou^t me foretold 
approaching peace, on which all my dependence was 
(^aced, and I passed eighteen months calmly and with- 
out further attempt. 

The fiither of the landgrave died ; he had, till then, 
been only hereditary prince ; and Magdeburg now lost 
its noble governor. The worthy Reiehmann, however, 
testified for me all compassion and esteem. I had 
books ', my time wae employed, and, therefore, s^ole uii' 
perceived away. - Impri^nment and chains to mo 
were become habitual, anqT freedoi^, in all her love)^ 
forms, sleeping and awake, in hope approached. 

About this time I wrote a gre^ variety of poems, 
the most and the best of whicji are ^ow lost to noe. 
W^en I Yfia^ set §t liberty, I h^ad none but such as I re- 
meinbered, and uese I committed to writing. On my 
first personal visit to the landgrave of Hesse Ci^I> I 

received a voljime of tj^§m wri^^ in my own l)lood -, 

is ........ 
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but there were certainly eiglit of these which I shall 
ficarc^ ever regrain. 

T^e death of Elizabeth, the deponng of Peter III., 
and the accession of Catharine II., produced peace. 
On the receipt of this intelligence, I endeavoured to 
provide for all possible contingencies. The worthy 
Captain K— had opened me a correspondence with 
Vienna : I was assured of support ; but was likewise 
assured the adnunistrators, and those who possessed my 
estates, would throw every possible impediment in the 
way of freedom. I endeavoured to persuade another 
officer to aid my escape, but in vain ; no second Schell 
was to be found. The will consented, but tibe heart 
recoiled. 

I therefore opened my old hole, and my friends as^ 
sisted me, all in their power, frurther to disencumber 
myself of sand. My i^oney melted away, but they 
provided me with tools, gun-powder, and a good sword. 
I had remained so long quiet, that my flooring was no 
more examined. 

My intent was to wait the peace, and, should I still 
continue in chains, then would I have my subterranean 
passage to the rampart ready for escape. For n^ fur- 
ther security, an old lieutenant had, with ray money » 
purchased a bouse in the suburbs, where I might He 
concealed. Gummern, in Saxony, is only two miles 
from Magdeburg ; here a friend, with two good horses, 
Was to wait a whole year ; to ride on the glacis of 
Klosterbergen, on the fir# and fifteenth of each 
niontb, and, at a given signal, to hasten to my assist- 
an06. 

My passage was to be ready in case of emergency ; 
I therefore removed the planking, broke up the two 
underbeds, cut the boards into chips, and burnt them in 
my stove. By this I obtdned so much additional room 
as to proceed half way with my mine. Linen again 
was brought me, sand bags made, and thus I success- 



BARON F. TRENCK. 171 

inHy prooeeded to all ^ tbe last opesation. Every 
thing was ailerwarda so well closed asid concealed, 
that I had nothmg to fear ifrom the narrowest ibspec* 
tion, sufficient of the under-flooring being left to sup- 
port the upper, and it appeared douhljr nailed, as before^ 
to aroid suspicion^ especially as the new-come garrison 
oould not know what was the original length of the 
planks. 

Tlus severe labour reduced me again to a very fee» 
ble state of body y and while mining under the founda- 
tion of the rampart, just as I was going to carry out 
the sand-bag, I struck my foot against a stone in- the 
wall above, which ftll down, and closed up the pas- 
sage. 

What was my horror to find myself thus buried 
alive! After a short time for reflection, I began to 
work the sand away ficom the side, that I might obtain 
room to turn round. By good fortune, there were 
tame feet of empty space, into which I threw the sand 
ai9 I worked it away; but the small quantity of air 
soon madb it so foul, that I, a ^ousand times, wished 
myself dead, and made several attempts to strangle 
myself. Further labour began to seem impossible. 
Thirst almost deprived me of my senses, but, as often 
as I put my mouth to the sand, I inhaled fresh air. 
My sufferings were incredible, and I imagined I passed 
fiill eight hours in this distraction of horror. Of all 
dreadful deaths, surely such a death as this is the most 
dreadful. My spirits fainted ; again I somewhat re<^ 
covered, again I began to labour, but the earth was as 
high as my chin, and I had no more space into which 
I might throw the sand, that I might turn round. I 
made a more dei^rate eflEbrt, threw my body into a 
ball, and turned around. I now faced the stone, which 
was as wide as the whole passage, but, there being an 
opening at top, I respired fresh air. My next^ labour 
was, to root away the sand under the stone, and let it 
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sniky io thi^t I might creep o^er, and, by tins meind, 
At length! once more happily arrived in my dungebki. 

The morning was advanced ; I sat inyself &wii so 
ezhaoBted, that I sapposed it was imposBible I had tim^ 
or strength to cover np and conceal my hole. After 
half an hom''s rest, however, my fortitude returned ; 
al^ain I went to work, and^ scarcely had I ended,1>eibre 
the resounding locks and bolts .told the approach of 
my visitors. 

They found me pale as death : I complained of the 
headache, and continued some days so much afiected, 
by the fatigue I had sustained, that I began to imlgaae 
my lungs were impaired. After a time, health and 
' strength returned ; but, perhaps, of all my nights of 
horror, tins' was the most horrible. I long repeatedly 
dreamed I was buried alive, in the centre of the earth; 
and now, though three-and-twenty years are elajised, 
my sleep is still haunted by this vision. 

AfVer this accident, whenever I worked in my cavi> 
ty, I hung a knife round my neck, that, m case I riiould 
be again so enclosed, I might shorten my nuseries. 
Over the stone that had fallen, were several others that 
hdaag tottering, under which I was several hundred 
times obliged to creep. 

When my paiisage niras ready, so that I could break 
b(A when I pleased, I wrote several letters to my friends 
s^ Vienna, and bIso an impassionate memorial ixi my 
tovereign. When the militia left Magdeburg, and the 
regiilars returned, I took an affectionate leave of nry 
friends, who had behaved to me with so much hnmani* 
ty, And so benevole^itly supplied my want^-^evenJ 
weeks elapeed before they departed, and I learned that 
. Cre^rd Reidt was appointed ambassador: from Viemui 
& Berlin. 

I knew this general was not averse to a bribe ; I 
WMite him a moving letter, conjuring him hot to ahaii- 
4bli mb, ami^ to act with perhaps more ardour in my 
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behalf than his instractions might imply ; I enclosed a 
draught for six thousand florins, on my effects at Vien» 
na, and he received four thousand more from one of 
my xelations. I have to thank these ten thousand 
flcnrins for my freedom, which I Obtained nine months 
after. 

I received intelligence, before th^ garrison departed^ 
that no stipulation had been made on my behalf at the 
treaty of Hubertsberg/ The Vienna plenipotentia- 
ries, after, and not before the articles were signed, 
mentioned my name to Hertzberg, but with little ear- 
nestness of solicitation. From Berlin indeed I received 
private assurances of every effort being made to movQ 
Frederick, a promise on whioh I could much better rehr 
than on my protectors at Vienna, who so maLoyjmfn 
had left me in misfortune. I therefore detemMll to 
wait three months longer, and, should I still find myself 
neglected, to .owe my escape to myself. 

On the change of the garrison, the officers, being all 
of the nobility , were much more difficult to gain than 
the former. . The majors literally obeyed their orders ; 
their help was unnecessary ; but still I sighed for my 
old friends. I had only ammunition bread again for 
food, as no one supplied me with the least oomfortable 
addition. 

My time hung very heavy ; every thing was care- 
fully examined on the change of the garrison. A still 
stricter scrutiny might occur, and all my projidcts be 
discovered. This had nearly been effected by^ acci- 
dent, as I shall here relate. I had, two y^ars before, 
so tamed a mouse, that it would play round me, and 
eat J&om my mouth : in this small animal, I discover- 
ed proofs of intelligence too great easily to gain 
belief. 



* The release «f Trenck waa lo ftebly mentioned by the Autrian 
plenspotentiargr, that flertxberg^he Pramian miniater, took not tha 
JeaitBotioeoftheaflhir. T. ' • 
* 15 "^ 
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iaUUigcvkt ihmuw bud neuHf heed mf ruiki. I 
hitf £V«rted Kfjrself witb it 4urB^ the niglil ; it had 
teon nilftUiii^ stmj^ door, and capering <m a trftaeher. 
Tte Miitiiiete, hftppiening to bear our amaseraeiit^cali- 
4Mi> tlld <JiBoeni ', they heard also, axd added, aU was 
' not right in xnj dungeon. At day-break my door* rd- . 
^Mihded ; the town^major, a smith, and maaon enters -, 
Iftrio^ seareh was- begun; flooring, waQs, chaina,- and 
niy' o#n person, were all scrutinised; but in Vain, 
'fhey asked what was the j xi i oa .^ they had heard, i 
iMHtioiied the moiise> whistled, amd it came, and jump- 
•^ upoii^my shoulder. Orders were given I should- be 
deprived of its jM>oiety ; I earnestly entreated thiay 

atild ^;»are its life. The officer on,gnard gave me 
trotd of hoiKHir he would present it tQ a lady, who 
wbilrij^eat it with the tttmost tehderness. 

lSe'tO(^-sl »way^ turned it loose in the guard^roiom) 
but it was tame to me alone, and sought a hiding-place. 
Il^hwl^fledto my prison door, and, at tlie hour of visi- 
IttticAU^ naiililie my dungeon, immediately testifying ite 
jdj^, by itir antic leaping between my legs. It is woe- 
thy of #em<rk, thatv it had been taken, away bUndfold, 
UNtt • h tO' akff wrapped in » handkerchieil The guard- 
Aielfei tree « hnndved paces' ftom my dnageon. £^ofiir 
then did it find its master ? Did it know, or did it wait 
ftv thtf h<<ut of visitation ? Had it remarked the doors 
^w^rffo' daily opeHed P 

^ wer» desirims of obtaining this mouse, but tiie. 
jMjfSr carried it off for his lady ; she put it into a< 
ei^, where it pilied, refused all sustenance, and in a 
im e^ wa» found dead. 

'Pin lesi^of this little companion*, made me, for sottiO' 
Hifii, Ifnite melanefaoly ; yet, on the last examination, 
J perceived it had so eaten away the bread, by whicfak 
I had concealed the crevices I had made in cutting, the 
flpor^that the examiners must be all but blind not to 
disoAvor them. I wa# convinced, my faith&l little 
friend had fallen a necessary victtnaT t9 his mastec'a 
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Mfirt^. Afy keo|»eT8 were penniaded I had neither the 
will) ^^ the power, to make ftirther attenipta at firee- 
dona. This aoeident,. however, determined me not to 
wait even the^ three montlis. 

I fauve already related, horses were to be kept ready 
on the firat and fifteenth, and I onlj^sufifered the fSralf 
of An^it to paM, because I would not injure the wor- 
thy Mn^or Bsuhl, who had treated me with more com- 
passion than his comrades, and whose day of visitatioii 
it was. On the 15th, I determined to fly. This reso- 
lutioii ibrmed) I waited in anxious expectation* of ther 
day, when a new and most remarkable succession of 
ae<$idents again happened. 

An idarm of fire had ohliged the major of the day 
repair, in haste, to the town ; he therefore commit 
the keys to the lieutenant. The latter, coraihg to 
me, with a look of compassion, a^ed, '< Dear Trenck, 
have you- never, during seven yeaiv t|iat you hav» 
been under the guard of the militia, found a man lik» 
Sehel] V <' Alas \ sir," answered I, '' such.Biends are) 
Indeed raff(Br: the will of many has been good: ^tifSti 
knew Ico<ttld make his fortune, but none had coutage^ 
enott^ to make so desperate an attempt ! Money 
I have distributed freely, but have received litt^ 
help." 

''Money! how do you obtain mon^y in-' this dun- 
geon V* " From a secret correspondent at Vienna, by 
whom' I am still supplied. If I can serve you^ com- 
mand me ; I will do it willingly, without aedung any 
return. So sapng, I immediately took fifty ducat»- 
from between the panels, and gave them to him. At 
first he'refbsed, but at length accepted them with fisar. 
He left me, promised to return^ pretended to shut the 
door, and kept his word. He now avowed, debt obliged 
him te deiwn,thattlus had long been his determination, 
and that) co^ld he assist me, at the eaaae time, he^w^Ul 
re»dy( and' willing. I had only to^ show bow tWsrtigIa 
be efiected. 
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We continued two hours in conference ; 4 plan wa« 
soon formed, Approved, and almost a certainty of suc- 
cess demonstrated ; especially when I told him I had. 
two horses in waiting. We vowed eternal friendship, 
I gave him fifty additional ducats, and he had never 
before been so rich i his whole debts, which would 
oblige him to desert, not amounting to more than twq 
hundred rix dollars, which, however, he never coulc^ 
have dtseharged out of his pay. 

He was to prepare four keys, that were to resemble 

those of my dungeon ; the latter were to be exchanged 

dn the day of flight, being kept in the guard-room, 

while the major was with General Walrabe. He was 

^^kto give the grenadiers on guard leave of absence for 

^^MM hours, or send them into the town on various pre- 

*^tBces. The sentinels at the gate he Was to call from 

their duty, and those placed over me were to be sent 

. into my dungeon, to take away my bed. While en- 

eumbered with this, I was to spring out, and lock 

them in, after which we were to mount our horses, 

kept ready, and ride full spe^d to Gummern. Every 

thing was to be prepared within a week, when he again 

was to mount guard. We had scarcely fully formed 

our project before the sentinels called, the major was 

coming ; he accordingly hastily^ barred up the doors, 

and the major passed to General Walrabe. 

No man now was happier than myself, though I was 
in a dungeon. My hopes of escape were triple ; the 
mediation at BerUn^ the mine I had made, .and my new 
friend, the lieutenant. 

Intoxicated with hope and joy, then, when most my 
mind ought to have been cool and clear, I seemed to 
have lost i&y understanding. I came to a resolution, 
winch will appear, to every reasonable man, extrava- 
gant, aBeuid, pitiable. I was vain enough, stupid 
enough, mad enough, to form the design of casting 
myself on the generosity and magnanimity of tho 
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Oreat Frederick! Should tMs fidl, I still thought linf 
lioutenant a certain saviotir. 

Harmg heated my imagination with this lamentaftle 
scheme, I expected the h6xir of visitation with anxieQr. 
The major entered ; I bespoke him thtie : 

'< r know, sir, the great Prince Ferdinand i's aga&l 
at Magdeburg." (My new friend had told me thl^.) 
" Be pleased to inform him that he may first exam- 
ine my prison, double the sentinels, and afterward give - 
me his commands, stating at what hour it will please 
him I should make ray appearance, in perfect freedom, 
on the glacis of Klosterbergen. If I prove myself ca- 
fNkble of this, I then hope for the protection of Prince 
Ferdinand, and that he' will relate my proceeding to 
the ki^, who may thereby be convinced of my mno* 
c6nce, and the perfect clearness of my conscience." 

The major was astonished ; supposed my brain turn- 
ed. The proposal he held to be ridiculous, and the 
{>ef&nnance ihipossible. I, However, persisted ; he 
r6de to town, and returned with the sub^govehior, 
Itei(3imann, the town-nlajor', 6!lding, and the niajor of 
inspection. The answer they delivered wiis, that thxi 
prince promised me his protection, the' king's favour, 
«nd a certain release from my chains, shotild I prove my 
assertion. I required they would appoint a lime : they 
ridiculed the thing as imp098ible, and at last said, that 
\t would be sufHcient, could I only prove the practicu- 
bllity of such a scheme ; but, should I refuse, they 
would immediately break up the whole flooring, and- 
place sentinels in my dungeon night and day ; adding, 
the governor would not admit of Uny actuiil breaking 

6nt. ^ 

After the most sole^nn pronuses of &ith, I immedi- 
ately disencumbered myself of my chains, raised up li^ 
flooring, gav.e them my arms and iinplements, and also 
two keys,- that my friend had procured me, to the doorar 
of the subterranean gallery.' This gallery I desifed 
ibem to enter, and sound with their sword hilts '4tt1l^ 
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pUce through which I was to break, which' might be 
done in a few minutes. I fiirther described the toad I 
was to take through the gallery, informed them, that 
two of the doors had not been shut for six months, and 
to the others they akeady had the keys; adding, I had 
horses waiting at the glacis, that w6uld be immediate- 
ly ready ; tbo stables for which were unknown td them. 

They went, examined, returned, put questions, which 
I answered with as much precision as the engineer 
who built the Star f'ort could have done. They kit 
me with seeming « friendship, continued away about an 
hour, came back, told me the prince was astonished 
at what he had heard, that he wished me aU happiness, 
and then took me unfettered to the guard house. Tho 
major came in the evening, treated us with a sumptu- 
ous supper, assuced me .every thing would happen to 
my wishes, and that Prince Ferdinand had iJr^ady 
written to Berlin. * 

The guard was reinforced next day : twogrenMBlers 
entered the officers' room as sentine^. The whole 
guard loaded with ball, before my eyes, the draw 
bridges were raised in open day, and precautions were 
taken as if it were supposed I intended to malse at- 
tempts as desperate as those I had made at Glatz. I 
now saw numerous workmen employed in my dungeon, 
and carts bringing quarry-stones. The officers on 
guard behaved with great kindness, kept a good table ^ 
at which I ate, but two sentipels, and an under officer 
never quitted the guard-room. Conversation was very 
cautious, and this continued five or six days : at length, 
it was my new friend, the lieutenant's, turn '^to mount 
guard ; he appeared to be as friendly as formerly, bul 
conference was difficult : he, however, found an oppor- 
tuiity to express his astonishment at my ill-timed dia- 
oovery, told me the prince knew nothing of the affiiir, 
and tiiat the report propagated through the garrison 
was, that I had been surprised in making a new 
attempt. 
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I uow «aw my error, bat, das ! too late } I awarei^ 
my friend this stop had been occasioned by my reliaaee 
on his promise. He lamented my mistalu, but affirm* 
ed himself still the same. My courage strengthened, 
and I Towed vengeance against the mean eonduct of 
the sub-governor. ^ 

My dnngeon was completed in about a week. The 
town-major and major of the day re-conducted me to 
it. My fi>ot only was chained to the wall, but -vHith 
links twice as strong as formerly ; the remainder of 
my irons were never after added. 

Instead of flooring, the dungeon was paved with 
huge flat stones. The prison was made impenetrable. 
That part of my money cmly was saved which i. had 
conceal^ in the panels of the door, and the chimney 
of the stove ; some thirty louis-d'ors hidden about my 
clothes were taken from me. 

While the smith was riveting my chains, I address- 
. ed myself to the sub-governor. " Is this the conse- 
quence of the pledged honour of the prince ? has the 
magnanimity of my conduct deserved such treatment ^ 
But think not you deceive me ; I am acquainted with 
the false reports that have been spread ; the truth will 
8oon come to light, and the imworthy be put to shame : • 
nay, I now foretell you, Trenck shall not much longer 
be in your power ; for, were you to build your dungeon 
of steel, it would still be insufficient to contain me.'' 

They smiled at my threats. Reichmann, however, 
desired me to take courage, and said I might probably 
soon obtain my fireedom, after a proper manner. Afy 
fhm reliance on my friend, the lieutenant, gave me, 
instead of appearing sunken and despondent, a degree 
of confidence that amazed them all. 

It is here necessary farther to explaiii this' a^r. 
When I had obtained my liberty, I visited Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunswick. He informed me the majors had 
not made a true report, being afraid of reprimand for 
their own carelessness. Their story was, they had 
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CMigkt JW ^t makf and, bad it n^t been for tiu^ c^-- 
tnma diligeiiQe, I should certaixdj hav^ miidp v^jf^ 
eacapQ. Pxince Ferdiiwod bofurd th^^.trul^ fome liiOj^ 
■^r, and iofoniied the king, Yiho, fi-pm tbat ^im», on^ 
1taitAd>a£raoiixiibl0 opportunitj to restore xae to l^ifjr. 
- Once more was I immured, cursing in my beart tj^- 
cmoltieji of JpngB and governors : this time, bp^Feyer, 
tb^y weue innocent, becaujse deceived. 

I waited in anxious hope for t^^ da^ when nij de- 
liverer .was to mount guard* What again w«« my 
despair, when, instead of hira, I saw another lieuten- 
W^tl I buoyed myself up with the expectation, that 
accident .was the occasioirof this, but I remained three 
ifeejisin the oi^une suspense, and saw him noxogre. 
Ask I durst not, but beard at length he had left tihe 
corps, of gren?bdiers, and therefore was no longer to 
mount guard- at the Star Fort. Whether he was 
alraid, repented his engagement, or that the hundred 
ducats bad procured him better prospects, I neither 
know, nor ever wish to know : but, be it as it may, bia 
absence eut off all hppe. 

I bitterly pow repented my folly and untimely vani- 
^: melancholy seized my mind ; I had brought mj 
nusfbrtunes on myself. When I had removed every 
i|npediment, the confidence I placed in the honour of ' 
man agfun plunged me near six months longer in 
auction, doubled mj despair. I had myself rendered 
my dungeon impenetrable. Death would have follow- 
ed, but for the dependence I placed in the court of Vi- 
enna. 

The officers soon remarked the loss of my accustom- 
ed fortitude, and gloomy thoughtfulness. I was less 
industrious on my cups; the verses I wrote were 
desponding, llie only comfort they could give, was, 
^ Patience, dear Trenck : your condition cannot be 
worse ; the king will not live for ever." Small con- 
solation this ! Were I sick, they told me I then might 
^oge my sufferings would- soon have an Qnd. If I 
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Te^oVerdd, they pitied me, and luueBted 
ance. Wfa&t man of my rank and^ expeetilt:kin» evfer 
endured what I have endujed, ever was tfectoih a» I 
faave heva treated ^ 

Feace bad been concluded niiie'nK»nth«v I wot Ibr* 
gotten. ' At last; however, when I suj^ioMd a& hop* 
lost, the ditii of December, and the day of fireedom, 
came ! At the hour of parade, Goiint Schli«ben> lieu- 
tenant of the gnavde, arrived, and brought orders fott 
my release ! 

The sub^govemor supposed me weaker m intellects 
than I really was, and would not too suddenly tell ma 
tfafiso hftppy tidings. He knew not the presence of 
mind, the fortitude, which the various dangers 1 had 
seen had made halntual. 

My doers for the LAST TIM£ resounded!--— 
Several people entered ; their countenances were more 
than usually cheerful, and the sub-governor, at their 
head, at length said, " This time, my dear Trenck, I 
am the joyful messenger of good new's. Prince Ferdi- 
nand has prevailed on the king te let your irons ba 
taken off. Accordingly, to work went the smitlir*- 
** You shall also," continued he, " have a better 'apart* 
ment." ^ I am free then," said I, " and you are afraid 
to tell me so too suddenly. Speak ! iear ^ot ! I can 
moderate my transports.*' 

»* Then you are ft^e," was the r^ly. 

The sub-governor first embraced me, and afterward 
his attendants. 

He asktfd me what clothes I would' wish*. I an- 
swered, the uniform of my regiment. ' The taUor at- 
tended, and^took measure . Reichmann told him it must 
be made by the morning. The man excused himielf, 
because it was Christmas eve. <^ So, then, thia geittla* 
man mu$t remain in his dimgeon because it is h<^day 
with y6u.** The tailor waa answered, and pi^oniisMi to 
be ready. 

The smith having «niied his work, I ^va» takM t« 
i6 
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fh* fuud^rooni: eoBgratolatiooB were uniTorMl, uu| 
(Si^town-niftjoradininiBtered the oaths cuBtomary to all 
state prifonert. 

First. That I should avenge myself oa no man. 

Secondly. That I should neither enter the Pruisiah 
nor Saxon states. 

Thirdly. That I should nerer relate, by speech or 
in writing, what had happened to me. 

Fourthly. That, so long as the kiiig lived, I should 
neither serve in a civil nor military capacity. 

Gount Schlieben delivered me a letter firom the Iin- 
perial ministei j General Reidt, in BerUn, to the follow- 
ing purport : that he was heartily rejoiced at having 
foundian opportunity of obtaining my liberty firom the 
king ; that I must cheerfully obey the requisitions of 
Cgpnt SchJieben, whose orders were to accompany me 
to Prague. 

''Tee, dear Trench," said Schlieben, '^ I am tacon^ 
duct you in a covered wagon through Dresden to 
Prague, with orders not to suJOfer you to speak to any., 
one on the road. I have received three hundred diU- 
cats from General Reidt to defray the expense of trav- 
elling. A wagon must be pjirchased ; but as all thinga 
cannot be prepared to day, the sub-governor has der 
termine'd we shall depart to-morrow night." 

Once more at liberty, I walked about the fortifica- 
tions, to accustom myself to light and air, and collect- 
ed the money I had concealed in my dungeon, which 
amounted to about seventy ducats. To every man on 
guard I gave a ducat, to the sentinels, th^ on duty 
over me, each three, and ten ducats to be divided 
among Uie relief-guard. I sent the officer on guard a 
present from Prague, and the remainder of my money 
I bestowed on the widow of the kind, the honestj the 
worthy Gef hardt. He, poor fellow, was no more, and 
she had intrusted the secret of the thousand florin* to 
a young soldier, wh|0, spending too freely, was suspect- 
ed, betrayed Her; and she passed two years in tho 
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■fiouM of tomction. Gefhardt- nmr receivad 'day 
puniihment ; he was killed in the field. Had he Mt 
■aaty ehildreii, I shpuldln duty have pTorided for them. 
To the widow of the man who hanged ^mself Beftre 
mj prison door, in the year 1766, 1 grave thirty dncale, 
l«nt me by Schlieben. 

The nig^ht wa» riotona, the ipiard made merry, and t 
p m ei o d the meet of it in their company. I waa Tiaited 
by aU the generals of the garrison on Chrisbnae morn- 
ing, for I was not allowed to >enter the town. Booti, 
aniform, all were made ready by noon. I waa dressed, 
viewed myself in the glass, and found pleasure ; bat 
the tumuHof my own passions, the congratulations { 
'received, and the vivacity of every thing round' nt, 
prevented. niy remembering incidents minutely, 
r Evening came, and with it Count Schlieben, a 'iMI- 
' gon and four post-horses. After a very aiFecting fare- 
well we departed. Who could have persuaded me I 
should haV6 shed tears at leaving Madgeburg ? Yet 
tears I actually did shed. It seems equally strange^ 
that I lived there ten years, yet never saw the town. 
The exact duration of my imprisonment at Madgf* 
Imrg wat nine years, five months, and some days ; add 
to these the seventeen months' imprisonment at Qlatz, 
and the amount is eleven years. • 

On the second of January I arrived with Count SchUe- 
ben safely at Prague, and the same day he delivered 
BUe to the then governor, the Duke of Deuzponts. ' He 
received me with kindness and distinction ; we dined 
with him two successive days, and all Prague'was an- 
ions to see a man, who had surmounted ten yeanr of 
suffering so unheard of as mine. Here I received three 
thousand florins^ and paid General Reidt his three 
htuidred ducats, which he had advanced Count Schlie- 
ben, for the expensesof my journey, the repayment 4>f 
which he demaiided in his letter, although he had at* 
ready received ten thousand florins. The expense of 
TUtormog I also paid to Schliebep, made him a preiSiBt, 
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i)MM1 Ridded mytoif wJikih flame necaSBariM. After f** 
■liijiliitig n .few day wt firagoey & coiuier;a»m«d-ftom 
ViflimaT t^ wbott it is most worthy of raiiiiik,i ^|pwi 
'4ttig0d to ppy Ibrty florina, with an order from ^Ver*- 
■iftQt lo hrtng me ander & strong gnard from pimgue 
to Vienna. My sword was demanded ; Captain Count 
"Vy.ti^ mud ikwo inferior officers entered the carriage, 
fwMcdi I was obHged to purchase, in oompany wifch-ai*, 
and hrtnglht me to Vienna. I took up fttfaousasid floripa 
jviore in Prague, to defray these expenses, and was 
,#bUfed in Vienna to pay the captaiB fifty ducats, ibr 
MveUing charges back. 

J entered Vienna like 41 crinsinai, vna sent as a ^Mris- 
.iilMr |p the barracks, thiare kept in the chamber of 
Lieutenant Blonket, with orderi^ that I should be «i]f« 
4W94 W write to no one^ speak to no one,- without a 
twket from Counsellors Kempf and Hnttner. 
" 80 1 3tenma$d tax weeka : at length, the cofon^ df 
tb« regivent of Poniatowaki, CottiA Altoit, spoke to 
jfifi* I related what I mippofled were the reasons of 
my hBiQg tl^u0 kept a prisoner in Vienna; 'and to thd 
Mwrtioiis of this worthy m^ am i indebted, that th^ 
- tfKiraind^e intaixtions of my Bnemies were frustrotad, 
wlttdi ntece to haxe me imprisoned during hfe, as in* 
■one, in. the fortress of Glatz. flad they once removed 
19^ .ftom Vienna, all had been lost, and I should have 
finftd AWay tha pom: remainder of my life in a mftd- 
Wuae, Tet, when at Kherty, could I never obtain jus- 
1190 lig«ins!t these men ! By their moans was the em- 
pr9f» p^Bfsuoded, (hat my br^ was affected, and that 
I^VAthmally uttered the most liolent threats against 
tkfi M^g of Prusaia. The election of a king of the Ilo- 
J99S0 W<u( then in agitation, and the court ^was appre- 
hisMi'lf^ .leet I, with a rash dosire of vengeance, should 
%iit iipmethili^ that might ofiend the Prussian envoy. 
OtHeitl Beidt had, moreover, been obliged to promise 
ly^difit^k, that I flbeold not be suf&red to appear in 
^^IMMil, and Khot th^ dioold hold a most iraxy ey% 
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over me. The empregs qneen felt compassion for my 
suppoeed dltease, and asked if no assistance could M 
aflbrded me ; to which they answered, I had several 
titoes been let* blood, but that I still remained a rery 
dangerous man. 

They added, that I squandered my money strangely, 
having taken up and dispersed four thousand florins in 
six days at Prague ; that it would, therefore, be proper 
to appoint' curators, or guardians, to impede such.ez<^ 
travagances. 

€k>unt j^toQ, however, spoke of me, and my hard 
destiny, to the Countess Paar, mistress of the ceremo- 
nies to the empress queen, a noble-minded lady. Tlia 
late emperor entered the chamber while I was thi 
subject of discourse, and asked whether I ever had 
afty lucid intervals. " May it please your tnajesty,** , 
answered Alton, *' he has now been seveii weeks in cus- 
tody at niy barracks, and I never in my life met a more 
reasonable, or more agreeable man. There must hm 
something mysterious in this affair, or he' could not br 
treated as a madman, or so represented at court. Thaf 
he is not so in any wiito I pledge my honour.'* 

The next day, the emperor sent Count Thuro, |futrd 
master of the archduke. Leopold, to speak to me, la 
him I found a worthy man, an enlightened phild^phety 
and a lover of his country. To him I related how I 
had been twice betrayed, twice sold at Vienna* durli^ 
my imprisonment ; demonstrated, that my adminit-* 
trators bad only acted in this vile manner, that I might 
be imprisoned for life, and they remain undisturbed' ill * 
pofsession of my efiects. ' We conversed together two 
hours: I gained his confidence and heart, and he eon-' 
tinued my friend till death. He left me, promised pro- 
jection, returned the following day, and procured me' 
an audience of the emperor. 

I epoke with freedom ; the audience' lasted mor* 
than ah hour. At length iihe emperor waUKSo moved, 
that he rose from his seat^ and retii'ed into the ndxt 
16 • 
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«|Mttsaeiit : I «aw the'toaiv drop from his eyes. Witfr 
ifftoftOheiic enthuuasnr, I &U at his &st, sad em- 
^le^ced his knees. Words I had wme, but my looks, 
Vjr teWi were indeed eloquent. The emjkecor tmre 
bimself from me, and I departed, with sensations siiefa 
af nn^ those.cm know, who, theoiiolves being mtta- 
^nsy hf^ nnfiirtiBiatelj met with vile and wiiiked mea. 

I retumed^to my barracks in all the n^tns^e <tC jo^r, 
t«d an order, tlw next day^ canpe for ooiy release. I 
went with Comit Alton to the Countess PasT) whfo 
fesiyed to see me, and, by her mediation, I obtained 
^pvlrate aiKKence of the empress. 

i cannot describe the kindness of the spvereiga ; 
|(0^ IDUch she pitied my sufferings, how much she 
§dQ|ized msy fortitude. I had not opportunity to> 
speak a W9rd|> her professions of' j^ preTontLng 
9fj Btatiiig the justness of my case. Shs toid me 
^ was Infermed of all the vile artijiicet^ practised- 
^0U|ist me in Vienna; required, however, I should 
i|if^i^ no pufft griav«W?9ffi should forgive ail my en- 
^pfqs, avoid all retrospect, and pass all the aceeunte of - 
my administrators. I would have vpokea. ^* Do not 
fiMjfiptffi^of any thiji^,'' said she, *f but aot as J deSire. 
I ^pow al^yott shajl be recompensed by me ; you de> 
sm^ tffw^ and re|>9se, and tbese you shaU enjoy." 
'W^|i|]|t opuld I do ? T must either sign whatever was 
giv]iB'ine to sigft) or be sent to amad-houi^. I reoeiT- 
ed erdWf to acsompasiy M. Pistrice to Counsellor Zei? 
g)pr : thilhar lY^gni, and ihe next day was obliged t» 
i|igB, ^ their pceaence, th^ f'>U<^wiag conditions : 

l-int. That I acknowledged the will of Trenck to 

Seeopdly. That I renoimced all claim to the 8ei|ayo^ 
^Un estates, relying alone on her majs^'s ftvoui. 

Thirdly. That I solemnly acquitted n^ aocojjcuitants. 
^nd curators : and, 

l4«itly. That I would 90t eontinuo in Vipnna. 

. iils^ (Ust^tisMy I- d^tenained to avoid AwAjoti^ 
eteraally. 
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Btilbse my tatoadod ^{uuture toM«]£ my fortiiat, I 
fM Uly tad ndotess almost broagtit m* to the gr^we. 
!3%i^ ipmpi«M» hiearinf . of my conditson, in Imt gveat 
filfimun^^ iMBt one of her ownr ffeynciaiisy and a char- 
)t9ble finor, to my amiatanoa ; both of whom I waa at [ 
l«rt obliged to ftay. Jkfy.own doetor would hava re- 
stored me much cheaper. 

At U^ time I receiTed, uneolicited, a maJQ£!a com- 
ii^4llH>% for wbieh I waa oUiged to {>ay the &es. Be- 
ii^ excluded tooa actual s^irice, the title to me waa 
of tttHe value 1 my rank in Hie aragr had been at leaat 
e<2Ul»l ten yeara before in other aendc6> The {Rowing 
"vrfindai mimrtdd in my oomnuasion, are not unworthy 
reniariL : '^ Her majetty, is consequence of my fidelity 
aii4 zeal f<ar her aervice, eo conspicuously, demonstrated 
49fij^g 9^ long imprisonment, my extraordinary endow- 
m^^f 999d «(empJary Tirtues, had been graciously 
plfM^d to grant me> ib the Imperial sefvice, the rank of 
n»$QQf/* The rank of major 1 From this preamble, who 
wi^uld fipt h»Te e^qpected either the rank of general, or 
t^ restoration of my gteat SclaTonian estates ? J had 
been fifties years a captain of cavalry, and now was I 
nio# gw^wtAj made an invalid major ^ I was made 
Bf^ ilKwlid mB^or thie0<«Ddrtwenty years ago, and an 
kf^n^d maJMT I etUl remain ! 

I QQUjght aa audieuee, but this was no more to be ob- 
taliied^ I attended the levee of Princft^ Kaunitz. Not 
pyjiinaiiHy Inpim to htm, he, ^ hia piun&ole of power, 
Tiewei^ in me a cra#liog insect among the awarm be- 
noath. I thought somewliat more proudly, ^tutted 
the apartment, and at the» door was. congratulated on 
my good fortune, of having obtained an audience I 

I applied to the 6eld^marahal,ft(mi whom I received 
this remarkable anawev >i^* If you cannot putdhase, 
mf dear Tf extok, it.wifl hp in^saibla toadmit you into 
aetttal sexviee^ beatdes, you are too old to leasa e^ 
very diffieslfc maamiurree." I wae then tlirty'se^Rea. 
liffMy fiQilied, ^ Yomr ezcelleney mistake* my ^lar- 
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ftctori I did not come to Viemia to ier?o u an uanrsHd 
major. 'I btve no money^ but, hid I millions, I woftilid 
nerer obUun nmk in the army hy that mod*.' ' I qoH- 
tod the room with a efaruif. Th# nezir day I addre— cd 
a memorial to the emprofs : hvt obtainednot eo ntmeh 
as ua answer to tiiis, and a faondred oth^r stmtlar pe- 
titions. 

I had bought a house in Vienna, in the year 1785. 
The priee was sixteen thousand florins. After belii|r 
relessed from my dungeojk at Magdeburg, I inqnirod 
conoeming myhoose, |nit no longer fennd it mine. 
My house was in other hands, and I was brought in 
debtor six thousand florins, for interest and costi of suit . 

It hss been asserted, the empress delivered me from 
imprisonment. But no, I positirely declare the con- 
trary. I remained nine months in my dungeon after 
the articles were signed, unthought of, and, when wmi- 
tioned bf the Austrians, the king had twice rejected 
the proposal of my being set free. The affior actually 
happened as fcdlows, acconSng to the account I receiv- 
ed from their royal highnesses, Prince Henry, Prince 
Ferdinand, and particularly from the minister. Count 
Herttberg. General Reidt had received my ten thou- 
sand florins ftdl six months, and seomed to remomb^ 
me and my imprisonment no more. . One gala day, 
however, on the i21st t^ December, the king happened 
to be in an exttfk>rdinary good humonr, and her mar 
jesty the queen, the Princess Amelia, and the i«esent 
monarch, said to the imperial minister, ** This is a fit 
opportunity for you tp spisak in bdialf of Tienck." Ho 
aeeoidtngly waited his time, did apeak, and ^e king 
replied, ''Tes." 

The joy of the whole conipany«appeared so great, 
that Frederick the Great was offimded ! 

Other drcumstanees which contributed to promote 
this aAir, the reader will easily collect ^6m my his- 
tory. That there were persons in Vienna who earnest- 
ly desired to detain me in prison is indisputable, ftuin' 
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Sqi wqv^ weeks ^ft«ir . I ^st qlHkMne^ war^ fiweA ami 1 
.lyi^ l^fl^nJIly aJ^seAt ia d»ii]4»'Aml deiop -in thought. 
Tiiis WM a haJfiM I floored in. pams^ «od thio objects . 
of eight a|»peared biit fie the rmoti$ of pleep. I often 
stopped in tjbye.4treete, fttairttd arMmdJUie, doubted my 
own exwtence, and hit my^fingw, i». order to oenvinoe 
myeelf I viras r.eal]y i|>wa]»9 ajpMi aHte. 

^WaUMng round th^ ramp^ts of Vjl^nM} having re- 
covered from mj sickness, the vivifying «prinj^, «ad 
th^ hroad expanse of heayen, iiMpired oo|isokm«|eBs- 
of jpre9^nt freedom^ mi ef pl«Bisiu(9 IndesefiUiable. I 
he«uNl tJb^^^aornis^ song of the lark* ltl|r ^heart pal* 
pivoted, my pulse qaiokened, the b^ood trifsUMi through 
xny v^ina with dehght, for I felt I was a wao, jMPtd recol- 
lected Z was fiot in chains. Jiappeiib said I« ,wit«i 
vqxLf^ I fear upt fu^rity, so ioqg its mj ihet, lujr will« 
ai)yd.iuy heajtiM^e free, «nd} Hk9 yonder l^rhi I ean 
ir^^Bi^iiFe irui9.toi tola^d. My nouji pouja^d ftrth ita 
thankfulness for this consciousnesa of -^ejiomy Md 
I dejterinined to % Vienna, ^uid seek 49ne «ftnier of 
tb« wocldi where v^^ue has nothjmg to fear. &om the 
toiig^uea of slsindeffeJEe, the comniaDds ^ oQurts, <»r the- 
arbitrary will a^moniu'Ghs. 

4ai Occident happeuM) whieh furthered my prcgect. 
M|u:shal Landohn w«0 going to Aiz-la^Ch^ieile, to 
take tjbe waters. I had always peraonaily honoured 
luid loved this general, when he was no vat^e than a ^ 

captain of Pandours, in my cousin's regiment. He 
went to take his le^^ve of the Countess Paiur. I was 
priOfmiU; the empress entered the eh|ui|bftr» and, the 
conversation turning <c^ Laudi^'i joumey, said U> 
mp,. '^ The baths, also, are necessary tn the re-estab- 
lii^hment of your he«ith, Trenok-" 1 was refMiy* uid 
followed him in two dfiya to Aix-lprjChapeUo, wiMre y9% 
rDpdftineil about threo months- 
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HeM we. t^tira itared at as stnuige animili. JkJl 
til* wortd withed to see faim, bvcanse of lua fkioe Xo 
¥rar, and ma, became of my sufferitijra. The aociftl^jr 
of ^^lie worthy general poured balm into my woimdctct 
aoiil. He waa as well acquainted with Vienna aa my- 
•elf: hia fortitude and ma|pBanimil)r had conquered Li^i 
•enemies. What hewas he had made himaetf. 

The mode of lift at Aiz-UpChapeUe and Spa pleased 
me, where men of all nations meet, and where pr^inceA 
•re obliged to mingle with people of all ranks, if they 
wiah to seek conrersation, and would not renounee: eo- 

I' scarcely had remained here a month, before mj 
efer good friend, the Countess Paar, wrote.to me, that 
the empress had provided for me, and would make my 
fortune, as soon as I should return to Vienna. I en- 
deaTOured to discoTer in what this good fortune con* 
•isied, b«t ine^ctnally. I hoped erery thing from 
thee^ptMi, who well knew my hard destiny. The 
death of the Emperor Francis, at Inspruck, occasioned 
the retum of General Laudoka, and I followed him on 
foot to Vienna. 

"vBy means of the Countess Paar, I obtained an audi- 
enee in a fow days. The empress received me gra- 
ciously, and said to me, " I will prove toyou, Trenck, 
that I keep my word. I have ensured your fortune : 
I win give you a rich and prudent wife." I replied, 
'* Moat gracious sovereign, I cannot determine to mar- 
ry ; and, if I could, my choice is already made at Aix- 
H-Chapejle." 

*' How \ are you married, then ?" '< Not yet, please 
your majesty.'* "Are you premised?" "Yes." "Well, 
well, no matter for that, I wiD take care of that aflair; 
I am determined dh marrying you to the rich widow of 
li ■ , and she ^»prove8 my choice. She is a very 
geod kkid of wmnan, and has fifty tliousand florins, a . 
year. Tou are in want of such a wife.'* 

I was thunder-struck. This lovely bride vras an old 
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canting' faypociite of nxtj-three, extreiiiielx poffttfliM«( 
and a tenoftganl. I answered, *^ I must fruiUgr. speck, 
truth toyonr majesty ; I cannot conseniti did she poe- « 
aesB the treasures of tiie whole earth. I seek happiness,. 
uui not misery. I have made my choicei and given my. 
-word of honouri wh^h, as an honest man^ I most not 
break/* The taigry empress regarded me with con-, 
tempt,. and sud, ^* Your unha^piness isyonr own work. 
Act as you think proper ; I have done." Here my au-. 
dieace ended, and, thus dismiss^, I hade an eternal 
adtdu to any hope of reward from empresses and kings. 

Had I heea inclined to make my fortune, hy marry- 
ing an old wcunan, I might long before, in 1750j have 
married one in Holland worth three millions. This 
proposal was to recompense me for the loss of my Bcla- 
vonian estates, and all my other imiumerable afflic^ 
tioim. Compliance was moreover impossible ; I was be*. 
loved in Aiz-la-Chapelle, where mutual, aSeetiony rea-. 
son, beauty, worth, and an exalted mind, all promised 
future happiness. 

1 was not actually affianced at this time to my 
present wife ; but love determined me to return, to, im- 
prove an intimacy so far advanced. . . 

Marshal Laadohn knew my mistress, and promoted, 
the match. He was acquainted with my heart, and 
the warmth of my passions, perceived I could not con- 
quer the secret desire of vengeance on men, by whom 
I had been so cruelly, so wickedly treated. He and 
my friend, Professor Gillert, whom I visited at Leip- 
sic, both advised me to take this mode of calming my 
pasoons, that often inspired projects too vast, and that, 
seeking tranquillity, I should fly the conuBQica of the 
great. 

This friendly counsel was seconded hy.mj own. 
wishes. I returned to Aix-la^Chapdlb in December^ . 
1765, and married the youngest daughter of thc^ form^. 
bargomaster E^e Broe. He was dead ; he had lived 09 
his own estate at Brussels, where my wife was borii 
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«ai:#4aMt»d^ ^ Be had hBtn eaUad to ttiu^ hoiifianiblv 
ofikMi lijfi the unmirimops Toioe of tke tiiiiaaa of Abc- 
li»Clhtp»lhf. He was the dMeeOfdant of an aaeMnft and 
iMrtda ftniiy, in the pronnce of Astoia ; and aofito of 
hia predgoeaapga, who possesaed eatatea niaar Aiz-]a- 
Cfaajiailo^ had, I know not for what raaaoB^aeoepted 
tha digaky of Jmif hta of the Roman empire. My 
wilb'a mothfv waa aiatex to the yice-chanceUw of Doa- 
aaldocf, Baron Roberto, Lord of lU^and. 

It ii Dot genaraUy known, at Vienna, that («q of 
the t^o bnrgomaatera of Aix-larChapelle must always 
be elected from, a noble family, and the other fisom 
theoitizena. My children, therefore, can prove their 
deacent to be nol^e, both by the male and female 
Uno. 

My: ifCfift haa been with me in moat parta of Enrope* 
where «he haa alwaya been eateemed aa she deaerres. 
She^tben waa yomig, handaome, worthy, and'yirtiiomt, 
haa borne me eleven obiklren, all of whom die haa 
Buraed heraelf : eight of them are still living, and have 
beeb properiy edac^ed. God grant I may be enalded 
ever to provide for her aa she deserves, and aa ia my 
duty. Two-and-twenty yeara has- she borne a |»airt in 
all my- aoffenaga, and well deservea reward. 

Duriag my late short abode at Vienna, I made one 

efibvt more; I sought an audience from the proaent 

< Emperor J^eeeph^ r^afted all that had happened to me, 

' and particularly remarked such de&cta as I had ob- 

altfveid in tho goremment and regulationJi of the 

J coontiyv . . 

' He gave me an: attentive hearing, proved hia deaixe 

to inoreaee theihappiiieaB of hia peoptle, and command* 
ad me to commit my thoughts to writing. This I 
AMOrdtiigly pearfbvmed, atating, with preciaion and 
uiiMiM»rv», tliB obaaqrvatiSne I had made on affiurs, civil, 

Myfl fe mo r ia l , th«mh graeiously receiv^> produced 
ttO^edTiety and I hastened back to Aix-la<Ch^>el]e. 
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- Fer 'AD»<je«A I Uyed here in peace; my hoiuie vm 

' Ahe rendbiveua of the first people) who ■ ce^ne to lake 

•the waters. I began to be mor^ known, and ev^ry 

where pTecare4' u^eelf- friends among the yery first 

and best of people. 

I also visitedf Professor Gillert, at Leipsic, showed 
him my manuscripts) and asked his advice concerning 
' ivhat branch of literature he thought I might best suc- 
ceed in. He most approved my lables and tales, but 
blamed the excessive freedom with which I spoke in 
my political writing. I neglected his advice, and many 
ensuing calamities were the ccmsequence. 

My wife brought me a eon in Deoember, 176G : and 
i took this opportocity of writing to the youthful mon- 
arch, at Vienna, as follows : 

'' Tour majesty is informed of my marriage. My 
wife has borne me a son whom I have christened Jo- 
seph. The Imperial chamberlain; Colonel and Baron 
Rippenda, stood sponsor, by proxy, for your majesty. 
This was done, without first obtaining your majesty*s 
consent. I flattered myself your majesty would gra- 
ciously be pleased thus far to honour me, knowing 
jxij loyalty and my misfortunes. It is, indeed, my 
liope, that my Conduct will procure firom your majesty 
« more h&ppy futurity. This son I shall educate in 
the same loyal principles, and> rather than depart 
- il'om them, he shall imbibe poison from liis mothcr^ti 
1 l>recbt. 

''Most gracious emperor, while I live he will /be 
provided for, but, at my death, then must he say to 
; liis sovereign, f I am the son, and right^ he^ of both 
V the Trencks', whose hnds and possessions have been 
4 . ^iaed by strangers and aliens.' I look upon you, gra- 
}i eioits. sovereign, as a protecting deity for my poor 
u ofaildren. May your majesty participate my joy ^ and 
fmciously wdcpme this new citizen oC the wqrld. 
yUy ii also please you to infiMrm me,..ivhfther ^ be 
17 
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your gracious pleasure I should further present my 
thoughts in writing for your high inspection. My 
enemies at Vienna daily increase in strength ; bat on 
your soTcreign protection I rely, and, whateyer may 
be my fate, shal} most faithfully and eternally remain 
the loyal servant of my emperor and my country. 

"TRENCK." 

I receiyed the following answer, written by the em- 
peror's own hand. 

<< Dear Mmjar Trenck, 
*\l am well pleased that you have christened your 
•Dn Joseph, and have chosen Colonel Rippenda as my 
proxy. As a proof of my good wishes towards you, 
I have, for manifest reasons, ordered that, henceforth, 
you shaH receiye your pay at Brussels, instead of Vi- 
enna. Continue to send me your writings ; I am pleas- 
ed to be informed of the truth ; but they will give me 
more satisfocticm, should you send them simple and 
unadorned, than in their former satirical dress. 

'* I am yours, 

" JOSEPH." 

i soon afler received orders to correspond with his 
majesty's' private secretary, Baron Rod^r : what thif i 
tsorrespondence was, must not here be told ; suffice i< ; 
to say, my attempts to serve my country were frus- • 
trated ; I sawtlefocts too clearly, spoke my thoueht > 
too frankly, and wanted sufficient humiUty, ever t f 
obtain fhvour. 

Id the year 1767 I wrote the Macedonian Her « 
which became as fiunous, throughout all Germany , |i 
EfiUtupisgel^The Malicious Wag.) The poem c |d 
me honour, but entailed new persecutions ; yet, havi if 
wrote it, I hever could repent : I have had the hon 
of presenting it to 'five reigning princes, by noni |4>f 
whoip it has been burned. The empress, alpne, jra» 
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highly enraged. I had spoken as Nathan did to Da- 
vid, and the Jesuits now openly became my enemies. 

The following yile trick was played me in the year 
1768. A friend in Brussels was commissioned to re- 
ceive my quarterly pay, jfirom whom I learned, an ia- 
terdict had been laid upon it by the court called Hof- 
kriegfrath^ at Vienna, in which I had been condemned 
to pay a note of seven hundred florins to one Bussy, 
with fourteen years' interest. 

Bussy was a known swindler. I was conscious no 
one on earth had any such cl^m ', I, therefore, jour- 
neyed post haste to Vienna^ No hearing, no sa^sfac- 
tory account, was to be obtained. The answer was, 
'* Sentence is passed, therefore all atten^pts are too 
late.1^ 

t applied to the emperor, Joseph, pledged my hon- 
our, and head, to prove the falsifications of this note, 
and intreated a revision of 4he cause. My request was 
granted, and my attorney, Weyhrauch, was an upright 
man. When be began to speak^ and requested a day 
of revision to be appointed, he was threatened to be 
committed by the referendary, Zetto, should he under- 
take to interfbre, and defend the affiiirs of Trenck. He 
answered firmly, ** His defence is my business in this 
place : I know my cause to be good.'' Silence waa 
unjposed, and nothing further done. 

f^our months did I continue in Vienna, before the 
(day was appointed to revise this cause. It now ap* 
Ipeared evidently, there were erasures and holes through 
the paper in three places ; all in courjt were conTinced: 
Ithe claim ought to be annulled, and Ihe claimant pun- 
ished. Zetto, notwithstanding, ordered the parties to 
withdraw, aiid then so managed, that the judges re^ 
solved the case must be again laid before the court, 
with formal written proofs. 

This gave time for new knavery. I was obliged 
to return to Aix-la-Chapelle, and four years ela^tsed, 
before this af&ir, clear as the meridian sun, was d^ 
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cided. Tfaie ^ridstis, in the interim^ who were iMieK'!aa 
fitther confbfMrs to convents usually are, took false 
oaths, that they had actually seen me receive the ikio- 
n»y. At len^h; however, I proved, that the note 
was dated a year dfter I had been imprisoned at Mag- 
deburg: ly consequently, could not give any- such in 
Vienna. Nay, farther, my attorney proved the very 
writs of the courts had, likewise, been falsified. Zetto, 
the referendary, and Bussy; were abeblutely the for- 
gers , but I happened to be too active, and my attorney 
too honest, to lose this cause. I was obliged to make 
three very expensive journeys from Aix-la^Chapelle to 
Vienna, lest judgment should go by default. Sentence 
was at last necessarily pronounced: I gained my 
cause, and the note was declared a forgery ; but 4he 
costs, amounting to three thousand five hundred florins, 
I was obliged to pay, for Bussy could not ; nor was he 
corporally punished, though, at last, driven from Vi- 
enna for his villanous acts. Zetto, howeV*er, still 
continued referendary, stiH contihued, for eighteen 
years, my barbarous persecutor ; till, hot long since, 
he was deprived of his office, and condem&cd to the 
house pf correction. 

My' knowledge of the world increased * at Alt: Ja- 
Chapelle, where men of all nations and characters mttr 
particularly English. In the morning, I might coVi- 
verse with a- lord in opposition, in the afternoon, witli 
an orator of the king's party, and, at night, with an 
honest man, of no party. .In conversation like this^ 
knowledge is acquired and imparted. I sent Hunga- 
rian wine into England, France, Holland, and the- 
Empire; this- occasioned me' to undf»rtake long jour- 
neys, and, as my increase of acquaintance gave me 
opportunities of receiving many foreigners with po- 
liteness in'my house^ I was, myself, also, well received 
Wherever I went. 

The income I should have had from Vienna was 
all ingulf^ by law»-suits, curatdrs, attorneys, and 
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the joiimeys I was obliged to undertake ; having been, 
thrice so cited to appear, in person, before the Hof-. 
kiiegfiratb. To me nothing remained. I was described 
as a dangerous malecontent, wh6 had deserted his na- 
tive land, by which insinuations my enemies took care 
to 'profit. I, nevertheless, remained, be the country 
in which I Hyed what it would, an honest man, who 
would provide for his own necessities, without mean- 
ness, or the &vour of courts ; one whose acquaintance 
was every where esteemed. In Vienna, alone, was I 
unsought, unemployed, and obscure. 

My love of the chase made me particularly accept- 
able to the English, who brought with them their own 
horses and dogs, to hunt the wolf and wild bear, s&i- 
laals not to be found in their own country. I^ in re- 
turn, passed whole summers ai their country seats, in 
£!iigland, Scotland, and Ireland, and thus obtained a 
thorough knowledge of the nation. 

The Elector Palatine had granted me a certain ex- 
tent of country, in the territory of Juliers, where I 
might hunt ; and the Count Palatine of the Rhine, 
gave me permission to hunt where I pleased. To de- 
fend this right of hunting was now my duty, and occa- 
sioned various disputes ; these, however, were not of- 
ten determined in courts of law, but, usually, every 
man asserted his claim with his sword. 

One day an accident happened on this occasion, 
l^ch made me, renowned over the country as a ma- 
gician, as one whom lead could not penetrate, ^nd 
who had power over the fogs and clouds. 

I had a quarrel with the Palatine president, Baron 
Blax^satt, concerning a hunting district. I, there- 
lore, wrote to him, that, on a certain day, he should 
Tepair to the spot in dispute, whither I would also 
come, at ten in the morning, with sword and pistc^i. 
hqpmg he would th#re give me satisfiiction for the 
affiront I had received. Hither I went, with two 
huntsmen, and two friends ; but, instead of the baron, 
17* 



198 LIFE OF 

f^ uJloiilihed to find two. haiidi«d &m^ peanuite 
aiMmbldd. 

Wli4t wai tot>e done ? I sent one of my htintemeA 
to ihSd army -of 'the enemy, informing them, that, did 
they not beat a retreat, I should fire. It was in the 
month of August, the day was clj^ar and fine, aad^ 
suddenly, a thick and impenetrable* fog arose. My 
huntsman returned, with intelligenoe, that, having 
delitered his message just as the fog came on, these 
vafiaat heroes had all run away in the greatest fii^bt. 

I advanced, found nobody, fired my piece, as did 
my friends and followers, and marched to the mansion 
of my adversary, Where my hunting horn was blognoi 
in triumph in his court-yard. The runaway peasants 
fired at a distance, but the fog prevented their taking^ 
any aim. 

Having taken this satisfaction, I returned home, 
where many fidse reports had preceded me. My wilb 
expected I should be brought home dead, and tkat 
many others would be maimed; however, not tlie 
least mischief had happened. 

It soon was propagated through the country, that 
I was a magician, h&d raised a fog to make myself in- 
vulnerable, and that the truth of this eould be justi- 
fied by two hundired eye-witnesses. All the moidw of 
AiZ'la-Chapelle, Juliers, and Cologne, publicly preach- 
ed eonceming me, reviled me, and warned the peo- 
ple to beware of the arch-magician, and Ltttfaeran^ 
Trenck. 

On a future occasion, this belief I tunied to matter 
of merriment. I went to hunt the wolf, in the exten- 
sive forests of the county of Montjoye, and invited 
the peasants and townsmen to the chase. The first 
day W6 had but little sport ; towards evening, I, and 
^sa&i fStty of my followers, retired to rest, In the 
ileighboiiring charcoal huts, well provi«fod w^ wine 
and brandy. ^'My lad8,"-fiaid I, << it is now necessary 
jrou shotdd aU discharge your pieces, and Itiad thMn 
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fy ikfX tiHBorrow no wolf may escape^ and tbftt 
no&e'of'you may excuse yourselyes Qnyoor pi«c««' 
iniainng &re." The gtma were accordingly reloaded, 
iOid placed in a separate chamber, after which they 
be^Dfan to eat, drink, aaotd dance. While they wero 
merry-making my huntsman privately went into this- 
ohambeit, drew tbe balls, and charged the pieces with 
]>owder, various of which be loaded with double 

^ charges. Some of t^etr notched bails I pAt into my 
pockety 

In the morning away went I, and my fefiows, to the 
ejiase. As we 'walked, their conversation turned on, 
my necromancy, and the miraculous manner in which 
I coidd envelope myself in a cloud, or make myself bul- 
letproof. ^* What is that you are talking aboi:^, my 
lads ?" said I. '' Some of thc^e unbelieving good foUui," 
answered my huntsman, " affirm your honour is una- 
lile to Ward off balls." << WeU, then," said I, laughing, 
to one of them, "fire away, my good fellow, and 
try." The man refused, and my huntsman took the 
piece out of his hand, and fired. I pretended to parry 
vrith my hand, and called, " Let any man, that is so 
inclinedj fire, but one at a time." Accor^ngly, they 
btogaii, and,pretencting-to turn and twist about, I nvS- 
fbred them aJl to discharge their pieces, it must here- , 
marked I was perfectly secure, as my people had ca|re- : 
fblly notieed that no man had re-loaded his gun. Some 
of them received such blows firom the guns that were 
doubly charged, that they fell down, terrified in amaxe- 
ment at the powers of magic. I advanced, holding 
in my haad some of the marked balls. '^ Let every 
onefihoose his own," called L All stood motionless, 
jttidmony of them alunk home, with their guna on their 
ehoalders ; some- few remained, and our sport wa8-»x^ 

^-^^efient. 
- Osk Sunday, the monks of Aix-la^Cbapella a^auf 
began to preaohi • My black art became the theme of 
IJie whofer eoantry, and, at Uiis day, many of th* 
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people present will make oath, that they fired upon 
me, and that, after catohmg them in my hand, I re- 
turned the ^mJIs. 

Thus easy is it to gull this wise world. My hi^rh 
and invulnerable quatities were published through Ju- 
Uers, Aiz-la-Chapelle, Maestricht, and Cologne ; and, 
perhaps, this belief has more than ten times saved my 
, life ; the priests having propagated it from their pul- 
pits, in a country which so swarms with high-way 
robbers, that one hundred and sixty men hatjg been 
broken alive on the wheel, quartered, and burned, 
within a year, and where, for a Angle ducat, any man 
may hire an assaseon. 

It is, indeed, no small matter of Surprise, that I 
should, for five years, have presented my life in a towft 
where there are twenty-thiee monasteries and churchr 
es, and where the monks are all adored as so many 
deities. The Catholic clergy had been sufficiently en- 
raged against me, by my poem of *^ The Macedonian 
Hero :'' and, in 1753, I published a newspaper at Mx* • 
la-Chapel}e, and another periodical work, entitled, 
*' The Friend of Men," in which I endeavoured to un-. 
mask hypo<sllisy. Indeed, ibr me, an apeetolic ma|or 
of ^ apostolic Maria Teresa, to write thus in a town 
swarming with friars, and in a tone so undaunted, wasi 
unexampled. 

Therefore did the arch-priest, and nine of his coad- 
jutors, declare every Sunday from the pulpit, publicly., 
naming me, I was a firee-tfainker, a wizard, one whom 
every man, wishing well to God and the church, ought 
to assassinate. The Jesuit, fether |?under, declared I 
was invulnerable, and a day wsir^pointed on which 
my writings were to be burned before my house, the 
house itself razed, and its inhahitants massacred. My . 
wife received letters, warning her to fly with her chil- 
dren for safety, which warning, she, in terror, obeyed. 
I and two of my huntsmen remained, provided with 
eighty-four loaded muskets. These I displayed in the 
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galleigr before the window, thfi4 all might beeonviiiced 
I ^i^ld make a desperate defence. I lived op)^te 
tbe court-house. The apppinted day came, and fiither- 
Zmider, with my writings in his hand, attended by all 
the«tadentB in-^the town, appeared ready for the at* 
taek; the other >monks had incited the towns-people- 
to & ge^ral storm ; no man) howeyer, had the heart 
to appear in the market place, wlnle I stood in a gaUt^ 
ry so well stored with 6re arms. Thus passed the day 
and' night in suspense. 

In the morning a fire broke out in the town. I has- 
tened, fearless, with my two huntsmen, secretly well- 
armed, to give assistance : we dashed the water from 
our buckets, and all obeyed my directions. Father 
^^under and his students were there likewise ; I ap- 
igroaohed him by degrees, and struck his anointed 
eai with my leathern bucket, as if by accident, which 
II.O Hktn thought . proper to notice. I passed undaunted 
through the crowd ; the people all smiled, pulled oif 
. their hats to me, and wished me a good morimig. Such 
are the populace, when they perceiye they are not 
feared. The people of Aiz-la-Chapelle were stupid 
bigottf, but too cowardly to murder a man^ho was 
prepared for his own defence. 

As ' I ^ was - riding to Maestricfat, through a hollow 
way, a ball whistled by my ears, which no dovht was a 
messengersent after me by these persecuting priests. 
. When hunting near the conyent of Sehwartzen- 
bmdL, thtee 'Dominican^ lay in ambush for me behind 
a hedge. One of their colleagues, who often hunted 
witii me, pointed out the place. I was on my guard, 
with my double-barrelled gun, drew near, but called 
with- a yoico of terror—" Shoot, scoundrels ! but do 
not kill me, f<^ the devil stands ready for you at yoor 
elbow ! One fired, and they all ran. The ball hit my 
hat. I fired likewise, and wounded one desperately^ 
whnm the other two carried off: he: lecoyet6d> how<^ 
eyer, and afterward eloped with a cow-girl. 
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Their attempts at poisoning me were all uiiBae* 
oessfol, for I always ate at home. In the year 1774, 
journeying from Spa to Limboorg, I was attacked by 
eight banditti. The weather was rainy, and my mar- 
ket was in its case; my sabre was entangled in the 
belt, so that, unable to draw it, I was obliged to defend 
myself as with a club. I sprang from the carriage, 
and, with every effort of nature fought in defence of 
my life, striking down all before me, while my faitfaAil 
huntsman protected me behind. I dispersed my assail* 
ants, hastened to my carriage, and drove away. One 
of these fellows was soon after hanged, and owned, be- 
fore execution, that the confessor of these banditti had 
promised perpetual absolution, could they but despatch 
me, but that no man could shoot me, because that Lu- 
cifer had rendered me invulnerable. Persuaded of the 
truth of this, fortunately for me, they had only assault- 
ed me with clubs. My strength ai^d agility, fighting too 
for life, was superior to theirs, and they buried two 
of their gang, whom, with ^y heavy sabre, I had kill- 
ed. I escaped with a bruised arm and shoulder ; my 
huntsman received a violent blow with a stone. 

From my empress I had nothing further to l^ope. 
ber confessor had painted me^ with all the crait of a 
priest, as an arch heretic, and persecutor of the holy 
and blessed mother church. Nor was this all : opin* 
ions were artftilly propagated through Vienna, that 
I was a restless man, dangerous to the community. 
Sudi indeed is the universal supposition of all who 
have neither personally known me, nor read my writ- 
ings. 

Hence too was I always wronged in courts of judioa-, 
ture, where there are found wicke^. or bigoted men. 
The latter thought they were serving, the cause o£ 
God by injaring me ; and the former are ever the en- 
emies of pure and simple truth, undauntedly displayed, 
St being their interest that virtue and patriotism should 



J 



BARON F. TRENCK. 203 

ftU the victim? of fiJsehood. Tet were thej unable 
to prevent my writings producing me much. money, 
or being circulated through all Germany; The Aiz- 
la-Chapelle Journal or Gazette beclune so famous in 
the first year, that, in the second, I had four thousand 
subscribers, by e^h of whom I gained a ducat. 

The post-masters, who gain considerable by circulat- 
ing newspapers, were envious, because the Aix-la- 
Chapelle Gazette deptroyed several of the others, and 
therefore formed a combination. 

I will briefly notice what so much contributed to the 
sale of my newspaper. I was acquainted with most 
countries and courts, in which I had the best of corre- 
spondents : wherefore, instead of merely relating pa&t 
events, I could foretell future^ I was sometimes oblig- 
ed to be ambiguous, yet my meaning was very capa- 
ble of being understood. 

Prince Charles of Sweden, eldest brother of the 
present king, placed the greatest confidence in me, 
during his residence at Aiz-la-Chapelle and Spa, and I 
4M:companied him into Holland. When I took my 
leave of him, at Maestricht, while we were in the sub- 
terranean gallery of the fortifications, he said to me, 
'' When my father dies, either my brother shall be 
king, or we will lose our heads.*" The king died, 
«nd Prince Oharles soon after said, in a postscript of 
one of his letters, '^ What we spoke of at Maestricht 
will soon be fully accomplished, and you may then come 
to Stockhobn." 

On this I inserted an article in my gazette, declar- 
ing a revolution had taken place in Sweden, and that 
the king had made himself absolute. The other pa- 
pers thought proper to express their doubts, and I im- 

* The prince meant to say, the power of hit ikther was fo Undtetiv 
that he WM nota king. The present monarch bae Uken care to 
haT« no meh oomplaint. T. 
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uiedMitoly* 'oflbred to wager a thousand ducats on the 
.truth of ofwgp aiticle iml^hed in my gacette under 
tho title " Aix4a-C%apeUe.*' The news of the roTola^ 
tion in Sweden was instantaneously cimfirmed. This 
iaeident added gteatly to the authenticity of my |>aper. 

My gasette foreU^ the Polish partition six weeks 
sooner than any other ; but. how I obtained this intelli- 
genee must not hete be mentioned. I also wss active 
in the defence of Queen Matildi^ of Denmark. 

The French ministry were highly offended at the 
following pasquinade : '* The three eagles jhaye rent 
the Polish bear, without losing a feather, with which , 
any man in the cabinet of Versailles can write. Since 
the death of Mazarin, they write there only with goose 
^liiUs.*' 

By desire of the king of Poland, I wrote a narrative 
of the attempt made to assassinate him, and named the 
nuncio, who had given a general absolution to the con- 
.epirators, in the chapel of the holy virgin. 

The house was. now in flames. Rome insisted I 
should recall my words. Her nuncio, at Cologne, 
vented poison, daggers, and excommunication; the 
empress*queen hers^ thought proper to interfere.^ I 
obtained from Warsaw a copy of the examination of 
the coniqMrator for ray justl^oation. This I threaten- 
ed to publish; and stood unmoved in the defence of 
truth. I derived new honours, but new preeeeutors, 
likewise ', as for protectors, none : mine was the fate of 
all reformers, who must expect reward beyond the 
^rave. •• 

The empress wrote to the posf-master-general ef the 
empiie, commanding him to lay an interdict on the' Aiz- 
larChapelle C^uette: In&rmed of itto, I ended its 
publication with the year, .hut wrote an, essay on the 
imitMpn.of.Pqlandj which also did but increase, my 
•QiJBMQS. {The piiesta teokcare not to befidle^tilHMi^ 
moments. 
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The BMgittracy of Aix-la-ChapeUe is elected fnta 
the lower ranks of the people, and the burgher's court 
eonabts of on ignorant rabble.- I know no exceptione 
but Baron Lamberte and De White ; and, to heighten 
the ridicule, this people assume to themselres titles of 
dignity, for which they are amenable to the fiscal court 
at Vienna. Knowing I found Uttle protecti<m at Vien- 
na, they iguagined they might attack, and drive me 
from their town. I was a spy on their evil deeds^of 
whom they would willingly have rid themselves. I 
likewise knew, that the two sherifib, Kloss and Furto, 
and the recorder, Geyer, had robbed the town cham- 
ber of forty thousand dollars, and divided the spoil. 
To these I was a dangerous man ; for these reasons 
they sought a quarrel with me, pretending I had cpm- 
mitted a trespass, by breaking down a hedge, and sent 
a sergeant, citing me to appear at their town-house. ' 

It is a well known right of the empire, that no magis- 
trate of these courts can enforce the personal appear-, 
ance of a staff-officer. I was sqiiiject only to the court 
called Hof krieg&ath, at Vienna. But by this, court 
they soon understood I should not be protected. A 
most disagreeable litigation ensued. By accident I 
obtained a letter from Count Giavenitz, member of 
tho AuUc council, to the post-master, Heinsberg, with 
whom I had also a suit pending, in which he said> that, 
though justice was on my side, he would undertake 
to weary me by procrastination : he fulfilled his prom- . 
ise, and my wife was obliged to pay three hundred flor* 
ins of gold, under pain of execution, while I was absent 
at Vienna, endeavouring to obtain right. 

This was a trifle. The post-master, Heinsberg, of 
* Aix-la-Chapelle, although he had t^o thousand three 
hundred rix dollars of mine in his possession, instituted 
false suits against me on pretence of a note, wluch was 
nothing more than a receipt for a thousand dollars ou 
account, obtained verdicts against me, contrary to the 
. most clear and evident justice, seized on a cargo of 

18 
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wine, worth three thousand eight hundred dollars, at Co- 
logne, and I, on the whole, mcurred losses to theamonnt 
of eighteen thousand flolhns, exclusive of the interrup- 
tion given to the trade carried on in wine; which 
devoured the fortune of my wife, and -by which she, 
with myself and my children, were reduced to poverty. 

From the year 1774 to 1777, 1 chiefly spent my time 
in journeying through England and Franoe. I was 
intimately acquainted with Dr. Franklin, the American 
minister ; also with the Counts St. Germain and Ver- 
gennes, who made me advantageous proposals to go to 
America; but I'was prevented accepting them by my 
affection for my wife and children. 

My kind friend*, the landgrave of Hesse-Cassel, who 
had been governor of Magdeburg during my impiison- 
ment, offered me a commission in his servicf , among 
the troops going to America : but I answered, 

'' Gracious prince, my heart beats in the cause of 
freedom only ; I will never assist in enslaving men. 
Were I at the head of« your brave grauadiei^S, I should 
revolt to the Americans." 

During the year 1775, I eontiiiuedj at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, my periodical essays, entitled, '^ The .Friend of 
Men." My writing had made some impression ; the 
people began to read ; the monks were ridiculed, and 
became more humble: my partisans increased, and 
their arch leader had the good fortune to get himself 
c^idgelled. 

They did not now mention my name publicly, but 
cafecldled their, penitents at confession. During this 
-year, various simple people came to me firom Cologne, 
Bonn, and Dusseldorf, desiring to speak with me in 
private. When I inquired their business, they told 
me their clergy had informed them I was propagating 
a new religion, in which every man must sign himself 
over to the devil, who then would supply them with 
money. They were willing to become converts to 1117 
iaith, would Beelzebub but^ive them money, and re- 
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venge them on their priests. " My good friends/' an- 
swered I, " your teachers have deceived you : I know of 
no devils hut themselves. Were it, indeed, true that 
I was founding a new religion, the converts to which 
the devil would supply with money, your bishops, 
and priests,, would be the very first of my apostles, and 
the most catholic. I am an honest, moral man, my 
worthy friends,.as a Christian ought to be. Go home," 
in God's name, and do your duty. Be hdnest and in- 
dustrious, and you will not then want the devil to 
bring you money.'* 

My wine trade was so successful, that I had corre- 
spondents and stores in London, Paris, Brussels, Ham- 
burgh, and the Hague, and had gained forty thousand 
florins, with the most flattering prospects from England. 
One unfortunate day destroyed all my successful hopes 
in this traffic. 

Being in London, I was defrauded of eighteen hun- 
dred guineas by swindlers. The relating of this story 
will^o but little honour to the English nation. The 
fault was principally my brother-in-law's, a young 
manj who parted with the wine before he received the 
money. In England there is no law against such de- 
ceivers. They bid you trust nobody ; you will then 
not be wronged. And when I had been wronged, 'and 
asked my friends' assistance, I was only laughed at ; 
as if they were happy that an Englishman had the wit 
to cheat a German. 

Finding myself defrauded of iny wine, I hastened to 
Sir John Fielding. He was acquainted with me, told 
me he knew I had been swindled, and that his friend- 
ship would make him active in my behalf; that he, 
also, knew the houses where my wine was deposited, 
and that a party of runners should go with me, su0i- 
eiently strong for its recovery. I was little aware that 
he had, at that time, two hundred bottles of my best 
Tokay in his cellar. His pretended kindness was a 
snare ; he was in partnership with robbers : the stupid 
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-onlj he hanged, and preserved the moat adroit for the 
promotion of trade. 

He sent a constable and six of his runners with me, 
commanding them to act under my orders. By good 
fortune I had a violent headache, and could not attend 
them myself, but sent my brother-in-law, who spoke 
"better English than I. Him they brought to the house 
* of a Jew, and told him, '* Your wine, sir, is here con- 
cealed." Though it Was broad day, the door was lock- 
ed, that he might be induced to act illegally. The con- 
stable desired him. to break the door open, which he 
accordingly did : the Jews, in a pretended fright, came 
running, and asked, " What do you want, gentlemen ?*' 
*' I want my wine," answered my brother. " Take 
what is your own," replied a Jew, " but beware of 
touching my property. I have bought the wine." 

My brother Attended the constable and runners into 
a cellar, and there found a great part of my wine. He 
wrote to Sir John Fielding, that he had found the wine, 
and desired to know how he was to act. Fielding, by 
a verbal message, answered, '^ It must be taken by the 
owner.' * My brother, accordingly, got a cart, and sent 
me the wine. 

My brother attended the constable and runners, in 
like manner, to the house of another Jew, where they 
proceeded as before, and he came back, quite rejoiced 
at having recovered the wine. 

Next day came a constable, with a warrant, saying, 
'^ He wanted to speak with my brother, and that it was 
to go to my friend, Sir John Fielding." When he was 
ir. the street, he touched him with his staff, and told 
' him, " Sir, you are my prisoner." Here it must be re- 
marked, that no man can be arrested in his own house 
in London ; but when he is in the street, and the con- 
«table has touched him with his staff, he is beyond de- 
livery ; and, should he run, would be stopped by the 
people^ 
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All this I was a spectator of, through the window, 
unable' to give any assistance. I went, however, to Sir 
John Fielding, and asked what it all meant. This up- 
right justice answered, in a magisterial tone, that 
my brother had been accused of felony. The Jews 
and swindlers had sworn the wine was a legal pur- 
chase. If I had not taken care to bip paid, or was ig- 
iiorant of the English laws, that was my fault. S^ 
swindlers had sworn the wine was paid for ; which 
circumstance he had not known, or he should not have 
granted me a warrant. My brother had also broken 
open doors, and forcibly taken away wine, which was 
not his own. They had legally made oath of this, and 
he was charged. with burglary and robberv. 

He &rther desired me immediately to ffhe bail in 
a thousand ^tiineas for my brother, for his appearance 
in the court of king's bench ', otherwise his trial would 
immediately come on, and, in a few daiys, he would be 
hanged. 

What was my rage at finding myself thus treated ! 
and how willingly would I^ave plunged my sword into 
the breast of a man so vile as the chief magistrate of 
London! 

I hastened to a lawyer, who was my friend, who con- 
firmed what had been told me, advised me immediate- 
ly to give bail, and he would then .defend my cause. 
I applied to Lord Mansfield, and received the same 
answer. I told my story to all my great friends, who 
were chiefly members of parliament, and they laughed 
at me, that I should trade in London, without better 
understanding the laws. My intimate friend, Lord 
Grosvenor, said, ^^ Send more wine to London, and we 
will pay you so well, that you will soon recover your 
loss.*' This is the character of the nation. I ani cer- 
tain he would have kept his word, but I wanted the 
necessary capital. 

I went to my wine merchants^ who had stock in 
hand of mine worth upwards of a thousand guineas. 
18* 
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They gave bail for my brother, and in four days he was 
released. 

Fielding, in the interim, sent his runners to -my 
house, took back the wine, and restored it to the Jews, 
as property of which they had been robbed. They 
threatened farther to prosecute me as a receiver of 
stolen goods. I fled, in all haste, from London, thToagh 
J)oyer, to Paris, where I immediately sold off my re- 
maining stock at half price, honoured my bills, and so 
ended my merchandise. . 

My brother returned to London, in November, to de- 
fend his cause in the court of king's bench ; but tJbe 
swindlers had disappeared, and the lawyer required "a 
hundred jMunds to proceed. The conclusion of all this 
was, my ffi>ther returned with seventy pounds less in 
his pocket, spent as travelling expenses ; and the stock, 
in the hands of my wine merchants, was detained on 
pretence of paying the bail. They brought me in an ' 
apothecary's bill, and all was lost. Thus do the Eng- 
lish treat the Germans, notwithstanding I had so many 
friends in London. 

I might fill a volume with similar instances. I riiall 
only relate one short story. A German violin mak^, 
in London, intending to return home, had bought a sil- 
ver coffee pot, which was left standing on the table, in 
his chamber. Some one knocked at the door, and two 
Jews entered. On|e bespoke a violin, the other, while 
he was conversing, snatched up the coffee pot, and ran. 
The German looked round, and missed the coffee pot, 
but the other Jew told him, " Do not be uneasy, my 
friend ; go with me, and I will make my comrade give 
you back your coffee*pot. It is only some trick ; he is 
a mad-headed fellow." 

The poor German went with the Jew, who broa|rht 
him into a chamber, where weye four other Jews, and 
his coffee-pot on the table. He took it, and said, 
** God.be praised, I have found it once more." The 
Jew answered not a word ; and the German retumsd 
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liome with kit coffee-pot.^ Forthwith went five Isiael- 

-Itee to the justice, and swore, that the GerauuDi had 
entered their chamber, and stolen thereout a silver 
cofiee-pot. A constable attended them to the Ger- 
man's house. The Jew sud, " That is my coffee- 

. pot :" and the other swearers answered, " Tes, that 
is yours.'*' The German was taken into custody, and, 
being destitute of witnesses, was hanged upon the evi- 
"d^nce of five Jews. 

I spoke with this poor felk>w in prison, who told 
me the story himself; and actually saw this honest 
man hanged by the pitiless English. What wiH my 
readers now say of this high-esteemed nation, which, 
in reality, for a thousand reasons, merits our con- 
tempt? 

Enough of the proud and selfish Britons, who would 
treat us, and a]l other nations, as they do their ne- 
groes, were we to fall under their dominion. 

At Aiz-la-Chapelle, I attacked those sharpers, in 
my weekly writings, who attended there, and at Spa, 
to plunder both inhabitants and visitants, under the 
connivance of the magistracy : nor are there wanting 

-foreign noblemen, who become the associates of these 
pests of society. The publication of such truths endan- 
gered my life from some of these desperadoes, who, 
when detected, had nothingmore to lose. 

Though my life was much disturbed, yet do I not 

, repent of my manner of acting ; many a youth, many 
-a brave and worthy man, have I preserved from de- 
struction, detained from the gaming table, and per- 
sonally pointed out to them the most notorious sharp- 
erSl This was so injurious to Spa, that the bishop of 
Uege himself, who enjoys the tax of forty per cent, 
on ail their winnings, and, therefore, protects such vil- 
lains, offered me an annual pension of five hundred 
guineas, if I would not come to Spa ; or three per 
cent, on the winnings, would I but associate myself 
with Colonel M— *-t, and raise recruits for th^ gaming 
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table. My answer may eaSly be imagrined ; yet, for 
this, was I threatened to be excommunicated by the 
holy catholic church. 

The Bavarian contest was at this time in agitation. 
My own afiairs brought me to Paris, and here I learned 
particular intelligence of great consequence. This I 
communicated to the grand duke of Florence, on my 
letum to Vienna. The duke departed to join the army 
in Bohemia, and I had occasion again to write to him, 
. and, from the importance of the subject, thought it my 
duty to send a courier, at my own expense. The duke 
showed my letter to the emperor; my intelligence 
was received, but I myself remained unnoti)2ed. 

I did not think myself very safe in foreign countries, 
during the time of wat, and, therefore, purchased the 
lordship, of Zwerbach, with appurtenances, wliich, 
with the concomitant expenses, cost me sixty thousand 
florins. This lordship was in a ruinous condition, and 
was to be restored by u^y money and industry. 

In May, 1780, 1 went to Aix-la-Chapelle, where my* 
wife's mother died in July, and in September, my wife, 
myself, and family, all came to Vienna. 

My wife solicited the mistress of the ceremonies 
to obtain an audience. Her request was granted ; and 
•he had the good fortune to gain the entire appro- 
bation of "the empress. Her kindness was beyond ex- 
pression: she herself introduced^ my wife to the arch- 
dutchess, as an example for wolnen, and commanded 
her grand mistress of the ceremonies to present her 
4very where. *' You were unwilling," said she, ''to 
Aceompany your husband into my country, but I hope 
to convince y>u, that you may live happier in Aus- . 
tria than at Aix-la-Chapelle." She said many other 
things equally kind. 

She next day sent me her decree, assuring tne of a 
penaioo of fi>ur hundred florins, addmg, this should not 
Imi all she would do for me. 
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My wife petiticmed the empress to griuit me an au- 
iSience. Her request was complied with, and the am- 
preiB said to me, " This is the third time in which I 
would have made jfur fortune, had you been so dis- 
posed." The audience lasted long; her discoorsa 
was that of a matron, ^e desired to see my children, 
adding; " So excellent a mother must have brought 
you charming children;" She then spoke of my writ- 
ings. ^' How much good might you do/' said she, 
" would you but write in the cause of religion !'* 

The prospect now seemed to brighten, and a happy 
ifuturity to approach. My wife received more honour 
and attention, while she remained at Vienna, than many 
of the first ladies of the city. 

We departed for Zwerbach, wliere we lived content- 
edly ; but, when about to return to Vienna, and solicit 
the restitution of a part of my lost fortune, during this 
momentary sunshine of the court, the great Teresa 
died^ and all my hopes were overcast. 

I forgot to relate, that, after my favourable audience, 
the arch duchess, Maria Anna, spoke to me in the name 
of the empress, and desired me to translate a religioua 
work, written in French, by the Abbe Baudrand, into 
German. J replied, I should have little success in 
translation, but that I would obey her majesty's com- 
mands. I began my woric, took passages from Bau- 
drand, but inserted more of my own, though the censor 
was less fastidious in the ezaminatiMi of what was 
entitled a translation. The first volume wa^ finish- 
ed in six weeks; the empress thought it admirable. 
The second soon followed, and I presented this myself. 
She asked me if it equalled the first .' I answered, I 
^oped it would be found more excellent. " No," said 
she, " I never, in my life, read a better book ;" and 
added, she much wondered how I could write so weQ 
and so quick. I promised another volume within a 
month. 
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Before the third waa ready, Teresa died, and my 
•xpeetationi descended with her to the grave. She 
continually gave orders, on her death bed, to hare 
the writings of Baron Trench re«d to her ; and thoug^h 
her confessor well knew the injustice that had been 
done me, and all I had lost, 3»t, in these last moments, 
when he had the most favourable of all opportunities, 
he kept a dastardly silence, though he had given mc 
his sa^ed promise to speak in my behalf. 

The pension granted my wife by the empress, in 
consequence of my misfortunes, and our numerous 
family, we only enjoyed nine months. This she was 
deprived of by the new monarch, who suppressed 
that and various other pensions, as .burthensome to 
the state* 

After the death of the eiqpress, I wrote to the em- 
peror as follows : — 

" Afost Gracious Emperor, 

''In a work printed at Aix-la-Phapelle, in 1773, 
the most essential parts of which I had the honour to 
present to you in 1765, in manuscript, is the following 
passage: 

*^ * All oppressed subjects ought, at stated hours, to 
have access to the throne ; those who should prefer 
fUse complaints, seek to deceive, or obtain favours un- 
merited, ought to be made public examples, and stand 
mutilated in the pillory.' 

*^ Ii most gracious sovereign, am the first who will 
pronounce judgment on myself^ if I ani not able to 
prove I have been most unjustly oppressed under the 
reign of the great Maria Teresa, and deprived of an 
immense property by unjust judges, and men in pow- 
er: I| therefore, humbly pray a judge may be ap- 
pointed, before whon^ I may be permitted to produce 
my proofii. 

"I •in gracious monarch, 

" Your ever faithful subject, 

« TRENCK." 
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In vain did I hope an uuwei : mj pstitioii niiiunMl ' > 



Tlie emperor thought proper to collect the lefaciea 
and mooeys bestowed on hoapitala into Mie fluid. Tlia 
■yBtem iraa mae and good. My cousin Tienck liad 
bequeathed thirtj-aix thoiuand florine to an lio^ital 
for Ibe poor of Batacia, who had been mioed by him 
and his Puidoun. This 1 showed he liad no right to 
do, having deducted the autn ftom the family estates ; 
1, therefore, petitioned the emperor, that theae thirty- 
six thousand florins might be restored, am, by right, 
they ought, to me tad ray children, who were the peo- 
ple whom Trenck bod made poor indeed : nothing of 
the prt^rty of his acquiring having been left to pay 
this legacy, but^n the contrary, the money havinj; 
been violently exacted from mine. 

Alas ! the memorial ctune ^fbr« thoee who were ill- 
informed of the truth, or deemed the inquiry toe li-' 
borions. In a few days it waa determined I should ba . 
answered in the same tone, in which, for sii-and-tUr- 
ty years past, all my petitioas and remonatranceB ud 
been answered : " the lequeet of the petitioner cannot 
be granted." 

Fortune, my ineconcileable enemy, persecuted ma 
even in my retreat. Within six years, tw» destruc- 
tivB hail storms swept iwbj my crops ; one year waa 
a, misgrowth ; there were seven floods ; a rot among 
my ebeep ; all possible calamities befell me ani' — 

The unfbrtonate, miserable pesaanta had notl 
■therefore, could pay nothing : 1, on the contrary 
obliged to advance them money. My eoni assiite 
and we laboured with out own baiids. My wif« 
ctutomed to the affluence of the great world, an 
to fulfil the duties of a mother, and an eicaQen 
' nun, took care of eight children without so mu 
the help of a maid. We lived in poverty and wr 
' ednesa, obliged to earn our daily bread by the sw< 
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fStmhtow; andf had the emperor^ by chuiea, anudvC 
his peregrmationi, visited Zwerbach, he would haw 
beheld the abode of industry' and virtue, ezertiii|f 
themselves to fulfil all the duties of man, and our anl^ 
ferings had, no doubt, been less severe. 

The greatest of all my misfortunes was my treat- 
ment in the military court, where Zetto and- Krugel 
were my referendaries. Zetto had clogged' me with a 
curator, and, when the cow had no more milk to give, 
he began to torture me with deputations, seques- 
trations, administrations, and executions. Nineteen 
times was I obliged personally to attend in Vienna 
withili two years, and to travel fourteen posts each 
time, at my own expense. This alone ate up my in- 
eome. Every six years must 1 pay^m attorney to 
dispute, wrangle, and quarrel in my behfdf, with the 
curator. Their mutual squabbles filled huge rolls of 
writing, for all of- which, I, in the conclusion, was 
obliged to pay. If an affair was to be expedited, I, 
by I third hand, was obliged to send the referendaxy 
some excellent ducats. Did he> give judgment, stiU 
that judgment lay fourteen months inefficient, aod^ 
when it then appeared, the copy was false, and so^was \ 
sent to the upper courts, the high referendary of which 
said, '^ I must be dislodged from Zwerbach." 

They obliged me at last to purchase my naturaliza- 
tion. I sent to Prussia for my pedigree, where the 
family had been known .fi>ur hundred years ; the at- 
testation of this was sent me by Count Hertzberg. 
Although the fiunily of Trenck had b^een known four 
hundred years as landholders in 'Hungary, yet was my 
attorney, by order of the court, obliged to solicit the 
instrument called ritter-diploma, for which, under pam 
of execution, I must pay two thousand florins. Thus 
are men treated at Vienna ; and this treatment I, cer- 
taihly, shall not soon forget.' 

', By degree, a Prussian nobleman is not noble in 
^vstria! In Aostria! where every lackey, every 
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■wmthlaM Allav can [mrchase s dipIcHuit, mKiung him 
a. knight of the emiMni, fti twelve hundred wietchad 
florinB ! where moaej is the onl; merit neceuar; toi 

. acqaiiing the title of count ! where aueh meii u P 

and GrUBBtbowiti tiLve piuchued tba dignity of 

Tortured by courta, terrifieii by h&il Btonns, I da- 
termlnod lo depend on ths productions of my J«n, and 
to pnhliih n eollection of my worka in eight volumei, 
and thia hieloty of my life. 

Fourteen monthi accompliBhed ihia purpose- My 
labours found a favDurable reception through all Ger- 
many, procured me money, esteem, and honour ; and 
1 (irill now no more struggla llirough my few remaining 
years under the burthen of taw-suits, curators, refer- 
endaries, attorneys, cou Ma of justice, and the unworthy 
in authority. 

On the 22d of August, ITSG, the naws airivad, that 
Frederick the Great had loft this world ! 

TiM present raigning monarch, tlie best among the 
fl-ienda of men, the witness of my sufferings in my na- 
tiva country', inimadiatoly sent me a royal passport for 
Berlin. The confiscation of nty estates was annulled, 
and my deceased brother, in Prussia, liad 1^ my chil- 
dren his heirs .' 

I journey, with the Imperial permission, back to my 
conntry, from which I have been two-and-lbrty yeiia 
ezpelled 1 1 journey, not as a pardoned malefactor, 
birt as a man whose innocence bse been established bj 
tha whdla tenor of his actions, has been proved in hlB 
writfaiga, and who is journeying to TqceivB his rs' 

Salb ma 1 arrind ia haven, ft. w»atherbeatui, Imi 
tuCperienoed M^aaa, qnaUad tti indicate tii/l hid- 
din (Dolu and ipitf.ksaed* df W»'f pfljturiMcl i^ea; 
oftm bane 1 stnek, oftao |>««n 1>7eclwd, l|itt ffii^ 



Let the wise and beavrol«nt nadar jriiit ine c(p^ 
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fUuuMf aiid, by my example, avoid much of that nas' 
«fy in which too much rashness, or too little ' caution; 
hM inyolyed me. 

He, whoee untimely ambition impels v him to under- 
tiikinge beyond his strength ; he, who concerns him- 
•elf with afiairs not properly his own ; he who erects 
himself into a reformer of this world's abuses, will be 
the martyr of virtue, or, perhaps, the dupe of folly, 
4iid, after having lived persecuted, may even have the 
fortune to die despised. 

-I conclude this part of my.ldstory on the evening 
preceding my journey to Berlin. 

ThiS/ journey I cheerfoUy prepared to undertake ', 
but my ever envious fate threw me on the bed c^sick- 
SMSS, ineomuch that small hope remained I ever should 
again behold the country of my fore&thers, or outlive 
the moment which I had been twenty years in anxious 
•lactation of beholding. 

A variety of obstacles overcome, I found it neces- 
eary first to take a journey into Hungary, which was 
emeof the most vivifying and pleasant of niy whole life. 
' I left Vienna on the 5th of January, and came to. 
Prague. Here I found nearly the same reception as 
in Hungary : my writings had been universalis read. 
Citizens, noblemen, and noble ladies, treated-me with 
like favour, like friendship. , ^ 

I reluctantly bade adieu to Prague, and continued 
my journey to Berlin. Here, in Bohemia, I took leave 
of my sbn, a lieutenant in th^ second regiment of 
carabiniers, who saw his gray-headed father and two 
brpthers, destined for the Prussian service, depart. 
He folt the full weight of this separation. I reminded 
him of his duty to the state he served ; also of the fear- 
ibl fate of his luicle and father in Austria, and of the 
posaesMNrs of our vast estates in Hungary. He eksank 
back ', a look from his father pierced him to the soiil— 
ieaif ftobd in his eycB-^his youthful blood flowed 
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^luck— and the follawing eipreeaioBi bant mddndj 
from Ml lipB : " I csll Ood to witneu, I wiH ptora ibj- 
oelf worthy of my father's nuns, and th>l, wbila I Hn, 
hii flDsmias shall be mine,'" 

What are the feeliuga of a fathei, who, in hii no, 
embncea hia fiiend ,' His brothers wept, nor could I 
retain my tears ! 

At FeterswaJdB.aDthe road to Dresden, my oarrUg* 
broke down ; my life was endangered, and my son n> 
ceiTed a contusion in his arm. The erysipelas broka 
oat on him at Berlin, and I conld not pieseot hun to 
the kinj; danog a month after my arrival. 

Not many days passed, before 1 was presented at 
court, by the Prussian chamberlain, Prince Saoken; 
as it IB nat customarj at Berlin for a foreign nibjeet 
to be presented by the raioister of- his own ee/aH. 
Though a Pnuuan subject, I wore the Imp»rial nni- 

The king received me with remarkable condMMB- 
sion ', all eyea were directed towards me, each person 
took me by the hand, and each welcoued DM to my 
country. This moved me (he more, by being remark- 
ed by the Ibreign ministers, who asked, with mrprin, 
who that Austrian officer could be, who was teeaived 
with so much affection, and such evident joy, in Bar- 
tin. The gracious monArch himself gave tokens of a 
nobter pleasure at beholding me thus surrounded. 

Having been introduced at oourt, I thooght it naeaa- 
■aty to observe customary ceremonies, and was pia- 
vented by the Imperial ambassador. Prince Ratisa, to all 
filreign ministers, and such tkmille* as are In ti 
routine of admitting like visits. I was nceirad 1 
tbe prince royal, the reigning queen, the quam do" 
•ger, and the whole royal fluuily, in thair mki 
palaces, with esteem and &vonr never to be fbrgottfl 
His royal highness, Prinee Henry, the well k^ 
partaker of his brother's glory, invitad me to a prin 
audianoe, cotitinned tong in cooreisatiati with o 
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Usstififtd the -utmost compaMion at what I iiad u&der^ 
goae, promified me his future protection, admitted 
ine to his private eoncerts, and made me stay and sup 
at court. 

A like reception I met in the palace of Prince Fer* 
dinand of Brunswick, wliere I freqiiently dined and 
sapped. His princess took delight in hearing my nar- 
mtives, and in my knowledge of men and manners, 
and loaded me with favours. 

The pleasure I received at BerMn was great indeed. 
IVhen I went to court, the hdnest citizens crowded td* 
see me, and when any one among them said, <' That 
is Txenck/' the rest would cry, *^ Welcome once more 
to your country !" while many would reach me their 
hands, with the tears standing in their eyie. Fre- 
quent were the scenes I experienced of this kind. No 
psrdoned maleftxstors would have been so received — 
O, no ! It was the sweet reward of innocence : this 
Mward was fully bestowed throughout the Prussian 
territories. 

Some days alter I had been presented to the king, 
and supped with the queen, I entreated a private audi- 
enee, and, on the 12th of February, received the iot- 
iowiiig letter : 

** InNanswer to your letter on.the 9th of this month, 
which has been given me, I gladly inform you, that, if 
you will come to me after dinner to-morrow, at five 
o'clock, I e^all have* Vie 'pleasure to see and speak with 
you : menn time I pray God to tak» you into his holy 
keeping. 

"FREDERICK WILLIAM. 

'' Berlin, Feb. 12, 1787. 

" P. S. After signing the above, I find it more eon- 
venient to appoint to-morrow, at nine in the mocnuig^ 
about which time you will come into tlie apartment 
naamed marmor kammer" (marble chamber.) 



BARON F, TRENCK. 
The- MUifltj with which 1 eipecteil tl 
mtetview may well belcon^ived. I foimil the Pnu- 
man Htm alone, and lie continued in convenatitdt with 
me moce than an hour. 

How ccmdeseending;, how kind wa> the nonweh! 
'how great '■ how nabi; did he console me fbi the pott ! 
How enlireiy did hia aioutanco of fsTonr overpowet 
my whole >ou1 ! ■ He hod read the history of mj lift. 
. When prince of Pninda, be had b«en on eye-witDnt, 
in Magdeburg, of m; martfcdom, and mj aitempU to 
escape. Many circiunstanceB be racollected Mmialf, 
mnct he inqnind of thoae who hod been present, and 
who confirmed the truth «f nij narrative, and tho 
severity of my calamities. Long shall, I rempinber 
those fortunate momenta : yet theea ore fied. His 
majeily pnited ftma me with tidieni of confirmed M- 
teem and eondeecenwon. My eyea bade adieu, but 
my heart remained in the marble chamber in company 
with a prince capable of aensotione bo dignified ) aa4 
mj wiihea for hie welfare are eternal. 

lie lent for me a. second time, conversed much with 
me, and confirmed those ideas which my first in 
hod inspired ; and I am fully convinced I have ni 
taken hia cliaracter. 

On the llth of March, at another private ai 
Ij>reeetitBd my son, whom I intended for the Prussian 
service. The king immedUtely bestowed on hint a 
commisaion in the Posadowshy dragoons, at my speoial 
request. The difficulty of obtaining snch a commisaiMi, 
without haviiig first served aa an ensign, is wall 
known ; this was, therefore, a particular favour — '' 
honour, and my son has Iho moro to expect, sinci 
majesty himself has promised Iiis promotion, 

1-saw him at tho review at Volan, and his sup 

officers formed groat expectations from his zeal. ' 

I have done thedatyof afathcrby my sons: tim< 

discBver whether he in the Austrian, or this in 

19 • 
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IPnifAiaix service, will first obtain rewards due to Uneir 
father; and to this state* will I bequeath my third 
son. Should they both remain unnoticed, I will' be- 
stow him on the Grand Turk, rather than on Eu- 
ropean courts, whence justice to mo and mine ie ban-^ 
rshed. 

Since I hayo been at Berlin, and received there with 
90 mapy testimonies of friendship and favour, the 
newspapers of Germany have published various ar- 
ticles concerning me, perhaps with the best of wishes, 
intending to contribute to my honour or ease. They 
haye, however, been sometimes misinformed. Tkey. 
have asserted a great pension has been settled on mc 
4t Berlin ; but, on my honour, I alBnn I never askqd a 
pension. They have said my eldest daughter is ap^ 
pointed governess of the- young princess. This, per- 
haps,, has been the joke of some witty correspondent ; 
for my eldest daughter is but fifteen, and stands in 
Heed of a governess herself. Perhaps they may sup- 
pose me mean enough, firom ostentation, to circulate 
falsehood ; perhaps they suppose they do mo service, 
or give me pleasure, by publishing, as facts, honours or 
rewards, for which I hope. It may be mahce, and a 
desiro to injure me ; it may be tlio very reverse ; in 
either case, it is no pleasure to me, and may have ill 
effects. An honest man is never without his enemies,, 
who will labour to prevent any good that might hap 
pen to liim, and who are terrified if they ims^uic he 
might become the favourite of a king. 

I almost daily receive letters from all parts of Ger> 
many, from persons unknown to me, wherein the sen- 
sations of the fbeling heart are evident. The history 
of my life has excited a general attention. Those re- 
viewers, who have been impartial, have my thanks ; 
those who suspect my veracity, or endeavour to de- 
ery my work, must be answered by an appeal to facts. 
That my history relates many improbable events, and 
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flvther iBBemhie* a romance, than a work of biognqfkhy^ • - 
M not ray fiwlt ; eKtrBordinaxy accidenta I haTf en- 
eooatered, and extraordinary accidenta I muat re*^ 
Ia;te. 

I met at Berlin many old firienda of both at zee : 
among othera^ an aged invalid came to aee me, who 
waa at Glatz, in 1746, when I cut my way through the 
guard. ^He waa one of the aentinela before my door, , 

and whom Lhad thrown down the stairs. 

Another invalid, who had assisted me, when impria* 
oned at Magdeburg, in ridding myself of my baga of 
sand, came also to visit me. 

The^hour of quitting Berlin/and continuing my jour* 
ney into Prnasia, towards Konigsbcrg, my native couff* 
try, approached. On the eve of my departure, I had' 
once again the happiness of conversing, more than two 
hours, with her royal highness the Princess Amelia, 
siater of Frederick the Groat. Poeseased- of native 
goodness of mind and deep penetration, she solely hadr 
the honour of gaining the entire confidence and friend- 
eliip of Frederick. She, as far as she waa able, pro- 
tected me in my hour of extreme adversity ; heaped 
benefita upon me, and, more than any other peraon in 
the world, contributed to gain my deliverance. Not 
as a foreign officer did she receive me during my atay 
in Berlin, but as a friend, as an aged patriot ; laid her 
commands upon me to write immediately to my wife,, 
and request she would come to Berlin in the month of 
June, with her two eldest daughters. Her promise X 
received r that the happiness of the latter diould be her 
care ; nay, that siio would certainly remember my wife 
in her will. / 

At this moment, when about to depart, slie aflec- " 

tionately asked me if I had money aufficient for the 
cxpenaea of my journey. '' Tea, madam," was my re- 
ply ; *^ for myself I want nothing, nothing aak r but 
may you remember my eliiUhren !" 
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The sensibiUty, the deep feeling with which I pro> 
ttounced these words, moved the pruicess ; she showed 
me how perfectly she comprehended py, meaning, took 
n^e by the hand, and said, " Return, my friend, quick- 
!y ; I shall be most happy to see you." 

I hastily left the room ; a kind of indecision came 
OTcr me. J was inclined to remain some days longer 
at Berlin. Had I done so, my presence would, most 
indubitably, have been of great advantage to my chi^ 
dren. Alas! ever under the guidance of my evil 
genius, I began' my journey. The clear prospect of 
futurity was instantly overclouded ; the principal pur- 
pose for which I came -to Berlin frustrated ; ^r, five 
days after my departure, the Princess Amelia died ! « 

On the 22d of March I departed from Berlin, and 
pursued my journey to Konigsberg, but- remained two 
days at the court of the Margrave of Brandenburg 
Schwedt, where I was received with kindness and es- 
teem. The margrave had bestowed favours on me 
during my imprisonment at Magdeburg. 

I departed thence through Soldin to Schildberg, 
there to visit my relation, Sidau, who had married the 
daughter of my sister, which daughter my nster had by 
her first husband. -I found my kinsman a worthy and 
honourable man, and one who made the daughter of an 
unfortunate sister happy. I was received at his house 
with <^n arms ; and, for the first time during an in- 
terval of two-and-forty years, beheld one of my own 
relations. 

On my journey thither, I had the unexpected pleas- 
ure to meet with Lieutenant Geiierai Kowalsky. 
This good gentleman was a lieutenant in the garrison 
of Glatz in the year 1746, and was an ocular witness 
when I leaped from the wall of the rampart. He had 
read my history^, with' some of Ihe principal fiicta of 
which he was previously acquainted. Should any one, 
therefore, doubt concerning, those incidents which I 



KARON F. TRENCK. 

have related of my eec&pe from Glatz, and which, he- 
o|iuee of the difSoulties attending their execution, have 
been, by some, incapable themselves of a like enter- 
prise, supposed incredible. I may refer them to him, 
whose testimony cannot be suspected. 

From Schildberg I proceeded tp Landsberg. on the 
Warta. Here I Ibund my brother-in-law, Colonel 
Pape, commander of the Gotz dragoons, and the second 
h\isband of my deceased' sister ; and here passed a joy* 
pus day. Every body congratulated me on my glorious 
return into my country, and offered up their ardent 
prayers for my future felicity.. 

I found relations in alm^feit every garrison, and 
was almost every where detained. Never did man re- 
ceive more honourable marks of esteem throughout 
9, kingdom. ^The general knowledge of my un- 
merited calamities procured me, this sweet consola- 
tion; and I were insensible indeed, and ungrate- 
jfal, did my heart remain unmoved on occasions like 
these. * 

I shall here insert on incident which I omitted in its 
proper place, lest I should have fatigued my readers 
by a too circumstantial recital of my various attempts 
to escape ftoia prison, at Magdeburg. It was ray last 
attempt but one at flight. The circumstances were 
these : 

As I found myself unable to get rid of more sand, 
after having once again cut through the planking, and 
mined the foundation, I made a hole towards the fosse 
or ditch, in which three sentinels were stationed. This 
I executed one stormy night, it being nisy, front the 
lightness .of the sand, to perform the ^work in two 
hoars. 

No sooner had I broken throngh, than I silently 
drew back the sand within the hole, and threw one of 
my slippers beside the palisadoes, tluit it might be eup- 
poaed I had lost it when climbing over them. These paN 
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I, twelve feet in height, were situated in the front 
of the principal fowe, and my sentinels stood within. 
There was no sentry-box at the place where I had 
broken through. 

This done, I returned into my prisoUi made another 
hole under the planking, where I could hide myself, 
and stopped up the passage behind moy-so that it was 
not probable I could be seen or found. When day- 
light came, the sentinel saw the hole, gave the alarm' 
— the officer ran terrified, the slipper was found, 
and it was concluded that Trenck had fortunately 
escaped over the palisadoes, and was no longer in 
prison. 

Immediately the sub-governor came from Magde- 
burg, the alann guns were fired, the horse scoured 
the country, and the fortification and subterranean 
passages were all visited ; no tidings came ; no discov- 
ery was made ) and the conclusion was, I had certainly 
escaped. That I should fly without the knowledge of 
the sentinels was deemed impossible ; the officer and 
aU the guard were put under arrest, and every body 
wa* struck Jumb with surprise. 

I, in the mean time, sat quiet in my hole, where I 
heard their searches and suppositions that I certainly 
was gone. My heart bounded wiMi joy, and I held 
escape to be indubitable. They most undoubtedly 
would not have placed sentinels over the prison 'the 
following night, and I then really should have left my 
place of concealment, and most probably have safely 
arrived in Saxony. My cruel destiny, however, robbed 
me of all hope, at the very moment when I supposed 
the greatest of my difficulties conquered. 

Every thing seemed to happen as I^could wish. - The 
whole garrison came and visited the casemates, and 
all stood astonished at the miracle they beheld. In this 
state things remained till four o'clock in the afternoon. 
At length an ensign of the militia came, a boy of aboat 
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fifteen or sixteen years of age, a very chicken in ap- 
pearance, but who had more wit than any or all of 
them. He approached the hole, examined the aper- 
ture next the fosse, thoilght .it appeared very small, 
endeavoured to enter it himself, found he could not, 
therefore concluded it was impossible a man of my size 
could have passed through, and accordingly called for 
a light. 

This was an incident I had not foreseen. Half stifled 
in my hole, I had opened the canal under the planking. 
No sooner had the youth procured the light, than he 
perceived-my white shirt, examined nearer, felt %h>out, 
and laid hold on me by the arm. . 

'The fox was caught, and the laugh was universal. 
My chagrin and confosion may easily be imagined. 
They all canke round me, paid me their compliments, 
and, finding nothing better was to be done, I laughed 
in company with them, and thus laughing was led 
back, with an aching, a distracted heart, to be sorrow- 
iUlly enchained in my dungeon. 

The contrivance was highly applauded by all those 
whe- wished I might effect my escape, among whom 
was the hoQourable person who desired I would here 
insert this anecdote. 



I continued my journey, and arrived, on the fourth 
of April, at Konigsberg, where lOy brother impatient- 
ly expected my arrival. We embraced as brothers 
must, after an absence of two-and-forty years. Of all 
my brothers and sisters I had left in this city, he only 
remained. He lived a retired and peaceable life, on his 
own estates, fulfilling all the duties of a man. He had 
no' children living. I continued a. fortnight in com- 
pany with him and his worthy wife, at Konigsberg, 
with infinite satisfaction of heart, and afterwards went 
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with him to his country seat, where I staid «lk 
weeks. 

'Here I, for the first time, learnt what had happened 
to my relations during my absence. The wrath of the 
great Frederick extended itself to all my &mily . My 
second brother was an ei^sign in the regiment of cui- 
Masters at Kiow,in the year 1746, when I first incurred 
disgrace from the king. S;x years he served, fought 
at three battles, but, because hb name was Trenck, 
neyer was promoted. Weary of expectations, he al 
length quitted the army, married, and lived on his es- 
tate «*t Meicken, where he died, about three years ago, 
and left two sons, who are an hox^ur to the jfamily 
of the Trencks. 

Common fame spoke him a person capable of render- 
ing the state essential service, as a military man, in 
the profession he had chosen ; but he was my brother, 
and die king would never su^r his name to be men- 
tioned. 

My youigest brother applied himself to the sciences. 
It was proposed that he should receive some civil em- 
ployment, as an intelligent, well meaning man : • bvt 
the king answered, in the margin of the petition 
** No Trenck is good for any thing.'* . 

Thus has all my family suffered, because of my un- 
just condemnation. My last mentioned brother choee 
the life ol'a private man, and lived at his ease, in esti- 
mation and indep€ilidenoe, among the first peojf^e of 
the kingdom. * 

The hatred of the monarch extehded itself to my sis- 
tor, who had msOrried the son of General Waldow, and 
liT«d in #idowhodd, firom the year 1749, to her second 
nuLltiage. Th« fnisfortunes of this excelleat woman, 
in ooAse<{uenoe of the t^abh^ry of Wdingttrtt^; and 
t}i«i ud «hei sent td me in my prison at Magd^taiff, I 
hiivtf befe^ f^kted. She was posseiMfd of Iha fine 
•iMtttf tf HiimmOf, iMat Landsberg, on the. Wasrtk. 
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The Russian army changed the xvAole face of the 
country, and laid it desert. She fled, with what effects 
she could, to Custrin, wliere every thin^ likewise was 
bumf and destroyed during the siege. The Prussian 
asmy^iemolished the fine forests. 

After the war, the king assisted all the ruined fkm- 
ilies of Brandenbur;T : she alone obtained nothing be* 
cause she was my sister. She petitioned the king, 
who replied, she must seek for redress from her dear 
brother. 

She died, in the flower of her age, a short time 
iafter-she had married her second husband. Colonel 
iPape : her son, also, died last year. He was captain 
in the regiment of the Gotz dragoons. 

Thus were all my brothers and sisters punished, be* 
cause they were mine. » 

Header, if thou hast noble thoughts, rejoice with me, 
«nd, from my history, learn, that evil itself may coA'; 
vert to good. In the nineteenth year of my age, I lost 
tny fortune, my liberty, my all, honour and fortitude 
excepted, and these it was not in the power of the des- 
pot to take. Two-and-forty years have I lived de- 
prived 'of my property, two-and-forty years endured 
poverty, and even excessive indigence, with the ex- 
ception of some few intervals, without ever being 
giiilty of meanness, and, in the moment of good for- 
tune, I have been liberal even to prodigality. I often 
haro been deceived, but never was a deceiver. Those 
who plundered me blush at my nanie. I walk proud- 
ly even in the presence of kingf. ) write truths with- 
out disguise, and my writings find toleration and priv- 
ilege. I was despised, condemned, and rejected, yet 
' obtained, even in the dungeon's depths, than which no 
man could descend lower, the general esteem and ap- 
probation of the worthy. 

Thou, great God, hast preserved me amidit my trou- 
ble! The purest gratitude* penetrates my heart. O 
20 
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that it might please thee never to let mortal endure 
what I have endured, or that thou wouldet grant him 
equal etrength to wrestle with woe ! May this, my 
tragical narration, be a lesson to the afflicted, afford 
hope to the despairing^ fortitude to the waTering, and 
shake end humanise the hearts of iunga ! 
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K PARTISAN C0I.ONEL,, AND COHUANDBR IN CHIBF 

or TUB PANDODBS IN THE SERVICE OP HER 

MAJESTY THE BHi^ESS-QUBEN. 
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Frahcii Baron Trence was bam, in 1714, in C 
labria, a, provincs , of Sicilj. His Isthei wu than 

governor, and a lieutenant colonel there, md died pi 
MBBed of these honoais in 1743, at LeiUcha, in Hv 
gAiy, lord of the rich manors of Piestowacz, Fleti 
niti, and Pakrati, in Sciavonie, and other coninderri 

estatds in Hungarj. His christian uamewaa John; 

was my father's brother. 

Francis Baron Trenck was hia only son ; he bad 
attained the rank of colonel during his fathsi's life, 
aitd served (rith distinction in the army of Maria j^ 

Teresa. 
Hit father, a bold and daring soldier, idolizing Ms / 

' only son, and superlaUvely avaricioua, whoUy neg;- / ] 

lected his education, so that the pasaioni of tlui ion . J ■ 
wen most imhridlnd. Endowed by nature with very 
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exUaordtiiary talentSi the heir of a rich fiulher, thur 
ardent^ youth was early his own master, and allowed 
to indulge the impetuous fire of his con9titution. 
Moderation was ever utterly unknown to him, and 
gqod fortune most remarkably favoured all his enter- 
prises. These were numerous, undertaken from no 
principle of virtue, nor actuated by any motives of hut 
manity. The love of money, and the desire of fame, 
were the passions of his soul. All his wishes were 
successful, therefore were all his wishes indulged. To 
liis warlike inclination was added the insensibility of a 
heart natively wicked ; and he found himself an aetor, 
on the great .scene of life, at a time when the earth was 
drenched with human gore, and when the sword de^ 
cided the fate of nations : hence this chief of Pandoucs^ 
this scourge of the unprotected, naturally became aoi 
iron-hearted enemy, a ferocious foe of the human lece, 
a formidable enemy in private life, and a perfidious 
friend. 

Constitutionally choleric and sanguinary, addicted 
to voluptuous pleasures, sensual and biave, he was un- 
appeasable when affronted, prompt to act, in the nuK 
ment of danger circumspect, and when under the do- 

' minion of anger, inhuman and cruel, even to fiiry ) it- 
reconcileable, artful, fertile in invention, and ever in- 
teht QU great projects. 

When youth arid beauty inspired love, he then be- 
came supple, insinuating, amiable, gentle, respectful, 
yet, ever excited by pride unceasingly to pursue his 
purpose, each conquest gave but new desires of adding 
another slave over whom he might domineer ; and, 
whenever he encountered unshaken resistance, he even 
then ceased to be avaricious. A prudent and int^- 
gent woman, turning t^s part of his character to ad- 

^ vantage, might have formed this very singular man to 
virtue^ probity, and the love of the human race ; but 
from his most tender infancy, his will had never suf- 
fered restraint, and he thought nothing impossible. 
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Am a loldier, he was bold even to temerity ; capa- 
ble of the m(«t hazardous enterprise, and of laughing 
at the danger himself provoked. His ambitious pro* 
jeets were the more elevated, because the end ,of all 
his s^tions were the acquirement of renown. In coun- 
cil he was dangerous ; every thing must cede to his 
views. To him the means by which his end was to be 
obtained were indifferent. Woe ip the wretch who 
hoped to excite his compassion by submission and 
• prayer ! 

The Croats at tliis time were undisciplined, prone 
to rapine, thirsting for human blood, and only taught 
obedience by violence and blows ; these had been the 
companions of his infancy; these he undertook to sub- 
ject, by servitude and fear, to military subordination, 
and, from banditti, to make them •oldiers. His habit- 
ual intercourse with such a species of men, gave him 
that fierceness o^ character, which has been so often 
remarked in tyrants. ' i . 

With respect to his exterior, nature had been prod- 
igal of her favours. His height was. six feet three 
inches, and, though his stature was gigantic, the sym* 
Bietry of his hmbs was exact ; his form was uprighti 
liis countenance was agreeable, yet masculine, and his 
strength almost incredible. He could sever the head 
from the body of the largest ox, with, one stroke of hie 
sabre, and he was so adroit at this Turkish practice, 
that he at length could behead men as if Jie were 
cleaving turnips. In the latter years of his life, his as- 
pect was ftecome terrible, because that, during the 
Bavarian war, he had been scorched, by the explosion 
of a powder-barrel, and his face remained scarred and 
impregnated with black spots. 

In company he rendered himself exceedingljjr agree* 
able, spoke seven languages fluently, was jocular, 
possessed wit, and, in a serious conversation, under- | 

standing : had learned music, sung with taste, and had 
m ,good voice, so that he might be well pud as an actor, J 

20* / 



m HISTORY OP 

Had tlittfc been his fiite. He could ereh wjien dxapoeed 
become gentle 'and complaisant; bat, whereyer he 
could eomnumd, he was a monster. 

His look told the man of observation that he wa» 
cnmung and choleric ; and his wrath was terrible^ 
He was erer suspicious, because he judged others by 
himself. Self-interest and avarice ever constituted hiar 
rnKng passion, and, whenever he had an opportunity 
of increasing his wealth, he equally disregarded the- 
duties of religion, the ties of honour, and human pity*^ 
In the thirty-first year of his age, when he was pos- 
sessed of nearly two millions ,^ he did nnt expend a flo' 
rln per day, so that he even denied himself necessaries. 
As he and his Pandouis always led the van, and he" 
thence had the opportunity to ravage the enemies^^ 
country, at the head*of troops so addicted to rapine, we 
must not wonder that Bavarisf, Silesia, and Alsatia^ 
were so pludered. He alone purcAascd the booty 
from his troops, at a low price, and this he sent by wa- 
ter to his own estates. If any one of his officers made 
a rich capture,* Trenck instantly became his enemy^ 
He was sent on every dangerous expedition, till he fell, 
and the colonel became his universal lieir, for Trenck 
appropriated all he could to himself. 

He was reputed to be a man most expert in military 
* science, an excellent engineer, and to possess an exact 
eye for estimating heights and distances. Hence he had 
the first advantage that a partisan leader can enjoy, — 
tliat of being perfectly acquainted with the ^ountry in 
which the war is carried on. In all enterprises he wa* 
the first ; inured to fatigue, his iron body could support 
it without inconvenience. Nothing escaped his vigi- 
lance ; all was turned to account, and wnat valour 
could not accomplish, cunning supplied. His pride 
flwfiered him not to incur an obligation, and thus 
was he1>y principle unthankful ; his actions all centfed 
in self, and, as he was remarkably fortunate ia what^ . 
«ver he undertook, he ascribed even that which acei' 
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^nt gave, to foreeii^ht and genias. Depeadfeg t^ii» 
pn himself, he was ineapable of seeking, ralnliigy 
«r maintaining friendship ; therefore was ahandoned, 
-when he most needed the iinn support of friandship. 

Tet was he ever, as an officer, a most QBefni and in- ' 
estimable man to the state. His love and respect for 
his sovereign, and his zeal in hfer service, .were un- 
bounded ; wherever her glory was at stake, he would 
'willingly have devoted himself her victim. This I 
assert to be truth : I probed his heart, and knew him 
•well. 

' He had the honour fisst to form, and command, re- 
:gi2lar troops, raised in Sclavonia. The soldiers ac- 
quired glory under their leader, and sustained the lot- 
4:ering power of Austria ; they made libations of their 
t>lood in its defence, as did Trenck, in various battles. 
He served like a'bsa^e warrior, with zeal, loyalty and 
«Sect. 

The vile persecutions of his enemies, at Vienna, 
^th whom he refused to share the plundervhe had 
made, lost him lionour, liberty, and not only the per- 
-flonal property he ha<i^acquir^, but likewisexthe ^Linlly 
patrimony, in Hungary. He died like a malefactor, 
illegally sentenced, in imprisonment ; and knaves have 
affirmed, and fools have believed, and believe still, he 
took the king of Prussia prisoner, and that he g^ranted 
him freedom, in consequence of a bribe. So have loy- 
al Hungarians been led to suppose that a Hungarias 
had really been a traitor. . 

Trenck, the father, was a miser, past service^ yet a 
well meaning man. Trenck, the son, on the contrary, 
was a y(9uthful soldier, turbulent and hot, who stood in 
need^of money to indulge his pleasures. Many curious 
pranks he played, when an ensign in I know not whet 
regiment of fpot. 

He went to one of the collectors of his fath«r*t retttiy 
and iiemaBded money ; the collector relRued to give ^ 

iitm any, and Trenck cleaved his skull with his uSbm. 
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A {HroMCU^n was coauiieiiced against him, bat, ww 
braakicg out, in 1736, between the Rusnans and the 
Turks, he, with the permission of the court of Vienna, 
raised a squadron of hussars, and went with it into^the 
Russian service, contrary to the will of his &ther. 

In this war he distinguished himself highly, and ac- 
quired the, protection of . Field-marshal Munich. He 
was so successful, and so daring, as a partisan leader 
against the Tartars, that he became very &.mous ia 
the army, and, at the end of the campaign, was appoint- 
ed major. 

It lu4>pened, on the same occasion, that flying par' 
ties of Turks approached the front of his regiment, 
when on the march, and Trenck, seeing a lavourable 
moment for attacking them, went to Colonel Rumin^ 
desiring that the regiment might be led to the charge,, 
and that they might profit by so ^r an opportunity. 
The timid colonel answered, ** I have no such orders." 
Trenck then demanded permission to charge the Turks 
only witb his own squadron; but this was refused. 
He immediately became furious, for he had never been 
acquainted with contradiction ot subordination, and 
cried aloud to the soldiers, ^' If there be one brave 
man among you, let him follow me." About two hun- 
dred immediately stepj^ed from the ranks ; he put him- 
self at their head, routed the enemy, made a horilble 
carnage, and returned intoxicated with joy, accompa- 
nied by prisoners, apd loaded with dissevered heads. 

Once more arrived in presence of the regiment, he 
attacked the colonel, treated him like tlie rankest cow- 
ard, called biui opprobrious nunes, and beat him, with- 
out the othor daring to make the least resistance. 

The adventure, however, became known ; Twnck 
was arrestod, and ordered to be tried. 

His judges condemned him to be shot — and the day 
was appointed — but, the evening before execution, 
Field-marshal Munich passed, either by chance or de^ 
sign, near the tent in which he was confined. Trends 
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saw him, came forward/and said, " Certamly your vz* 
cellency will not sufier a foreign cavalier to die an ig-^ 
nominions death because hei has chastised a cowar^y 
Rossian ? If I must die, at least give me permission to 
saddle my horse, and, with my sabre in my hand, let 
me fall sorrounded by the enemy." 

The Tartars happened to be at this time harasaing 
the advanced posts; the field-marshal shrugged his 
shoulders, and was silent. Trenck, still not discourag- ■ 
cd, added, " I will undertake to bring you^ excellency 
three heads, oi' lose my own. Will you, if I do, be 
pleased to grant me my pardon ?'* The field-marshal re- 
plied, " Yes.'* The horse of Trenck was immediately 
brought ; he galloped to the enemy, and rejourned sin- 
gly with four heads khotted to his horse^s mane, him- 
self only slightly wounded in the shoulder. 

Mimich embraced him, and immediately appointed 
him to bo a major in another regiment. 

Various ^nd almost incredible were his feats > 
among others, a Tartar had run him through the belly 
with his lance ; Trenck grasped the projecting end 
with his hands, exerted his prodigious strength, broke 
the lance, set spurs^ to his horse, and happily escaped. 
Of this wound, dreadfiil as it was, he was soon cured. 

During this campaign, he behaved with great hon> 
our, was wounded by an arrow in the calf of the leg, and 
gained the affection of the field-marshal, Mcuiich, but 
excited the envy of the Russians. Towards the con- 
clusion of the war he had a new misfortune ; his regi- 
ment was on the march, and incommoded on all sides 
by the enemy ; he entreated his colonel, for the love 
of God, to permit him to attack them ; the colonel wte 
once more a Russian, and he refused. Trenck gave 
him a blow, and called aloud to the soldiers to follow . 
him. They, however, being Russians, remained mo- 
tionless, and he was put under arrest. 

The court-martial sentenced him to death, and all 
hope of reprieve seemed over. The general would wiU 
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lingly have granted hU pardon, but, as he wia Imn- 
self a foreigner, he was fearftJ of offending the Ens- 
aians by such partiality, they having begun to murmur. 

The day of execution came, and he was led to the 
place ofdeath. Munich, however, so contrived it that 
Field-marshal Lowenthal should pass by at this mo- 
ment in compcmy with his lady. Trenck profited by 
the* opportunity, spoke boldly, and prevailed. A re- 
prieve was requested, and the sentence was changed 
into banishment and labour in Siberia. 

Trenck protested against this sentence. The field- 
marshal wrote to Petersburgh, and an order came that 
lie should be broken, and conducted out of the Russian 
territories. This order was accordingly executed, and 
he returned into Hungary to his father. 

At this period he espoused the daughter of the Field- 
marshal Baron Tillier, of one of the first families in 
Switzerland. 

The two brothers of his wife, each, became lieuten- 
ant-generals, one of whom died honourably during the 
seven years' war, and particularly favoured by his sov- 
ereign. The other was made commander general in 
Croatia, where he is still living, and at the head of a 
regiment of infantry that bears his name. 

Trenck did not long live with his lady. She was 
pregnant, and his diversions being ever consonant to 
his unruly temperament, "he took her to hunt with him 
in a mai»h, whence she returned ill, being unacct^- 
tomed to such exercise, and died without leaving him 
an heir. / 

Warlike inclinations would not long permit him to 
remain idle. Having no opportunity to indulge these. 
because of the general peace, he conceived a project of 
extirpating the Sclavonian banditti. 

The title of their chiefs was Horum-Bashaw ; and 
they were elected from aihong the strongest, the most 
intelligent, and the boldest men of the nation. Sq se< 
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vere were their laws, that the emalleBt fault was pun- 
ubed b^ strangling the culprit. 

If any one of their comrades had been betrayed, 
there b no example that they ever so much as spared 
the infant, even in its mother's womb. 

. Their vengeance was unlimited ', and if by chance 
ihe*whole band were defeated with slaughter, in such 
kind of attempts, the new Harum Bashaw of their suc- 
cessors was bound to carry fire and sword where his 
predecessor had fallen. 

In effect, they were true partisans ; maintained 
spies in Turkey, and occasionally fell upon the Turk- 
ish banditti, taking from them- their booty, and plun- 
dering and assassinating the caravans of merchants. 
Therefore they spread universal terror through the 
country ; no one durst expose himself to their enmity ; 
and all the landholders paid them a small contribution, 
that they might protect them from the incursions of 
the Turkish bandittj. These their tributaries, and 
their vassals under them, fived tranquil and in full 
eecurity, for it was a law, among the Sclavonian ban- 
ditti, never to forfeit their woAl. 

Each Harum-Bashaw had a stipulated number of 
men, and when any one of them died, all the youths, 
most adroit and renowned for their feats, became can- 
didates for the vacant place, because that these ban- 
ditti lived in abundance, 'and were not obliged to work. 

They freely traversed all the country afmed, and 
well known by their large rings and. buttons of silver. 
When government thought proper to pursudand at- 
tack them, and thev were obliged to |ncounter the 
regulars, they generally had the advantage, and could 
take shelter, when attacked^ in their vast forests, witli 
the paths and thickets of which they were all acquaint- 
ed. At such times they became a great nuisance to 
the neighbouring hamlets, which they pillaged at pleas- 
ore. 
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Trenok tk«reibre be|ran his Biilitary ez]^loits «mw 
against this sin^ar race of men. To execute thisea* 
twrpriae, he employed his own vassals and Pandonn. 
He was afterwards assisted by a detachment of xegor 
larsi having promised the courts of Viemuii that he 
would totally destroy these bandittL The' bloody cop- 
test now commenced — ^men were racked and impaled, 
and it may perhaps be safely affirmed that more activi> 
ty, precaution, and courage, were necessary to ensure 
success in such a kind of war, than to lead a great ar- 
my to the field of battle. 

Trenck seemed born for this murderous trade. Diay 
and night on the watch, be chased them like wild 
beasts, by tracing their footsteps } killing now one, and 
then another, and treating them undistinguishedly with 
ihe utmost barbarity. Father and son alike must 
bleed ; nor was he himself a momen^ certain he should 
not fall into their hands, or be ^trayed by his.own sol* 
diers. > 

Two incidents, which I shall here relate, will suffi- 
ciently {Hunt the character of this unaccoimtable man. 
He had impaled alive the father of a Harum-Bashaw. 
One evening he was going on patrol, along the banks 
of a brocds, which separated two provinces ; on the op- 
posite shore was the son of this impaled father, witli 
^is Croats : it was moon light, and the latter caUed- 
•aloud: 

<< I hear thy voice, Trenok ! Thou hast impaled my Ei- 
ther ! thou persecutest us like a rascal, with craft and 
cruelty. If thou hast a heart in thy body, come hither 
over the brid^ > I willoend away my followers} leave 
, Hiy fire 81*1118) pome only with thy sabre, and we will 
then see who shall remain the victor.". 

The agreement was made, and the Har.um4ia«haw 
4mtiX i«way his Croat% and laid down his muskat. 
'Xnawk {iftssed the wooden bridge ; both drew t^eir 
sabres ; but Trenck treacherously* killed his adversary 
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ifilll « piffioj that he had concealed, aftef which he 
Mjveied his head irom his body, tpok it with him, and 
stnisii it upon a pole. 

One day, when he wae hunting, he heard music in a, 
lona. house, which belonged to one of his vassals. He 
was thirsty, enured, and found the guests seated at 
table. He set himself down, and ate with them, not 
knowing that this very house was, a. place of rendez^ 
voi]# |br the banditti. 

As be was seated opposite the door, at a long, narrow 
table, he saw two Harum-Bashawearmed^ anjl of a gi; 
gao^c stature, enter. His musket stood in a comer ; 
he was struck with terror ; but one of the banditti ad- 
dret^ed him thus : 

t' Neither thee nor l3iy vSssaU, Trenok, have we ever 
iiyuc!%d, yet dost thou pursue us with unexampled cru- 
elty.'' We think, more nobly. Eat thy fill : we^eould 
nail thee to the wall ; but fear nothing. When thou 
haet satis^d thy hunger, we will then, sabre in hand> 
see who has most justice on his side, and whether thou 
art as courageous and invincible as men speak *hee.'^ 

Hereupon they set themselves down oppoedte him at 
the table, and began to eat, and drink, and make mer^ 
ry. The situation of Trenck could not be very pleas- 
ant- He recollected that, besides these two, there 
might be more of their companions without ready to 
^1 upon him ; he therefore privately drew his pistols 
from his pocket, held them under the table while he 
oodied them, presented each huid to the body of a 
Hsjrum-Bashaw, fired them both at the samb instant^ 
overset the table on the other guests, and safely escap- 
ed fiK>m the house. As he went he had time to seize 
on one of their muskets, which was standing at; the 
dogir. One of the Croats was left weltering ioi hi% 
Uood : the other disengaged himself firom the table, 
and ran like a man &antic after Trenck, who suffered 
him tQ approach, killed him with his oym gun, struek 
oflT his hetdi and brought it home in trinmph . 
21 
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IllofiBed to tik6 whatever they pleased in an eneflirf *■ 
co mt ry ; a banditti that had eo often deeerved the |^- 
Untm, tlmt had never known military subordination. 
Let ineh men be raddenly led to the field, and opposed 
to regular troops. That they are never a6ted upon by 
m principle of hcmour iii evident ; their leader, there* 
fbMf is obliged to excite their avidity by the hope of 
plunder, thus to engage them to action ; for if they 
pereeivei^o personal advantage, the command of the 
chief, or the interest of the sovereign, are wholly insuf- 
fident to make them act. Turks mdy be led to battle 
fVom such motives, but not the artiiil Sdavonian, who 
flies danger, where nothing is to be gained. 

Trenck had, likewise, need ora particular species of 
officers. They, like their chief, must at once be dar- 
ing, yet cautious. They were partisans, and must 
therefore be more capable of supporting iatjgue than 
any regular troops ; more desirous of daily seeking 
<b% enemy, and hazarding their lives. Few are to be 
found Who have the inclination and the qualities requi- 
site for so dangerous a trade ; and, when such forces 
first are raised, the first who present themselves axe 
necessarily accepted. 

As he was himself never absent at the time of action, 
be soon became acquainted with the character of those 
whom he called oi«. women, a^d sent them from his 
regiment, without any other process than his own com- 
mand, when he learned that any one among them had 
hidden himself in a ditch, or had not run to the assault 
«t the head of his Pandours. The number of officers 
so ^scharged, increased, they all repaired to Vienna, 
vented their complaints, and were heard. 

Envious of his good fortime, the enemies of Trenck 
were on the watch. His own avarice prevented his 
making any division of his rich booty with those gen- 
tlemen who constUuted the military courts, thereby 
.neglecting what was customary at Vienna; hence 
originated the prosecution to which he fell' a victim. 

Scarcely hod he entered Austria, with his ^davo- 
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nian troops, before be found en opportunity of gather- 
ing kturelB. The French army wne defeated at Liatx. 
Trenck Qvery where pursued them, treated his prison- 
ers with barbarity ; and, never granting quarter in bat- 
tle, the very appearance of his Pandours inspired tern^r.* 
Their cruelties, their irresistible attacks, and these 
artiiil stratagems they had learnt in their thievish ap- 
prenticeship, were productive of effects equally dread- 
ful aud unforeseen^ 

Trenck was prudent, vigilant, a great warrior, and 
knew how to profit by the slightest advantage. From 
this time, he became known and renowned, gained the 
confidence of Prince Charles, and the particular es- 
teem of the field-marshal. Count KevenhuUer, who had 
penetration to discover the worth of the man, and to 
turn ^he talents he possessed to advantage. No partisan 
had ever before obtained so much.power as Trenck; 
he every where preceded the army, and pursued the 
enemy as far as Bavaria, carrying §re and sword wher- 
ever he went. The state reaped the advantages of 
conquest, and the Panddurs of plunder, by the Hope of 
which alone they were actuated, and^ under a leader so 
proper for themselves, acted wonders. 

Bataria was laid waste. Prince Charles granted 
Trenck a carte blanche ; andj as it was well known 
Trenck gave no quarter, the Bavarians and the French 
flew at the sight of a red mantle. Pillage and murder 
attended the Pandours wherever they went, and their 
colonel bought up all the booty they acquired. 

Chamb, in particular, was a scene of dreadful and 
savage massacre. The city was set on fire at every 
corner, and the inhabitants miserably perished in tlw 
Hames ; those women and children who endeavoured 
to fly were obliged to pass over a bridge, where they 
were first jtrippc^, and afterwards thrown into 4he wa- 
ter. This action was one of the acciisatiom brought 
against Trenck. when he was persecuted; but he al- 
leged in his justification — ' 
21* 
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Fint, Tlat tha eitizAs of Chunb had cut off tkft # 
haadi of six Pandonr pridonen, &n<i had lad tham ia * 
trtamph through the tomi. 

Secondly, That the place had been taken by aaaanit. 

Thirdly, That Prince Charles had given him or deri 
thna to act. 

The banks of the Iser, at this day, reverberate groans 
for the barbarities of Trenck. Deckendorf and Flltz- 
hosen felt all his fary. In the first of these towns, six 
hundred French capitulated, although his forces were 
four miles distant ; but he 'formed a l^nd of straw men, 
on which he put Pandour caps and cloaks, set them 
up as sentinels, and the garrison, intimidated and de> 
ceived by this stratagem, signed the capitulation in com- 
pany only of himself, his adjutant, and some officers. 

He was informed by a spy, that either at Dickendorf 
or Filtzhoeen, I do not exactly remember which, there 
was a barrel, containing twenty thousand florins, eon* 
cealed at^the house of an apothecary. Impelled by the 
desire of booty, Trenck hastened to the place indicated, 
with a candle in his hand, searching every where, and, 
in bis hurry, dropped a spark into a quantity of gun- 
powder, which happened to be there, by the explo^oa 
of which, he was dashed agunst the ground, and dread* 
AiUy scorched. They carried him off; but the acan 
and the gunpowder, with which his skin was blacken- 
ed, in consequence of this accident, rendered his coun- 
tenance remarkably terrific. 

The present Field-marshal {jaudohn was, at that 
time, a lieutenant in his regiment, and happened to be 
at the door when his colonel was burnt. Scarcely was 
Trenck cured, before his spies had informed him that 
Laudohn had plenty of money, n^ that he and his 
friends lived merrily. Immediately he suspected that 
Laudohn had indubitably found tto barrei^of florins, 
and, flrom that moment, he persecuted this worthy 
man by all imaginable arts. Wherever there was 
danger, he sent him, at the head of some thirty men, 
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ftigalnst three hundred, hoping to have him cut off, and 
X9 make himself his heir. 

This was no often repeatedj.that Laudohn began to 
be weary, quilted the corps, and retreated to Vienna, 
where, joining the crowd of accusers and enemies of 
TTrenck, he became instrumental to his destruction. 
liet is it certain, that, in the beginning, Trenck had 
shown, a friendship for Laudohn, had given him a 
commission, and that this, at present, reaUy great man 
learned, in .the society and under the command of 
Trenck, his military principles. 

General Tillier, whose warlike ardour is well known 
to the ^hole arqiy, was likewise formed in this nursery 
of soldiers, where officers were taught activity, strata- 
gem, and enterprise. And who are now more capa- 
ble of commanding a Hungarian army than Tillier and 
lAttdohn? 

I one day said to Trenck, when he was in Vienna, 
embarrassed by all the difficulties of his prosecution, 
and when he had published a defamatory writing 
against all his accusers, excepting no man, ^^ You liave 
always told me, that Laudohn was one of the most 
capable of your officers, and likewise a worthy man. 
Wherefore then ,do you class him among such wretch- 
es r 

He replied, '* What ! would you have me praise a 
man who labours, at the very head of my enemies^ to 
rob me of honour, property, and life .'** 

Bavaria was totally plundered by Trenck, as has 
been said : barges were loaded with gold, silver, and 
effects, which he sent to his estates in Sclavonia. 
Prince Charles and Count Kevenhuller countenanced 
his proceedings ; but when Field-marshal Ncupreg 
was at the head of the army, he had other princi- 
ples. He was connected with Baron Tiebes, a coun- 
sellor of tho Hofkriegfrath, who was all-puissant over 
military men, and, consequently, wai the enemy ^i 
Trenek. 
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Trenck, who had so happily opened the pafts«g« of the 
Rhine for the aitnj, as gloriously succeeded in cover- 
ing its retreat. 

The history of Maria Teresa declares what were the 
damans he did the enemy, during the campaign of 
this memorable year. He gave very signal prooft of 
his capacity and zeal at Tabor and Budwie& With 
three hundred mpif only, he had the boldness to attack 
one of those towns, which was defended by the two 
Frussian regiments of Walrabe and Kreutz. An en- 
terprise like this, against Prussian soldiers, sufficiently 
speaks the man. 

He found, however, that the water in the moats <^ 
the town was deeper than his spies had declared it to 
be, and the scaling ladders too short ; most of those 
led to the attack were drowned or killed in the water, 
and the small number that crossed the moats were 
made prisoners. The garrisons of Tabor and Budwiea, 
and that of the castle of Frauenberg, were, neverthe- 
less, induced to capitulate, and yield themselves pris- 
oners of war, althojugh the main body under Trenck 
was ^11 more than five miles distant. 

His corps did not come up till the morrow, and it 
was ridiculous enough to see the Pandours dressed in 
the caps of the Prussian fusileers and pioneers, which 
they wore instead of their own, and which they after- 
ward continued to wear. 

. Unprejudiced persons will determine whetb^ these 
were read services rendered to his empress.' 

' The campaign, to him^ was uninterruptedly glo- 
rious, and the enemy's want of light troops gave«free 
tfftope to his enterprises, highly to their prejudice. 
Hi* activity was incessant, and he never returned 
without prisoners. He passed the Elbe, near Fardu- 
hitz, took the ma^razines, and was, himself, the cause 
of the great dearth, and- unhsardHif desertion Anon^ 
the Prussians, and of that hasty retreat to which the/ 
were forced. 
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The king was at CqHxii, 'Vfith his head-quarters, ^ ^V 

-where I myself was with hiin/ when Trenck attaelwd L „ 
the town, which, I presume, he must have carried, ha^ 
lie iiot, on the first assault) been wounded by a cannon 
ball, which shattered his right foot. He was,, the^cf- 
foi^, taken away, and the attack did not succood. 
His wound was very dangerous. The empress-queen 
thought proper to send him a surgeon from Vienn^,. 
The foot was obliged to be alk laid open ; he lost t^e " 

aakle bone, and^even a part of the tibia, and rem&ihad' 
fi)ar months confined to his bed, like a furious ma4~ 
maiij at being so long^ unable to assault the enem^, 
while his men, without him, remained but so inai^ 
<;ipfiers. ■ . "" 

In 1745 he went to Vienna, where his entrance into 
the city resembled a triumph. Every body ran to s^e 
andr wonder at the Pandour Trenck, and this universal 
applause did but the more increase the envy of his ene- 
mies. The empreSs-queen received him with the most 
honourable distinction. He appeared in her prraen^ 
with erutches ; she obliged hii^ to be seated, and, l^y 
her condescending speech, inflamed his zeal even to 
extravagant. 

Intoxicated aS he was with joy, he returned to his 
estate, and raised eight hundred, new recruits, that Ko 
might, in the following campaign, gather new laurels. '^ * 

He rejoined the army, obtained whatever he asked At 
court, and was continually active, during the whcJe 
summer, in the execution of incessant and laborious 
projects. . 

At the battle of Sorau, which was fought in Sep- 
tember, he fell upon the Prussian camp, and, as I hai^ 
befbre related, seized on the tent of the king and ids 
service of plate ; but he came an hour too late .to 
attack the rear, as had been pre-coiicerted. The ^ 

politic Frederick willingly gave up his camp to, be \ 

plundered, for the rude Croats, engaged in this buai- ! 

• neas, could not easily be drawn off to attack. the ftrmy, 
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•9d iha im^ «««. prvpiisd to seol^Tff tlMiii, «vfir ii^ 
they ihoiiid. In ^ sMan time the Iflipetial army was 



~ Th* eneouM of Treock pnbltdy aceooed hiia of 
Iwviiig inada the king of Prmma a prisoaer in kis tent, 
and ^ afterward reatoring him to liberty ; that he 
alao.remaiaed pillaging the caosp, instead of attacking 
the rear of the atmy, and thai he alone thus occasion- 
ed the loss of the battle. His firiendli informed him 
ni what was going fiurward, and that the storo was 
gathering. 

After having giorioosly iended the campaign^ he re- 
tnmad to Vienna to defend himself. Here he found, 
already assembled, three-and-twenty of his officers, 
whom he had cashiered, and expelled Ins regiment ; 
nost of them for either cowardice or mean actions 
Ferhaps, among them, there might be three or fear 
who luul just caute of complaint ; but these were poor 
and without pcotaotion^ There were, however, ^dck- 
•d men found, who suflbred themselves to be^ seduced 
by tha enemies of Trenck to bear false testimony- 
The military cour^ Counsellor Weber and G-eneitJ^ 
Lowenwalde, had sworn his downfall, wbfe they ef- 
footed. Their principal view was the sequestrationr 
of hie property, that they might securely fish in trou- 
bled waters. 

Trenck, who was innocent of any state crime, de- 
spised th«v attacks. While things remained thus, they 
posted one of the empress's fomale attendants, mth in- 
structions to profit by every favourable opportunity 
to deprive him of her confidence. Than this, nothing 
emild be more eaiy . It was presently affirmed, Trenck 
is an atheist ! A libertine ! Whenever telle his beads! 
Who never prays to the holy virghi ! Who ndver buye 
indulgenees ! 

Hie dthaached life was the next topic; hii baibar- 
iliee eenmitted in the eaemiee' cmmtEy; tfaeun- 
Mtted esGeeM of his FanArars; hie sobbeiiea mtha 
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-vllf^^ of Bavaria; his pluQderiii|^» and the vaal 
riches he had accumulated ; all which bad been per- 
formed with an evident intention of becoming a dan* 
g^jous rebel in Sclavonia. 

The officers whom . he had broken whispered it hi 
tap rooms and coffee-houses, that Trench had ^ken 
and set free the king of Prussia. This was sufficient 
to raise the crj among the sill/ and fanatic mob at 
Vienna. Teased by their complaints, and, at the r^ 
4}uisitien of Trenck himself, the empress-queen com- 
manded that a legal examination should be rndertaken 
>of these accusations. Field-marshal Cordova, a man 
of merit and probity, was chosen to preside over this 
42Qimmittee of inquiry. lie aequitted himself with im* 
partiality, spoke the truth, and drew up a statement of 
Ihe case, which he presented to the court, and which I 
•ball here cite. *^ The complaints brought against him 
were all of a nature not to' require a court-martial 
Trenck had occasionally behaved improperly to some 
officers, whom 'he had broken by his own proper au- 
thority ; therefore their demands ought to be satisfied, 
by the payment of twelye thousand florins. The re- 
maining ibcusations were all the vile attempts of re* 
venge and calumny, and were totally insufficient to 
detain, at Vienna, entangled in law-suits, a man so 
necdssary to the' army. Moreover, it would be prudent 
not to i^q^ire too minutely into trifles, in consideration 
of his great services." 

Trencjt, dissatisfied by this sentence, and animated 
by avarice and pride, refused to pay a single florin,^ 
- took post, and retired to his estates in Sclavonia. 

His presence was necessary at Vienna to obtain 
other advantages against his enemies, whom he despis- 
ed too much, and whoin he already supposed con- 
qncired. They, on the contrary, profiting by every op- 
iQIMdon, gave the empress-queen to understand, through 
A tMrd pennon, that, bwg a v^ ezcesiively danger- 
0U whsnaver he pnppoaed himself injured, Trends had 
82 ^ , 
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refj pemieious viewfl in Sclavoma, where all wero 
dependent on hb power. 

Yet what did my cousin on his estates ? — ^He raised 
siz hundred more men, with whom he made a glorious 
campaign in the Netherlands, and, in October, 1746, 
returned to Vienna. It is well known, that, after th» 
peace of Dresden, his regiment was incorporated 
among the regulars, and serred against France. 
. Scarcely had he arrived at Vienna, before an express 
order came, from the empress-queen, tliat he must re- 
main under arrest in bis chamber. 

Here he rendered himself guilty by the most impru- 
dent action of his whole life, which every man in his 
senses must disapprove, but yet which marks the in- 
tractability of his character, though it afibrded new 
arms to his enemies. 

He ordered his most sumptuous carriage and best 
horses, left his chamber by his own private authority, 
and, despising the Imperial mandate, went publicly to 
the theatre, where the empress-queen was present. 

In one of the boxes he saw Count Gossau, in compa- 
ny with a quondam comrade of his own, whom he had 
cashiered : these honourable persons were Imong the 
foremost of his accusers. Inflamed with anger and the 
desire of revenge, he entered the box like a madman, 
seized Count Gossau, and would have thrown him into 
the pit, in the presence of the sovereign herself. Go&» 
sau drew his sword, and endeavoured to run him 
through ; but the latter seized it, wounding him in the 
hand. Every body ran to save Gossau, who was 
unable to defend himself against so savage a giant 
After this exploit, the grim colonel of Pandours re- 
turned foaming home. 

Such an action rendered it impossible for Maria 
Teresa to declare herself the protectress of a man so 
rash. Sentinels, therefore, were placed over him, and 
his enemies so well prated by his imprudence and pas- 
sion; that he was ordered to be tried by a court-martiai 
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General Lowenwalde intrigued tso ■aecewftaUy that 
he procured himself to be named, by the Hofkriegfrath, 
president of the court-martial, and of the committee of 
Inquiry, and to be charged with the sequestration of 
the property of Trenck. In vain did the latter protest 
against his judge. The very man, whom, the year he* 
lore, he had kicked out of the anti-chamber of Prince 
Charles, received f\ill power to denounce him guilty. 

Then was it that, as I have before said, public notice 
was ^iven that all those who would come and prefer 
complaints, or bear witness agfiinst Colonel Bar- 
.n Trenck, should receive a ducat per day, while 
the council continued to sit. How quickly com- 
plaints would increase may easily be imagined. They 
soon amounted to iifly-four, the major part of whom 
merited the pillory, and who, in the space of four 
months, received fifteen thousand ^ florins, deducted 
from the property of Trenck. 

The judge himself purchased the depositions of false 
vritnesses ; and I here declare, upon my honour, thai 
Count Lowenwalde offered mc a thousand ducats if 1 
would betray the secrets of my cousin ', and that he 
farther promised me I should very soon be put in pos-^ 
session of my confiscated estates in Prussia, and have 
a company in a regiment. 

A prosecution managed by such judges, supported 
by such Vitnesses, must, of necessity, be for the right- 
eous purpose of obtaining justice ! 

I am convinced, and the acts of the revision of the 
process of Trenck will prove, that more than forty 
manifestly false oaths were on this occasion sworn. 

Trenck was accused on the tenth sittingj^hat the 
battle of Sorau had beeh lost through his negligence. 
This accusation he proved to be false, by a written tes- 
timony under the hand of Prince Charles himself, who 
declared that the officer of artillery, sent with the or- 
der for Trenck to march to the attack, had lost him* 
self, and that he did not arrive till a few moments be- 
fore the battle began. TiM proof so highly irritated 
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CtmA Lo#MiWaldd, thftt fatf broke out nA6 inji 
•zprefdions against Prince Charles. Treaek, who hfr- 
ed And honoured hie bene&eter, beeame so fkrioua that 
he instantly seized the president by the throaty tossed 
hun up as a tiger would a cat, carried him to the win- 
dow, which he opened, and would certainfj have dash- 
ed him headlong from the fburUi story, hiid not the 
persons present flew to his aid. 

The guard entered, Trench was immediately con-* 
dieted to the military house of correction^ and chained 
hand and foot as a malefactor ; chained by that rery 
Ibet, which, so short a time before, had been shattc • 
ed in the service of his sovereign, and which was not 
then entirely cured. His behaviour was unfaithfiiUy 
related at court ; this sentence of imprisonment wae 
eonflrmed, and fit»m that time Trenck was obliged to 
%ppe9.t fettered, like a criminal, t>efore his enemiee, to> 
answer false accusations. 

A public courtesan, the mistress of Bi^on Rippenda, 
#h6 Was a member of the court-martial, was bribed, 
*n^ fiiade oath ehe was the daughter of Count ^chwe- 
ri^, field-marshal' in the Prussian service, and that s'he- 
Waif in bed with the king of Prussia when Trenck eur- 
^i#ed the camp at Sorau, made her and the king pris- 
oners, and restored them^ their freedom. She even 
ventured to name Baron Hilaire, aid-de-camp to Fred- 
erick, who, she affirmed, was then present. 

Hilaire, who afterward married the Baroness Tillier,. 
ind who conpequently was brother-in-law to Trenck, 
fb^unately happened to- be in Vienna. He was con- 
fronted with this wonlan, and her falsehood became 
evident. V That worthy gentleman was, nevertheless, 
obliged to remain in prison, where they secretly bfiered 
him bribes, which he refused to accept ; jmd, as it was 
fieeessai^ to prevent hitf speaking, he continued in pris- 
ott some weekd, and was not released, till, by a revision 
of the suit, this shameful proceeding was made public. 

tSoimt Lowenwalde invented another infernal arti« 
^ ; he drew up a felse indictment, having tiken caie 
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to gtvB ordBTB that none of Trenck's friends ahould 
have admission to lum ; and, that he might be prevent* 
ed all means of justification, or of discovering the de-- 
celt, he chose a day, to pid it in practice, whien Ihe 
emperor and Prince Charles were gone to hunt at Hoi- 
jtzsch. Lowenwalde's court-martial had already signed 
a sentence of death, and every preparation for the im- 
mediate erection of a scaffold was made. His intention, 
was then to go to the empress queen, and induce her 
to sign the sentence, under pretence that there was^ 
some imminent peril at hand, if a man so dangerous to 
the state was not immediately put out of the way, and 
that it would be necessary to execute the sentence of 
death during the night, before the emperor could re* 
turn. He well knew the emperor was better acquaint- 
ed with Trenck, and had^ever been his protector. 

As it happened, however, the valet de chambre of 
Count Lowenwalde, who, on some occasions, < was an 
honest man, and who had an intimacy with a former 
mistress of Trenck, confided the whole secret to her. 
She immediately flew to Colonel Baron Lopresti, who 
was the sincere friend of my kinsman, and, being rich 
and powerful at court, was on that occasion his deliv- 
erer. The emperor and Prince Charles were inform- 
f>d of what was in agitation, but they thought proper to . 
keep the secret. The hunting at Holittsch took place 
on the appointed day. Count Lowenwalde made his 
appearance before the empress queen, and solicited her 
to sign the sentence. She, however, had been pre- 
informed, the emperor unexpectedly r^urned on the 
same day, and their abominable project proved abor? 
live. The fraud was clearly demonstrated to Maria 
Teresa ; the self-called Miss Schwerin was imprison- 
ed ; Lowenwalde was deprived of his power* as well 
as of the sequestration of the effects of Trenck ; a total 
revision of the proceedings of the court-martial, and of 
the proseeution of my cousin was ordered, which ^ras 
afl event that till then was unexampled at Vienna. 
22* 
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Hto Min mfter this took saother t«m : TitiiuSi 1ra« 
fr«#d from his fetton, and wai removed to the araenal^ 
where fie wae allowed four chamben, an ofBc^ to 
f uard him, and every convenience he could wiah. He 
wae alto permitted the use of a ooaneellor, and to de- 
Ihad hiseaoae. I obtained myaelf, by the influene^ of 
the emperor, leave to virit him at all times, and to aid 
him in all things. 

It was at this epoeha that I, having recently escaped 
from the prison of Glatz^ arrived at Vienna, and at 
I this very instant, when the revision of the prosecation 
was commanded, and determined on. Count Lowen' 
walde, supposing- me a needy*, thoughtless youth, en^ 
deavoured to bfibe me, and prevail on me to betray 
my kinsman. 

Prince Charles of Lorrain then desired me seriously 
to represent to Trenck that his avarice had been ther 
canseofall these troubles, he having refhsed to pay 
the i»ltry sum of twelve thousand florins, by which her 
might easily have silenced all his accusers ;' but that at 
present afikirs had become so very serious, he ought 
himself to secure, his judges for the revision of the 
0uit ; to spare no money, and then he might be certain 
of every protection the prince could aff^d. 

The respectable Field-marshal Konigseck, governor 
of Vienna, was appointed president; but, being an 
old man, almost snperannuated, and tormented by the 
gout, he was unable to preside at any one ntting i^ 
the. court. Count 8— was the vice-president, a 
subtle, insatiable judge, who never thought he had 
4poney enough. I myself took three thousand ducats, 
which Baron Lopresti gave me, agreeaHy to the de- 
sire of Trenck, to this most worthy counsellor. 

The two counsellors, Komerkaiisquy imd 2etlo, eadi 
if6^eived four thousand rix dofiars in advanee, wi^ a 
iHromisg of double the sum, were Treneii acfoHtedr 
and his accusers banidied Austria. 

The ether tnemlvefa Ajypointed for this reviobft w^re 
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"^iflttll imporUaioe ; tiiey w«re m&n^y tin eehods of 
- -wliiktever the three first pronouiiced. 

In ooneeqaende there ww « formal eontrtust drawn 
•Qp, -which & eertam noble lord secretly sighed. 

The reSJder will well suppose that the affiurs of 

Trenck began to wear a ihnch more fiiTOurable aspect. 

'He was defonded, on the criminal part bf the proseca- 

tion, by the adyocate Gerhauser, and on the cItU by 

iSerger. 

They began with the seli^appointed daughter of 
Marshal Schwerin; and, to conceal the iniquitous pro< 
oeedings of the late court-martial, it was thought prop- 
ter that she should act insanity, and return incoherent 
^answers to the questions put by the examiners. Trenck 
insisted that a more severe inquiry should be institnt- 
"cd ; snd they affirmed that she had been conducted 
tmt of 4he Austrian territories. 

Six years after this event I met with her at Brunn^ 
^hen Trenck was dead. She had married a menial 
person, and owned she had been induced to play this 
rpart by the valet de chambre of Count Lowenwalde, 
fhrniwhom she received a bribe of five hundred florins. 

My intention was, on my return to Brunn, to oblige 
her to make legal bath of this ; but her husband had 
been g^iHy of a theft, ai^ the3r had both absconded. 

Trenck was accused that he had ordered a certain 
Pandonr, named Paul Diack, to suffer the bastinado of 
a thousand blows, andthat he had died under the pun- 
iidiment. This was sworn to by two ofiicers, then his 
accusers, now great men in' the army, who; in their. 
depcMritions, said they were eye-witnesses of the ^t. 

When the revision of the suit began, Trenck sent 
me into Sclavonia, where I found the dead Paul Diack 
alive and merry, and brought him to Vienna. He was 
•zamined by the court, where it appeared that the two 
officers who had sworn they were present when he ex- 
pired, «nd haA^Men him buried, were at this time a 
inindred and sikity miles from the regiment, and its 
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elating in SclaToma. Paul Diack bad b«en eng^tgtd 
in plots, and had mutinied three times. Trenck had 
pardoned him, as he was ^n extremely useful Boldier^ 
one of the banditti ; but, after mutinying once more 
with fi>rty others, he was condemned to death. At the 
plaee of execution he called to his colonel, " Father, 
if I receive a thousand blows, will you pardon me ?** 
Trenck replied in the affirmative. He received the 
punishment, was taken to the hospital, cured ; and (A 
this occasion proved the perjury of the accusers of 
Trenck. 

I brought with me fourteen more witnesses from 
Sclavonia, who attested the falsity of other articles of 
accusation, which in themselves were little worthy of 
attention. The cause wore a new aspect ; it was tm- 
possible to substantiate any one of the criminal charg- 
es, and the wickedness of those, who were so desirous 
to have seen him executed, became apparent. * 

They also accused him of having robbed and mur* 
dered a dealer in second hand trinkets and laces, in 
Vienna, who was found strangled ; and soon afterwarld 
the man who had committed the crime was discovered,. 
and broken upon the wheel. 

One of the most capital articles in the prosecution, 
and which for ever deprived him of favour or commis-^ 
oration frond his virtuous and apostolic mistress, and 
for'which alone he was condemned to the Spielberg, 
was that he had ravished the daughter of a miller in 
Silesia. This was made oath of, and he was not en- 
tirely cleared of the charge in the reversion, because 
hi|^ accusers had excluded all means of justification. 
Two years, however, after his death, t likewise dis- 
covered the truth of this affair. The author of this 
wicked artifice was Major Manstein, one of our first 
cousins, on whom he had heaped favours, whom he 
had relieved from the deepest distress, and raised to 
the rank of major in his regiment, when he had only 
been four years in the service. This Manstein wis viU 
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•BOQgh to aeeuae him of rach a crimen tln;t ho iiii|^ 
preTont his return to the regiment : hie motive was, 
becaose tliat he, in conjunction with tUe qnarter^inas- 
ter Fredetict, had appr<^riated to their own purposes 
eighty-four thousand florins of the regimental money. 

No sooner should Trenck be dead than he might be 
accused of this embezzlement. Yet it is certain that 
this miller^s virgin, was the mistress of Manstein, be^ 
fore she had ever been seen by Trenck. The virtuous 
Teresa, however, would never forgive him ; and, in or- 
der to satisfy the honour of this distressed damsel, h^ 
/was condemned to pay eight thousand florins to her, 
■and fifteen thousand to the chest of the invalids, and 
moreover to perpetual imprisonment. 

Most of the other criminal articles of accusation 
consisted in Trenck 's having beheaded some muti- 
nous Pandours,and broken his officers without a court- 
martial ', that he had bought of his soldiers, and melt* 
ed down, the holy vessels of the church, chalices and 
rosaries, and bastinadoed some prieets ; had not heard 
mass every Sunday, and had violently dragged male- 
factors firom certain convents, in which they had takoa 
refuge. 

A partisan commander of an undisciplined corpft 
might well be exculpated firom similar complaints, and 
the officers whom he had caned when they retreated to 
the rear, and slqylked fh>ni the fire of the enemy, were 
soon all silent when the witnesses of Trenck were al- 
lowed to appear before the court. When they -were 
jio longer protected, either by Lowenwalde or Weber, 
they decamped without beat of drum. Tliey, never- 
theless, did not cease to labour under the auspices of 
4>ne more powetfiil than themselves, to pursue their 
^rpose, which they attained by aid of the court con- 
fessor. This holy monk found means to render the 
holy Maria Teresa insensiUe of pity towards a muk 
who had been so prodigal of his blood in her defiinee. 

Trenek was guilty of another capital error. Elated 
4i the etpeetatiott of certain victory, and assured bf 
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his fiiends, among the judges, of being acquitted about 
Easter, 1748, he caused the history of his life to be 
printed at Frankfort, in which he not only exposed his 
former judges, but by certain phrases gave those, who 
were bis partisans in the court of reversion, reason to 
suspect they also should be betrayed, when they were 
no longer useftil. Gcrhauser, his advocate, had in such 
case "every thing to fear, he having been made the in- 
strument of bribing the members. Gerhauser required 
the payment of two thousand ducats before the instru- 
ment of acquittal should be executed ; and tlie avari- 
cious Trenck, who supposed hi^nself secure, offered him 
only one hundred. Judgment was in consequence de- 
layed. Lowenwalde knew well how to profit by the 
opportunity. Gerhauser discovered the whole secret 
proceedings ; and Lowenwalde, deeply interested in 
the ruin of Trenck, went to the empress, related the 
manner in which the judges had been bribed, and 
threatened that, should he, through the protection of 
the emperor and Prince Charles, be declared innocent, 
he would then publicly vindicate the honour of the 
late court-martial. On this occasion he attempted to 
bribe me, to discover what the particulars of the ctm- 
tract were between Trenck and his judges ; I despised 
him however too much. Nay, I knew that, in concert 
with the lieutenant of the police, Mannagetta, he had 
planned my imprisonment On my iirst^arrival at Vien- 
na, pretending that Trenck had taken the king of 
Prussia prisoner, Frederick had sent mo to his assist- 
ance, and I was privately to have been kept iii confine- 
ment till sentence had b6en passed on my kinsman. 
This was discovered by the Baron Lopresti, just when 
the artifice of Miss Schwerin was in agitation, and when 
the whole plan was rendered abortive by the emperor. 
When I had forsaken my dangerous relation, as I have 
already related, and when, fearing his ingratitude, other 
of his friends also had deserted him, among whom was 
Prince Charles liimself, the noble company of his ac- 
cusers had then an open field ; his advocate durst ^ak 
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no more *. the reTinon of his cause was interrupted, and 
an arrest was issued on the 20th of August, that he 
should be perpetually confined as a state prisoner in 
the Spielberg. His property, however, remained in se- 
questration, nor was he deprived of it, but gave orders, 
and examined the accouiits of his collectors, to the day 
of his death. 

Thus he fell the victim of a covetous, and c\vil heart. 
His revision judges had stripped him of mo^e than fifty 
thousand riz dollars, and, at last, fearing detection from 
him, abandoned him to secure themselves. 

Such are the principal circumstances in the prosecu- 
tion of Trenpk, which once was so much the subject of 
conversation in Vienna. Many trembled, many profit- 
ted. 1 have this way bad sorrowful cause to know 
what judges are. His \\Tetcbed avarice deterred him 
from making some trifling sacrifices, to secure the rC' 
mainder of his fortune, recover his liberty, and attaiu 
to the highest honours. 

He wished to have escaped from the Spielberg, but 
this he could not accomplish. Had he followed my 
plan of flight which I proposed, when he was Confined 
in the arsenal of Vienna, he would scarcely have died 
in prison, nor should I have lain fettered in the dungeon 
of Magdeburg. 

Finding his project of escaping from the Spielberg 
frustrated, and all hope cut ofiT, this chief of the Pan^ 
dours determined on death. I have before telated the 
manner of this death, of his having sent for a confessorr 
informed him Saint Francis had appeared to him, that 
he despatched his capuchin confessor to Vienna, and 
on the morrow said, '' God be praised, my departure is 
certain, for my confessor is dead, and has appeared to 
me ',** that the confessor actually was dead, that he 
summoned the officers, shaved his head like a monk, 
confessed publicly, preached a sermon an hour loug» 
exhorted all his hearers to a holy Ufe, smiled at alY 
earthly good, went to prayers, slept tranquilly, rots 
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IIm 'nflxt laoraing, prayed again, took out his vatah 
about noon, and said, " Praise be to the Almighty, the 
hour draws nigh ;" that those who laughed at his im- 
pudent imposture were amazed to see his fiwe grow 
pale; that he supported 4118 head on his hands, prayed 
at his table, remained motionless with his eyes open; 
that the clock struck twelve, they shook him, but foundl 
he was actually dead ', that miracle was then the Uni- 
versal cry, and that Saint Francis had- descended and 
carried off the Pandour Trenck into paradise. I hayie 
said that all this had been performed by the secret of 
the |KU8oned water of Tofano ; have fiirther added that 
the last ambition of Trenck was to ran]( high in the 
calendar ; that, perceiving he could no longer be the 
richest and'iirs^ of men, he wished to be the greatest 
of saintA; thai he knew he should perform miracles af- 
ter his death, for he had built a chapel, founded a per- 
petual mass, and bequeathed six-* thousand flotins to 
the capuchins ; that he expired in the thirty-fourth 
yearof his age, after having been thfi acourge of Bava- 
ria, whose inhabitants will scarcely eVer 'm their litanies 
entreat Saint Trenck to be th^ mediatorat the throne 
of grace'; that he lived the tyrant and enemy of the 
human race, and died a holy scoundrel ! 
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